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Thieves rorm three great categories or classes, in which 
■nay be found many diiisions and subdivisions. 

To the first of these categories beloDg thieves by pro- 
fession, who are reputed incorrigible, although the 
almost perpetual eScacy of the system which the North 
Americans adopt towards their prisoners, proves that 
there is no rogue ao hardened hut that ne rnay be 
brought to repentance and an honest mode of life. 

A life of constaDt crime is ordinarily the result of a 
first &u1t; impunity encourages and incites, and pu- 
nishment does not correct nor divert it. Impunity 
may long favour the criminal, but sooner or later it has 
its termination. Happy woi^d it be, thrice happy, if 
punishment (whatever be the nature of the crime) did 
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not leave bebind an indelible brand of disgrace. But 
our European societies are so organized that inexpe- 
rience has every means and temptation to become per- 
verted. Does il succumb? Justice is at work. Justice I 
rather legislation. It atiikes the blow, and whom does 
it strike? Tbe poor, the ignorant, the unforiunate, to 
whom tbe bread of education has been denied; bim in 
nbom no moral principle has been inculcated ; — bim to 
nhom the law has not been promulgated ; — biro nho 
could have no rules of conduct but those lessons of a 
catechism so soon forgotten, because the child did not 
understand it, and the man only finds in it, beneath a 
mass of religious ceremonies, formulee too little ex- 
plained to be put in practice. Let us not be deceived : 
in spite of the diffusion of light, the education of tbe 

^le is not jet completed, it is still to do. Science 
road, hut she walks alone; she advances for the 
jmvileged classes; she progresses for the rich. She 
illumines only the upper regions, the lower ate still in 
darkness ; tbe poor go on hap-hazard and blindl; : woe 
to him who errs and mistakes the right road I At each 
step there are abysses, gulfs, barriers, obstacles— so much 
the worse 1 They have not the benefit of a beacon to 
^ide them. Find out your road, ye poor and humble I 
if you do not find the proper one, your lives ate the 
forfeiture. 

Have you wandered fiora tbeliiK? wo«ld jou i«tniee 
your steps T do you wish to do so in all sincerity and 
rameatness! Vaiu desire— your lives are forfeited — > 
so wiUs the prejudiced. You are outcasts t you are in- 
corrigible ; Farias ; hope is no longer yours. The so- 
ciety which condemns you, which excommunicates you, 
has uttered its anathema against you. The judge has 
sentenced you, and you shall have no more bread. 

When the expiation is indefinite, why speak of tem- 
poiary punishment? The tribunal ioflicis a punish, 
ment, the duration of this chastisement is fixed ; but 
when the sentence ceases to be in force, opinion still 
exists, and always strikes, right or wrong, right andlef^. 



jo.Coo^fk' 



HEHOIU OP VIDOCQ. 3 

The sentence of the la* decrees Uial lii monihi of a 
man's life — six monthi of his liberty— ahdl be tacriftced, 
Dpinion auaihilates all the rest. Oh! fewhoprotiouiice 
sentence, tremblel the sword of Tbemii iofliets incu- 
rable wounds only : her blows, even when lightest, are 
like tbc esting canker which destroys all, like the Greek 
file which consumes, but caSnot beeitiniuisfaed. 

Out codes establish correctional punishments, and 
the worst of all crinintls are not those who deserve 
punishment, but those who have undergone the law's 
cbastitemeDt. How is it that we go on in a mode ia- 
Terse to our aimT It is because to ill use ia not to 
correct, but contiariwke to pervert and corrupt more 
and more weak human Datore ; it is to compel it to be- 
eome degraded, brutaliied. I have seen cnminali after 
they have been freed from eveiy sort of imprisonment. 
1 have leen thousands, bul have never known one who, 
during his captivitv, had formed determinations or found 
inducements to reform and lead a belter life. Did they 
propose to Maend ? It nu always from other and more 
powerful reasons ; the [emembrance of captivity only 
aroused a feeling of irritation, apite, lage ; a T«gue re- 
■eutncnt, deep and without repentance. "Dtey recalled 



iriaihetihetieen; 
<f will they tell us that these men are also made in 
(he iman of God T It ii downright Uasphemjp I 
' The freed prfsoiter, who proposes to maintain himself 
by hoDesty, must have more than common virtue ; he 
must have heroism ; and even then what security Rb* 
be, if be pcascss noihing, that the whole world will not 
shrink from him? he is a pestifeiouB being, a leper 
which society avoids and shuns. Does it fear conta- 
gion? no— contagion is everywhere, at the bagneas well 
as nnder the gilded ceilings of the Chauas^e d'Anliu ; k 
is pity that they diead, and they seize with e^emess a 
plausible excuse la avoid it. 
Since the liberated prisoner is irrevocably pfo- 
b3 
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scribed, if he has Dgt the courage to periA, it Is necet- 
sary that he take refuge somewhere ; an interdict ia laid 
OD his return to vour society; you repulse him, and whi- 
ther can he betake himself? luto his own, and his own 
ethe 
I e principle of all society 
is mutually to assist each other. His petrs will 6nt 
extend to him the hand of succour, but if they nourish 
him to-day, il is ou condition that to-moirow he will 
rob you. It is you who have reduced him to this ex- 
tremity : do not complaiD, do not pity yourselves, but, 
if ynu ratain any good feeling, pity him. 

The business of a thief would not exist, not as a pro- 
fession certainly, if the unhappy creatures against whom 
justice has directed her power once, were not di^aced, 
vilipended, ill-used ; society compels them to herd 
together ; she constrains their reunion, their manners, 
their will, and their power. 

Let it not be thought that this thrusting out, this ex- 
clusion of the freed convict is the result of a delicacy of 
conventional filing ; this system is but the consequence 
of hypocrisy. Is the liberated man rich ? All the 
world receives him with open arms ; there is no doM' 
that is not open to him; he is received everywhere 
Boberto eredtte arperlo. I can speak from positive 
knowledge. If ne have a good table, and particularly a 
well-stocked cellar, he may calculate amongst his guests 
magiatratea, bankers, money-brokers, counsellors, nola- 
' ~ : they will not blush to appea* with him in public 



tbey will call him their fiiena ; he will be their very 
eoikI associate and companion ; and the commissary ,wiut 
hat in hand, will not deem it a dishonour to take him 
by the hand, quite the reverse. 

The second class of robbers consists of a multitude of 
weak creatures, who, placed on a rapid declivity, between 
their passions and their wants, have not the power of 
resisting those dangerous seductions that beset Ibem, and 
lure them on to ruin by bad example. It is, for the most 
part, amongst gamblers, that recruits are found to fill up 
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this dtstreasing list, the members of »hidi are on th« 
high way that leads to the scaffold. A crown throno 
on the green table is the overt act for him ^ho doei so ; 
circumstances follow, be l» compelled to become a 
fbiger, thief, assassin, parricide; those who auihoriie 
gambling are accomplices and provoken to crime : the 
Uood of the infeluated being, and that which he shed>, 
is OD your head. 

The individuals who range theraselTes in Ae third 
dass are the necessiioas, whom miset; alone has ren- 
dered guilty., Society ought to be indulgent towards 
them. The whole, wilh >ery few exceptions, only ask ' 
lo be at peace with the laws ; but fonnerlj it was indis- 
pensable that they should be at peace with their stomach. 
Population is certainly too much narrowed, or rather 
those who have the means are tooegoliiticiS as to their 
appetite. 

Should not punishment be graduated by necessity, 
ID proportion to the greater or inferioi understanding 
of the delinquent ; in proportion to his sitnation ? The 
extent of his in[ellecl,nis abilities, cultivated ornot, and 
a crowd of other powerful motives which always more 
or leas ifestroy the free action ofwhat comes afterwards ; 
— should they not betaken into consideration? Punish- 
ments are proportioned to crimes : true, but the same 
crime is alrocioiis or excusable according as it is com- 
mitted by a doctor of law, or a wild rustic of Basse- 
Bretagne. 

In a state of civilization with whitdi we are not all 
equally sharers, laws, that they may not be unjust in 
their application, should be made, like the soldier's 
dress, of three sizes, with a great latitude lo the judge's 
discretion to decide according to the drcnmstauces of 
the case. 

Thieves by prof^ion are all those who, voluntarily 
or not, have contracted a habit of appropriating to 
themselves the pioperty of another ; they have but one 
word, one thought — plunder. This class includes from 
*lie pickpocket to the highway robber ; from the usuisr 
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to the dealer who deals in a paSice, oi id the proviiions 

We will Dot mention thoee who ate not accused. 
The olb#n form ten or IwelTe quite distinct species, 
without countiD([ the yarieties ; then came the paaseis 
from city to city. As to the object they propose lo 
theiDselTes, ihievei are eTerynhere pretty generally 
alixe ; but it is not erarywhere that they operate »imi- 
larly, they progress with the age they live in. Cartouche 
now would only be a daring fellow, (ganaehe renforeie,i 
and Coignard out of the bagne would pass fot an active 
light-horseman (volligear). The moving world has not, 
to my knowledge, an academy, but it yet possesses, like 
the literary world its classics and romances ; the scheme 
which formerly was " deep and knowing" is now but a 
poor device. The parse covered with bells, whence 
the tatbr was to be priggad without one of the bells 
sounding, — thispune, which to our ancestors seemed a 
trial so ingenions and dexterous, — this purse is as Coi- 
neilJe, as Racine, as Voltaire — Bacoeo III 

It is to the living that our modems address them- 
•elves ; it is in nature that they make their first essays. 
At their very first d6but they do some mastA-stroke ; 
in their estimation the ancients are as if they had never 
been. There are no more models, no more copies, no 
more routes traced out, no one imitates. The contest 
is, who shall strike out for biraself some novel mode of 
ptoceedinE. However, he is in a circle in which tlie 
originals themselves must move, I have observed them , 
I have seen their point of departure, I know how they 
go, and whatever may be their evolutions or their 
genius, all the sinuosities of their progress are known to 
me beforehand. ~ Through the thousand and one trans- 
formations which are produced daily by the necessity 
of escaping a searching surveillance, I have been able 
to distmguish the character proper to each species ; 
the physiognomy, language, habits, manners, dress, 
arrangement, and details; I have studied all, reyem- 
beied all : and if an individual pass before me, if fee be 
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t robber by profenior, I will point bim oul, I viii even 
tell his tine oF business. Frequently from the inspectioa 
ofa single article of clothing I would more quickly de- 
scribe a thief from head to heel than our celebrated 
Cavier, with two maxillaries aad half-a-dozen vertebrc, 
Ckn distinguish an antediluvian auimal or a fossil mi>n. : 
There is in the garb of a rogue hieroglyphics which on , 
ce deciphered with more certainly than those of which 
M. de Figeac boasts of baring giren as the inlerpreia- 
lion ad aperturam libri. ^tere are equally in taaoners 
lokeos which are by no means equivocal ; — I ask par- 
don of Lavater, as well as of the renowned doctors 
Gall and Spuriheim, in fact of all physiognomists or 
phrenologists, past, present, and to come ; for, in the 
mono^raphy that I am about to trace, I shall not heed 
the irregularities of countenance, nor frontal protube- 
rances, Dor occipital bumps : the indications I shall fur- 
nish will be more precise, and certainly more ascer- 
tained and positive, guarding carefully against Ihat 
spirit ID the system which only generates errois, A 
good toxicology is not based on hypotheses : see iliat 
of M. OrSla. We do not play with poisons ; and when 
we deaire to have a sure way of dislinguiahing between - 
good and bad mushrooms, between the poisonous 
species and those which are not so, we must hav« 
proo& of an -evidence so constant and palpable, that no 
penum can mistake. That wa may and a support ir 
■ ' ' ' 'doctor Rocques, whtt 

o justly estimated. 

ximations, which (he 
reader doubtless did not anticipate, I have reached the 
confines of natural history, I am not sorry of the coinci- 
dence to declare that it is only by my method that I 
have undertaken (o class thieves. During my search a 
work fell into my bands with pictures, and foe men as 
well as children illustraiions hare attractions. Whilst 
the commissary was actively engaged in discovering: a 
pamphlet, (one, I think, by Paul Louis Courier,) I was 
amusing myscIF with the prints it contained. The 
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book which afforded me tliis innocent atnuseuent, was 
a MotioGologie or Mortacographie, in which all the 
orders uf monki and nuns were classed and described 
after ihe system of linneiu. The idea was ingenious : 
I confess that it made me smile, and afterwards when 
thlaking of drawing up a clauiGcation of thieves, I was 
klmoBt tempted to make a proiit of it ; but when I re- 
fleeted again, I was soon convinced that there would be 
a great deal too much to do lo detect in a robber the 
stamina, petals, pistils, corolla, capsules : ceitaini; 
with a little stretch of im^inatioo we can see all that 
in written down so humorously; (o make it appear, in 
spite of the phantasmagoria and conjurations of Ca- 

S*L03tro, is entirely anotiiRr thing I — The capsules of a 
InoT friar and the pistil of a visiting nun may be 
imagined without much eCfort. But although robbers 
propagate their species, and increase and multiply one 
amongst the other according to the commandment, they 
increase and multiply no more nor less than plants and 
animals ; as it is not that which essentially distinguishes 
them, I must renounce the linnxan system, and resolve 
to state only my plain and simple remarks, without 
troubling myself by inquiring if it would be more ad- 
vantageous to arrange them very learnedly, by adapting 
to the individuals who are the subject of it the ntore 
recent denominations of zoologjp. 

Perhaps in considering the treatise of AfofufronWe* 
of M, Geoffroy Saint HLlaire, I might contrive to en- 
grail my mode on bis ; but the analogy between mon- 
slrositirs, with which both of us are occupied, have not 
appeared to me sufficiently striking to induce me to 
take the trouble of consulting him. Besides, who dares 
affirm that the inclination to rob is an anomaly 1 — and 
granting that it is urgent to repress it, it is still a ques* 
lion of inquiry, if it be not instinct. This is not all. 
Morality and physics do not always dovetail : when 
the latter is right, the former wrong, and vice vertS, 
would jt not be an extravagance to wish to establish 
parallels T 
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I am oat one of those who recede from ii 
bul ID offeriog a nomenclature of thieves, 1 act con- 
fonaBb!]' to ancient usage. I have preserved In tbem 
the d«noininatioti9 under which ihey aie known to one 
another and to the police, since Pans has been snffi- 
dentl; vast and populated for alt species and varielies 
to be able to work simultaneously in its circle. I have 
been counselled logive, ex proftuo, a nomenclature of 
my own, with a terminology either Greek or Latin, I 
should then have trodden in the steps of Lavoisier and 
Fourcroi ; it would have been a path to celebrity ; but 
all that would have been only Hebrew for the common. 
What do I mean by Hebrew? What ails my head! 
I wag not thinking of the Jews ; it is a mother-tongue 
thb said Hebrew, On consideralion, Hebrew would 
have done, and Greek also; there are sreat Greeks 
amongst thieves ; so there are every where! However, 
if it had done me no other service, to call the CamMo- 
lain, for instance, Haiadomata (house-breakers), the 
Floaeurt, Balattttotomittei (cutpurses), I night have 

essed for a Hellenist. The late M. Gail would not 
ve beeo a greater than I, by good fortune ! But even. 
then, if 1 had, like the great chemist, analyzed, or 
caused to be analyted, one of these gentlemen, would 
anypersoD have been the wiser, because, aping Messrs. 
Gay-Lussac and Thenard, 1 should have said thus, 
a cambrioleur is composed, sinking evaporated atoms, 
or53.360 of carbon, 19. Q65 of oxygen, 7.0S1 of hydro- 
gen, 10.934 of azote, so much gelatine, albumen, 
osmaioiiie, &c. ? Good heavens 1 — lei us not go look for 
noun at two o'clock in the afternoon ; and, without 
caring for repuiation, let us not use words that signify 
nothing; let as call things by their right names, I 
hare found the thieves already christened : I will not 
be their godlaiher. It is sufficient lor me to be their 
historiographer. 



It I entered on a literary catee. ? Since I commenced 
Liq.i.zsoo. Google 
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the publication of my MenuHrs, I have been Tiaiud b] 
snnimariatM etta, who have offered to leach me 
French, od coodiiion that I would teach tbetn ila»g. 
Ferhapf they were philoti^ ut3 ? Be that as it may ; 
the learned Kantleniaii caow to my house. What did 
he want ? We shall lee. 

He accaii«d me : ■* Are you H, Vidocq V 

"ye»,Hr. What can I do for you T" 

" 1 have made a valuable discovery, which mtist inter- 
est jou very much." ; 

" Whatma;^itbe, sir!^ 

" A book, sir — the first, the most nsefiil of books for 

Jou ; and which, in duties so painful as those you bate 
ulfilled, would have saved jrou infioite trouble." 

" Tliis is mustard after diniler." 

" It cornea somewhat late t own ; but then it baa nol 
seea light these fifty years." 

" And who has kept it so long under a bushel T' 

" Who 1 do you ask I — the most terrible of out book. 
norms, (he late M, Boulard. He used to carry old 
books about in his pockets, which were as long and as 
large as a hearse. He invented the pockets it la Bou- 
lard. Ten houses, which he had in I^s, were like the 
cemeteries o! the dead, in which all that fell into his 
bands were pitilessly interred." 

" What an amateur of burials !'' 

" Ah, sir, it weie time he died t What treasures be 
had withdrawn from the world 1 — what unique copies 
did be keep in his bidden stores 1 This one also is 
unique ; it is not without some difficulty that I have 
exhumed it; but at last I have succeeded, and here it 
is — a small tome: Defamoiu LatroBtbiii. Merlin 
and Reooua.-d bid for it like madmen ; but I was at 
the sale; I was (here, and headed them. It is now 
mine! I have it in quarto, as you see. It is thus 
entitled, DefamotU Latromha htveitigandU, k 
Godefrido*. This Ijodefroid was a knowing person- 

■ CDecerningthe findiaguutoffanioBi Ilobbera,b]rGode(niid. | 
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B^ I — he knew Ihani all, sir ! Ah ! it vraii a nice busi- 
ness for him to smell out a ihiefl ll is io this leamed 
treatise that be has noted down the fruits of his labours. 
Your successor, M. Lacour, would give the world to 
know hit sevret I — But it is yours ; to jou alone that 1 
will pay due homage ; and 1 have come expressly to 
Saint Mand£ to offer it to jou I" 

" I accept it, air, and thank you mucli- But would 
you be so kind as to inform me who this Godefroid 
wasT" 

" Who be waB I Doctor in utrojue, contemporary 
with the illustrious Pie de la Mirandole, and professor 
of judicial astrology in the most distinguished universi- 
ties of Germany ; judge whether or no he was capable 
of writing 1" 

" These are high-MondiDg titles, ceHainly, and very 
honourable, but was he ever at the gatlies?" 

"No: but that did not prevent him from Knowing 
erery rtAber from the time of Eve, who stole the apple, 
to the rogue, Ti-ta-pa-pniff, who cribbed the car- 
buncle of tlie prophet ; there was not a thief whose 
prowess aud deeds he bad not at his fingers' ends." 

" And he related them to bis scbolais, this peda' 
goguer' 

' Related them, certainly r one must be very potent 



an amateur ; besides, if it were not abusing your ci 
pUisance, I would beg you to translate me some por- 
tions of the admirable treatise DefamotU.'' 

" Willingly, my dear sir, very willingly. Ttneo 
A^tua aitnbia, I have the wolf by the ears. You will 
be satisfied, ravished, astonished." 

"We shall soon see." 

We seated ourselves on a bench at the entrance 
of my sitting-room. I silenced my dogs who were 
barkinK, the " leamed pundit" began his version, and 
I paid the utmost attention. 

At fim it was necessary to listen to the evTrieuluM 
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vittB of M the mythological prigi, Mercnry, Pol]>- 
pheraus, Gaeus; Ihen came the heroic period, filled 
with robbers and robberies; these carried off the tiea^ 
sum of Dians of Ephesus, the flocka of tbii peiswi, 
the heifer of that, and the horse of another, Tnen, in 
the midit of a deluge of quotation}, were enumerated 
all the larcenies mentioned in Genesis ; the Medes, 
the Aasjriaas, the Romant, the Carthaginians, ap- 
peared b; tanu on the scene of action in due order, as 
chronology alloired of it. When I saw that there nerec 
vrould be an end of this I interrupted the translator.— ' 
" Enough, enough," said T, I 

" No, no, par Ken, you must hear this. Here is a i 
dissertation of a very ciirioui nature ; it relates to tba 
two thieves between whom Jesus Christ was crucified." 
The author was malting a research ai to what might 

" Bui-what avails their names 7" 

"Ah, sir! when we turn to the past, there is DO small 
research. Do you know that if they could contnTc to 
learn the name of one of the two, of the good one for 
instance, it would create a great commotion at Rome; 
for he is, of course, in heaven ; the Saviour has (old us. 
There would he a canoniiation, an opsetting of the 
legend, a revolution in the calendar, the pope would 
never have canonized with greater certainty ; he would 
have the word of him whom he represents i what work ! 
it would be in&lUble this time." 

" All this is passible ; but I will tell you frankly that 
I care not a straw about it.'" 

"Ah! I see it; ihe historical part fatigues you; 
you arie a man of deeds, M, Vidocq; let us pa£s to the 
practical part." 

" Yes, let us pass to ihe practical part, here I eipect 

" You will be content with him." 
" What says your doctor ?"■ 

" I have It here; attenlion. ' If you have been 
robbed, and would really desire to discover the autlwt 
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ofjrouT loss, begin by consulting jour planet; r«mem- 
ber under what star you wera bom; in which of hii 
twelve houses the sun has just entered ; examine at what 
point of the zodiac he was in hora nalaii; if it were 
under the sign of the Scales, it is good : there is justice 
to be htul, the thief will be hanged without remission. 
Then you must have observed the conjuuction of Maia 
and Venus, the state of the sky has s6 much iaflueuce 
over our destinies ; observe the position of Mercury at 
the precise hour when you came into the world ; the 
hour wbeu you first remailced that you had been 
robbed ; calculate, compare, follow Mercury, do not 
lose sight of him, it is he who carries off what you 
have lost ; if you cannot stop him, take the rosary of 
a patient who died in a fit of laughter, cross yourself 
seven times, recite on the cord five Patert and three 
Aoes and finish with a Credo, which you must say 
withotit a pause, from begitming to end, without taking 
breath: faith is necessary; after that, drink fasting a 
Urge class of water.' " 

" Yea, believe and dritik, of course; but, learned sir, 
your bmous treatise De famosit is but a collection of 
ridiculous idle stories." 

" What, sir, idle stories I the author gives his au* 
tborities, fifty pages of names, at the end of the book, 
poets, orators, historians, polygraphs." 

" Does he also mentiou the spies T' 

"He speaks of Argus and Briareus." 

",I hope that the one was afamous agent of police, with 
bis hundred eyesi and theother, with his hundredarms, 
— what a geiuiarmel" 

The pundit was infatuated with his acquisition, ajid 
whatever 1 said to prove that his book was a tissue of 
Qonsense and absuidily, he went away perfectly con- ' 
TiDced that he had made me a very valuable present, 
bat that from vanity I would not allow its value, 

I am sure that, in his estimation, Godefroid br out- 
weighed Vidocq, and yet all the knowledge of the an- 
cient tirortby wbose tesaons he proposed to me were 
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limited to snperstillous ceremonies. Faith was meet- 
•ary as to the disciples of M, Cousin ; faith is still 
sUive, veiy lively and robust I After Ihe burning of the 
bazaar BoufBsrs, did I not see a nosegay of violets on 
the walls, to discover whether or not the premises had 
been wilfully set on firel if there had been malice in 
the case, the nosegay would catch fire Ibe moment it was 
presented Id the place where the lire had commeDced; 
some witnesses tuio the JUunt, the nosegay was con- 
sumed ; the fact is authenticated, — it was like the 

irition of the cross of Mign£. 

iepope,cardiiials,bishop3,archbishops, God himself 
uiiiiini; with (he philosophers of the age, would not extir- 
pate credulity ; the princeofHohenlohe would still per- 
form miracles, there would be stilt conjurers, they would 
still cast nativities, consult coffee-grounds, whites of egga, 
dreams, signs, marks, sounds, and wonders. Old Mother 
Lennrmand, Mad. Mathurin, Fortune, and all the sor- 
cerers and sorceresses of Paris, the magnetisera inclusive, 
would not be the less resorted to, whenever a robbery wal 
committed, and most frequently before any declaralion 
had been made to the police. What is the consequence T 
Whilst they have recourse to supernatural means, the 
stolen property is lost past recovery ; the thief ha* had 
time to lake all precautions lo avoid detection, aad 
when, after having exhausted the resources of magic 
and divination, they present themselves at the office, 
in the little Rue Sainte Anne, lo invoke the minblry and 
aid of the " Chef de la Sdret^," as there is no trace of 
the misdemeanour, the investigation is fruitless, and the 
plunderer is the only one who can apply, whilst laugh- 
ing in his sleeve, that favourite provero of the weak and 
silly, " Failh alone can lave tu." 

If the multitude had a little more confidence in ray 
reliques than in those of my successor, it was that I 
was sometimes in comprehensible to them. On how 
many occasions have I not overwhelmed with amaxe- 
raent the persons whocametocoroplainof any robbery! 
Scarcely had they related two or three drcumstanco, 
when I was immediatelv in possession of the whota 
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(acts; 1 conctiided theiiaiory; or, without waiting for 
mote eiplanalioDs, I said, " the thirfit lO and so" 
Theji were thuDdeistruck ; were ih^y grateful ? I tbinb 
Dot; for geiier3llj> tbe complaiDanl remaiaed- persuadtd 
ntber that 1 had committea the robbery, or that I had 
made a compact with the devil. Such was the belief of 
iDji worthy applicants, that tbey could not suppose luy 
iDbrmatJOD derived from any other sources. The qpi- 
sion that I was aa operative, or rather the instigator 
of a great many robberies, was most general and widely 
extended. Tbey asserted that-1 was in direct relation 
with the most expert thieves lu Paris ; thai I had my 
injbrmatioa from them beforehand of the robberies they 
contemplated ; and that if they bad been prevented 
from iufoiuiing me oreviausly, for fear of losing a good 
opportunity, they did not fail, after a successful opera- 
tion, to give me a share of the spoil. 

They added, that I was associated in the proSts of 
their iudustiy, and only allowed them to be appre- 
hended at the moment when their activity was no 
longer productive to me. They were, it tnust be con- 
fessed, admirable fellows, thus to sacrifice to a man 
who, soooer or later, would gire them up to Justice] 
But there is no excess of absurdity which is oot ima- 
gined in ibis nether world; but as in the most absurd 
idea there maybe a bint glimmering of truth.thia brings us 
to tbe point whence we started. Interested, from duty, 
to know, as well as possible, all the professed tbieves, 
tnale and female, I eodeaioured to be informed exactly 
as to the stale of their finances, and if I learned that an 
advantageous change had taken pl^ in theiraffairs, 
1 oalurally concluded that they had been levying a lax 
somewhere. If the amelioration of their condition 
accorded with any notice left at the office, the conclu- 
aioQ was more probable stitl. Stilt it was but conjec- 
ture ; but I had an account renderetl lo me of the 
Hnallest particular that could in anyway enlighten me' 
Da the method of execution adopted to consummate the 
crime. I treat to the place myself, and frequenily 
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berore any search was comraeDCcd, I said to the party 
aggrieTed, " Be atill, I am suie of discoTering tbe 
pTunderera, as well as their boot]'." The following bet, 
the only one I will adduce, will proTe this : — 

Monsieur Pmnaud, a dealer in curiosities and ^hioO" 
able triokets, in the Rue Saint Denis, had been robbed 
during the night. They had efiected an entrance by 
force into his warehouse, whence they had carried off 
fifty pieces of India muslin, and many valuable ahawls. 
The next morning M. PniDaud came io haste to mj 
office, and had not finished the account of his loss, when 
I named to him the authors of it; " It can only hare 
been done,'' said I, " by Berthe, Mongadart, and their 
gang." 

I instantly set mj agents to work, to whom I gare 
orders to learn if thej were spending money in a lavish 
maniKr, A fen hours afterwards they came to tell roe 
that the two individuals on whom my suspicions had 
fallen had been met at a notorious place, in company 
with Touloute and Riveraud, alias Moroiini; that th^ 
were -newly dressed, and that, by all appearance, they 
had full pockets, as they had been seen in company 
with some girls. I knew who was their Jt7i«, ordered 



tale — he vfas sent to the gallies. As for the thieves, 
thai they might be brought to trial, it was necessary to 
obtain evidence by means of a Blralagem of my cpncoc- 
tion, which succeeding, they were apprehended and 
oonvicted. 

To be at the height of my employment, it was abso- 
lutely neoessary that I should be able to conjecture 
with some justice ; frequently I was so sure of my men, 
that 1 not only gare their names and residences 08^ 
hand, but 1 detailed their precise mode of action, and 
indicated the way in which they had proceeded to 
complete the robbery. , The vulgar, who are ignorant 
of the resources of the police, cannot conceive how any 
one can be innocent, and yet have lo much penpicuity. 
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For thoM who nerer leSect, the illusion ii sudi that, 
wiibout the least malevolence towards me, it wai pro- 
bable to suppose a conDivance and undeistandiag which 
did not exist ; but a good half of the inbabilants of 
Paris believed that I had the gift of seeing ereiy thing, 
hearing every thing, of luiowing every thing : and it is 
not eiaggeration to sajr thai I was, in their eyes, like 
IheSolilary.and therefore they invoked my assistance ou 
every emergency, and three-fourths of the times in mat- 
ters coDoeming which it was impossible that I could 
afibrd tbem ihc least assistance. No idea can be formed 
of the whimsical and ridiculous requests and statements 
which were sent lo me. It would be necessary to be pre- 
sent at one of those audiencea, during which the public 
were admitted into the Bureau de SQret^. A countiy- 

" Sir, I was walkiog in the Jardin des Plantes, and 
whilst I was a-looking at the beastes, up comes a gen- 
tleman, dressed for all the world as fine as a lord, and 
says he to roe, says he, A'n'tyou from Bourgogne? So I 
says, says I, that I be sure enough. Well, he told me 
that be was from Joigny, where he dealt in wood. We 
found that we were fellow-countrymen, and then he 
said we would go and see la lite da mart (the death's 
head). I assure you he was uncommon civil ; I didn'l 
think there was nothing wrong, and away 1 goes with 
him ; and as we were going out of the garden who 
should vie meet at the gate but some others as he 
knowed. One vras a dealer in linen." 

" Two of them, were there not? A young and old 

"Vea, sir." 

"The old man had been takii^ wineat ihedepdtr 



sot from met a thousand crowna, in beautiful tweii) 
" ^, it was gold! Did they not bid you conceal it 
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" 'Deed did they, and conceal it so well that, daiti 
Uy buttODS, if I could lind it again." 

" Ah I I kuow your men. Gaury, (one of my agents 
to whom 1 addressed myself,) these must be liemullt, 
Dttplaitquet, and the Pire defamille (Family man)." 

AoENT. " It hu all the appearance of being them.'' 

" Had not one of them a long nose T" 

" Yet, a precious long 'un.*' 

" 1 see I am not mistaken." 

"Oh not you have clapt youi linger on the chap at 
the Tery first time : some people would giiers twice brst; 
A long nose I Ah Monsieur Vidocq ! you are a good 
fellow. Mow I ara no longer uneasy." 

" Why?" 

" Since ihey are your friends who have robbed me, it 
will be easy for you to recover my money : only let it 
be soon — if possible this very day." 

" We do not go to work so quickly." 

" Why it is, you see, because I must return home. 
Aly house will not go on well vrhilst 1 am away : I 
^ave leA my wife quite alone ; and then, you must know,, 
vbe fair of Auierre is in four days from thi*,"'.- . . ■ . 

" Oh t you ace in a hurry, my good man." ' 

"Yes I am; but listen, we can manage? only give 
me fifteen hundred francs now down on the nail, and I 
drill let you off free for all [he lesi. That's coming to 
:he point, an'l it ? I think nobody can l>e more accom- 
sodating." 

"True; but I do not make my bargains in ihiB 

" But yet it all can be done, if you will agree." 
The Bourguignon having been heatd, it was the turn 
il a Chevalier de Malta, who had apparently obtained 
1 dispensation of marriage ; for be was accompanied by 
his noble spouse, who brought her Bonne with her. 

The CSEVALttlt. " Sir, I am llie marquis JDuioi*. 
velex, an old emigre, and have given unequivocal testi- 
monies of my attachment to the Bourbon family." 
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The CnEVAi.iEH. *'I come neie to beg jou will be so 
kind as to hare a search set on foot lor my servant, nho 
has made off from my house vrilb a sum of three thou- 
sand seTCD hundred and fifty francs, and a cold chased 
watch on which I set a very considerable value." 

ViDocQ. " Is this all that has been stolen from you V 

The Chevalier. " I believe so." 

The Ljidt. " No doubt be has taten other property. 
You Lnow very well, Marquis, that for a long time Dot 
k a day bas passed but you have missed sometime! one 
tiling, sometimes anotbei," 

The CnEVALiER. "Tiue, Madame la Marquise; but 
at present let us only talk of the three thousand seven 
hundred and fifty francs, and the watch. The watch 
must be had, whatever it cost me. It soffices to say, 
ti.at it vias given me by the lale Madame de Vellerhil, 
my mother-in-law ; you know that 1 would not lose it.'' 

ViDOcq. " It is possiUe, sir, that you nill not lose it : 
but, in the first place, I shall be obliged to you to give 
me the names, surname and christisji, and the descrip- 
tion of your servant." 

Tlie Chevmieb. " His name I That is not difficult. 
His name is Laurent." 

Vioocd. " What country does he-come from ?" 

The Cbevalieb, " I think from Normandy.'' 

The Ladt. " You are wiong, my friend. Laurent is 
a Champenois. I have heard him say twenty limes that 
he wasbom at Saint Quentin. Besides Cuu^^onde can 
clear up this point. — (7*uminj- loirards the Boiinv) — 
Cun^onde, was not Laurent a Champenois I" 

CtJNE«ONDE. " I beg pardon of Maoiine la Marquise, 
1)ut I think he came from Lorraine. When he bad a 
letter, it always had the poif mark of Dijon." 

VinocQ. " You do not seem unanimous on ihe place 
of his birth; and besides, Laurent is probably only .bis 
baptismal name : and there is ' more than one ass at the 
fail called Maiita.' It will be necessary for you to'lcll 
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roe hia tamilj name, or ax least that you give me so ae< 
curate a description of hia person that he lutut be re- 
(uwnised." 

The Chevalieb, " His family name I I do not know 
if be ever had ona : those persons seldom have any : 
th«y have usually only what is giten to them. I called 
him Laurent, because it suited me, and because it wa« 
the name of his predecessor : names are transmitted 
with the livery. As to his country, have I not told you 
he comes either from Normandy, Cliampagne, Pican!;, 
or Lorraine T As to his person, his stature is of the 
common siie. His eyes — good beaven, he has eyes ^ 
like everybody else in the world — like — like you, like 
me, like the lady. His nose has ntMhing remarkable. 

His mouth is 1 have never looked particularly at 

his mouth. If we have a servant, it is to waitupon us: 
you must know that no one thinks of looking at him. 
As well as I remember, he was brown or deep chestnut 

Madame. " My dear Marquis, I have some idea that 
he was fair." 

CvHEooKnG. " Fair as a Ripsy, then. He was. aa 
red as a carrot." 

The Chevalier. " Possibly, buldiat is of very little 
consequence. What M. Vidocq needs to know is, that 
before the robbery, I called him Laurent, and he must 
still answer to thai name, unless he may have assumed 
another." 

ViDOcq. " Very tmei M, de lapalisse could not 
have spoken more oracularly. However, you will a^ree 
nith me, that to ^ide ine in my search, some details 
rather more explicit and less vague are indispensable to 
we." 

The CHEVALrEK. " I know not how to give yba an/ 
more accurate. But in my estimation, these should 
suffice ; with a little address, your men will soon lay 
hands on the fellow ; and they will speedily learn when 
he is spending my manev," 

V1DOC9. " ] should be greatly flattered if I could 
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be of an; seriice to you ; but with such iodefioile 
descnptions how do f ou suppose 1 can set ^^a^ in the 
aflUr r 

The Cbevalieb. " Yet I come here with descrip- 
tion so positire, that you have only, in my idea, to wish, 
and you will get bold of the man ; it is a job half 
finished which I bring to you. Perhaps 1 have not 
told you his age, he may be thiiiy or forty," 

CVMEOONDE," He was not so old, Monsiew le Mar- 
quis, he was QOt more than twenty-four, or Iwenty-tiTe 
years of age." 

The Chetalieb. "Twenly-fbur, twenty-eight, thirty, 
forty, it is indifterent." 

ViDOcQ. " Not so much so u you nay imagine. 
But, sir, this serraot came to you from soloewheie or 
some place ; of course be wu recororaeoded to you by 
somebody V 

The Cbevalier. ■' By nobodv, sir ; a driver of a 
cabriolet sent him to me, that's all." ' 

ViDocQ. " Had he acharacter?" 

The CsEVALiEB, " Certainly jiot, be bad none." 

ViDOCQ. "Be had some recommendation, testimo- 

The Cbevalier. " He showed me some papers, 
but that is all nothing, I did not pay any atlenlion to 

ViDocQ. " In that case, how can you imagine that I 
can fiod the thief? You offer me nothing, absolutely 
nothing, yihu^ oan giTe me the smallest clue to the 
a&ir." 

The Chevalier. " You are joking, surelyi I offet 
yon nothing I Why for a quarter of an hour 1 have 
been at the trouble of talking to you. I have answered , 
all your questions. If it be necessaiy to put the thieves 
into your hands, what need is there of police ? Ah 1 it 
was not so with M. de Sarlines. 1 need not have told 
him the hundredth part of what I have just communi- 
caied to you and my servant, my watdi and my money 
would have been all fbithcoming ioitantiy.'* 
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ViDOCft, " He was a great man, M. de SartiiMa. But 
W foT mc 1 do not undecCake lo woik miracles." 

The Chevalier. " Well, air, 1 shall go immediately 
to the prefect to complain of your careless conduct. 
Since you refuse to act, my friends ou the right side, 
the deputie* oE my prariiice, shall kuow that the police 
u good ftir nothing, and tbey will utter it in the uibune : 
I haie credit, influence — and I will exercise them, and 
then we thall see." 

ViDOCQ. " Well, Momieut le Marquis, go, a plea- 
sant walk to you." 

To this enraged eldetly suoceeded a man in a fustian 
coat, who thus spake : 

" Ba this here the master of Ihe spies, the chap what 
ketches they thieyes in suc^ «yle, eh?" 

" Well, my friend, what do you want?"' 

" Why I wants this here, a ailvet watch which some- 
body has done lae out on, in a place where 1 was." 

" Well, my lad, how did it happen? tell me all that 
occurred." 

" Why then, d'ye tee, my name's Louis Virlouvel, 
tiftinser, and rioe-dresser in ConSans-Sainte-Uouorine, 
lawfully married to my missus ; a father of a family, 
with four young 'uns, of which my wife is mother. 
She and I com'd to Paiii to buy some tubs, and as 1 was 
a-walking along, a-doing nor a-thinking o' nothing, I 
comes to a place not far from here, when, saving your 

presence, 1 felt hard pressed to . 1 stopped before 

a wall, y'see. and I unbuttons my smalls, and just as I 
g o' myself, somebody hits n: ' -■ 



back, 1 turns round, and who should 1 st 

. »ay» ^ . ■ - 

is thai you my lad? Come, and let's ha* a buss o' thy 



iss, who says, says she. What ! my lad Theodoti 



■ivibi 



check,jny darling; end so before you could cry pars- 
nips, she kisses me, and then aies me if I'll go and have 
a diop o' summut <vi' her. Now, as I am a linedrfsser 
ye know, and we vine-dressers are always ready for a 
drop, I was amte wiping. She it^ils me she has a 
young friend that she wants to (etch. Well, says I,^ 
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and fetch her, but stir yet stumps and make hasle back 
i'jt see. Away trala madam, and I waits ; but as she 
did not come back, 1 got a-tired a wailing for she, and 
a-gtung to pull out my watch to see what's o'clock, 

I'm d if there vvat e'er a watch left in my fob I 

It bu melted like butter in a hot hand. Then, says I 
lo myself, I'm done, and ray watch in f/oae without 
sayinj; good-by, I runs as batd as I could the s&roe 
way she had gone, but no sight of madam ; and the 
chaps I asked, told me a* how I had best come here, 
and that your men would find my silver natch, what 
cost fifty-fire frMics, what I bought at Pontoise, at a 
watchmaking man's; what went like an angel, a-poioiing 
out the days of the month, with a lock of my daugh- 
ter's hair all done up by herself, nothing was ever more 
beat! fuller." 
" Did you look what sent of a woman she was T' 
" What, she that robbed me V 
" Why, yes." 

" She is rather old, her youth has past ; she is like 
the gammon of bacon, neither too fat, nor too lean ; she 
is between stouLsb and thinnish; she is p'raps about 
five feet (French measure) alt but eight or nine inches, 
thick about her size, with a lace cap, cocked up nose 
rather a biggish 'un. Let's see, bow big'a her nose ? 
why I'll tell you ; here, as big as this weight, like a 
pear, on your papers, to hinder the wind from blowing 
them away, or within the sise of it by a horse hair ; with 
a red petticoat, blue eyes, a shell snuff-boi of a rose 
colour, which was full" 

" You give me a very singular account; these are all 
false details which you have given me : I am convinced 
that you were not robbed on the highway; for to have 
observed all these details you must have seen the 
woman for some time, and thai pretty closely. Come, 
come, instead of giving us long stories not founded on 
common sense, confess that you allowed yourself lo be 
templed into, a bad bou;e, and that whilst you were 
there, your watch disappeared." 
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" I Me as it is no manner of use to conceal anything 
from you. Yes, you are quite right" 

" Then why give me a mlse account T" 

" Because 1 was bid to leil yon what I did, to get 
my ailier walch back, as coal me fifly-iiTe franca." 

" Can you poiot out the house where you went wi h 
this woman V 

" Certainly; it's a house on the first floor, if) a room 
with a ubie, at the cornet of Ihe street." 

" Well i'bilh you give a rery precise account to en- 
able us to discover the place." 

" Ah, so much the belter ; 1 ahatl gel my watch back 
i^ain, shall I not, sir?" 

" 1 did not say so, for you have given loo vague a 
description," 

"What I did I nol just tell you that she had red 
eyes; I mean a red petticoat and blue eyes, and a 
lace cap; is not ihat clear enough — lace! I do not re- 
member the colour of her stockiogs, but I know that i 
she had packthread garters, and her shoes tied with the j 
same ; after this you don't want no dots to your i's; 
you know how to go lo work. As soon as yoa give me 
my silver watch of fif^>Gve francs, I wilt give you a 
botlle and ten francs for your comrades to drink." I 

" I am much obliged lo you, bul I nerei work inte- 
restedly." 

" Ah, that's all very goodandveiyfine, but the priest ■ 
must live by the altar, and eveiy one does by his trade, J 
you know." ) 

" I ask you for n»t1iing." 

" Yes, yea, but you will get back my watch of fiftj- 
five franca T' , 

" Yes. if she bring it to me T will send it to you." 
" I rely on you, at least do not go lo put me in the 
box with the fbrgotlen you know," 



" Good-by till I see you again," 

LD.i.zcoo.Cooyk' 
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Tbe Tine-<tresii«r beiog dismissed nilh all (he hopes 
which his Tiolalion of the maFiiage contract could suj;< 
rest, I saK oDc of those good shopkeepers of the Hue 
Saint Denis, whose forehead, howexer insignificant it 
maj be, reminds one perpetually of pour Acteon. 

" Sir, (said the citiien,) I ha»e come to ask you to 
commence a search for my wife, who decaraped yester- 
day with my clerk. I know not the route (hey hare 
taken, but they cfinnot be far on the road. For they 
have carried off booty with them — money and goods ; 
they hare carried offereiy thing, and Ihey may escape I 
Oh, if they are not taken, 1 would rather lose my Latin, 
I am sure they are stitl in Paris, and if you commence 
a search forthwith we shall catch them." 

" 1 must observe to you, that we do not comnieDce 
our operations without some arrangement - we require 
■n order for marching ; begin by making against 
niadame your wife and the raiisher, a complaint of 
adolCery, in which you must accuse the latter of having 
carried off your effects and goods." 

" Oh yes I niil lodge a complaint, and whilst I am 
Md^ my time the traitors will get away." 

" TTiat is probable." 

" Such delays when there is danger so near I My 
w^fi- is my wife: every day, every njght her fault is of 
more consequence. 1 am a husband, I am outraged : 
1 am in my own right. She will only have children, 
, and who will be the father? he will not be the father, 
I I shall. No, since there ii no divorce, the law ought 
to have foreseen"' — 
I " Well, sir, the law has foreseen nothing, there is a 
I prescribed form, and it cannot be dispetued with." 
I " Very fine, truly; form and ceremony 1 if it be so, 
«el! may we say, that forms empty our pockets. Poor 
husbands I" 

" I know very well, that you are much to be pitied, 
but I can do nothing in the ailair; besides you are not 
a solitary sufferer." 

" Ah, Monsieur luUs, you who are so obliging : do 
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b« SO good as lo have them apprehended Ihis very dajr ; 
take that upoo yourselfj 1 beseech you do not itbae 
me, and you shall lind that 1 am not ungrateful." 

" I repeat to you, sir, that lo do what you desire, I 
must have a mandate from the judicial authority." 

" Well, well; 1 see but too plainly that they will 
deprive me of wife and fortune I Who wiU they pro- 
tect ? — >Vice. It is vei? worthy of the police, certainly t 
If it were the arrest of a Bonapartist you would he all 
at work : but it is a deceived husband, and do ooe stin 
a step. It is delightful to see how the police conduct 
themselves ; so when you see me again it shall be good 
fbr your eyes. My wife may return when she chooses, 
and if rbe is carri^ off again it will not be to you that 
I shall address myself: God protect me from such !" 

Hie husband withdrew, very discontented, and it 
was announced to me that an original solicited a 
moment's conversation. He appeared. He had a long 
body, long coat, long waistcoat, long arms, long legs, a 
long, pale, icy, deathly, emaciated face, rising from 
a long stiff neck, like the rest of the long figure which 
belonged to him. The whole seemed to move on 
springs. At the sight of this automaton, his pigtail, 
which reached down lo his loins, his loose gaiters, his 
rumpled shirt, his broad collar, his enormous sleevet, 
his large umbrella, and his small silk bat, I was con- 
strained to do my utmost to avoid laughing in his face, 
so much did bis comic air tally with his grotesque 

" Deign, sir," said I to him, " to be sealed, and in- 
form me of the motive which brings you hither." 

" Mounpeer, I hinlroduce myself to you from Mister 
Lowender,* constable in Bowe street in the capital ot 
Great Britain ; he recommended me to you, raounseer, 

to find my vife, who is making me a here in Paris 

with voii Mounseer Gaviani, a Uitalian hofficer, what 
lodged in the public ouse." 

• Query I^vciKler? — Tiuhsl. 



UBMOIHS OP Vi-JCQ. 27 

" I am ID detpair, sir, to be compelled to reruse my 
aid in such a seatcb. IS it be only a seach of (bis na- 
lute, I can tell you of a person who, for a certain sttm, 
will do alt that ia requisite under these circuiBSlances." 
"Yes yes; a seaich Tarrant — I liuoderstands you; 
you make me werry satisfied." • 

" Gi«e me, ifyou please, the name of yoar vife, her 
desciipiion, aitd all the details which appear to you 



as my brother who is called Becooi, i 
lore us was called Becoot. My vife and I vas married 
in Lunnun in eighteen hundred and fifteen : she vai 
andaome; she vas fair; herbeyesvas black; her nose 
vas helegant; her teeth vite and little; she had a good 
deal of — front — bussom, and spoke French better than 
I do. — If you find vhere she is, I Till take possession 
on her, and conduct her back to Lunnun by the first 

" I think T told you, sir, that Unas not I who would 
undertake the charge of this search ; but I will put you 
in n way to do it effectually, by introducing you forth- 
with to a person who will enter fuily into your views, 
Itivet, go and request the Doc de Modfene to come 
here at his earliest convenience with ' le Pgre Marti[i,"' 
(TheDucdeModtiDttwas the nickname of aseci^t agent, i 
a man of good conduct and air, whom 1 sent to the 
gambling houses.) I 

" Oh ohl you are a-going to hintioduce me to ■ ■ 
duke. I am henchanted f a duke ! a real live duke I If 
he cau surprise my vife with this here hofficer, and gtt 
me the diworce I vants, he is my man of vai." 

" I will engage (hat he shall find them lugetlier; I 
will even undertake that you shall surprise tbem in 
b«d, if yon like." 

*> Ofa oh ! in bed I that Toiild be better than the di- 
worce. For a dim. con. hevidence, nothing is better thao 
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finding in bed logetber — Ah, mounaeer, I an muclt 

bindebted lo you." 

The Due de ModSoe was not long m making hit 
appearance, and as soon as he entered U. Becont, having 
arisen and saJuled him with a triple reierence, ipok« to 
liini in ^eae terms:— • 

" Mounseer Duke, I vants you lo render a Mrrice 
to a niisrorlunate huaband, who haa bja forsaken by hia 
»ife." 

The agent, who was not free of coDtempt lonards 
the English, did not fail to assume the air of importance 
which accorded with the title which liad been bestowed 
on him. After having armnged wilh all dignity the 
tecniB for his services, and taken notes of the indications 
which M. Becool furnished, he promised to open the 
campaign instantly, that he might [lie sooner attain 
the desired result. The conversation was on this point, 
when I was requested by a messenger to attend at the 
office of the Attorney-General (Procuteur du Koi). I 
consequently left M. Becoot, and the audience was 
closed until neit day. Since I am in the mood tor 
digressing, before I return to the categories, the reader 
may not be displeased to learn the conclusion of this 
aHair with M. Uecoot. 

Forty-eight hours had scarcely elapsed, when the 
Due de Modfene came lo tell me that be had discovered 
the retreat of the unbithful one ; she was with her 
Italian ; and although they were on their guard, be- 
cause they bad learnt the arrival of the husband, be 
was certain ihiU he could detect tbem in his presence, 
in the midst of proo& of that horizontal intimacy which, 
OS far as conviction is concerned, leavea nothing to be 
desired. Whilst the duke waa explaining to me the 
Stratagem which he proposed to make use of, entered 
M. Uecoot, and, as I had anticipated, he was accom. 
panied by his brother, another Britannic caricature. 
** Two make a pair," observed my ageat, aside. 

*> Good day, lUounseer Vfdac — ah, here is Mister 
the Duke, 1 lioSer biro my politeness" 
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" Monsieur le Due baa great news for you." 

"Ah, aht great newal You've found 'em 
You may apeak oul afore mouDBMr; mouns 
Becoot; be waa my twin-brother. You've round 'em, — ■ 
really found 'em, eh V 

" Conie,''Moti9ieur le Due, tell these gentlemen what 
you have to aay." 

" Yes, jea ; tell us, Mounseer le Duke." 

" Well, then, I have found theiri ; and, as you wiah 
il, I will show them to you both in the same bed," 

*' In the same bed!" cried M. Becooi's brother; 
" that vill be a vonder of naterl amiraclet You're a 
conjurer, Mounseer Duke.*' 

" I swear 1o you, ihat Ihere is no conjuration in the 
matter 1 It is all a matter of physics." 

"Yea, yes, phvaic (fcmjrAmf ), ah, ah, ah I rummish 
physic, I reckon. 

" Since they sleep together," 

" Yea, yes ; naieral, wery nateral, in the same bed ; 
charming cohabitation I charming V 

"Channingr re-echoed the brother-in-law of Ma- 
dame Becoot, whose husband, laughing with alt his 
might, evinced his delight al the feet by contortions 
and grimaces the most burlesque. 

Mrs. Becoot and her lover had lodged for some 
months in the Rue Feydeau, Bt the house of one of 
those ladiea who, for their own particular profit, and 
the accommodation of strangers, keep a table d'h6te 
and an ^carl£ table; but anticipating persecutions, on 
the news of the arrival of the twin brothers, the adul- 
terous couple took refuge at Belleville, where a general 
knowQ to the lady gave them shelter. It was decided 
that they should seek them at this asylum ; and as 
M. Becoot was in haste, it was d^ided thai they 
should hurry on Ihe dinoaement. 

The next day was Sunday, and (here waa to be a 
gland dinner at the general's, after which, according to 
the custom of the house, play would be introduced. 
The Due de Mod^ne, long known as a thorough Ug, 
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had a good pretext Tor introducing himself at a meet 
ing where the Greela were admitted withool difficulty. 
Going to BelleTille when the evening drew od, he went 
lo the salon of the general, and staid there till two 
o'clock in the naotning, when he went out to rejoin 
Ibe two brotheis, who were in a hired oarri^e not fat 
from thence. 

" Now for it," iaid the dulte i " the couple are be- 
tween the sheets.'' 

" Between the sheets t" cried M. Becoot 
"Yes, sir, between the sheets; I haie almost as- 
sisted in putting them to bed ; and if you have courage 
enough to dare to climb, I will undertake to lead you 
to the alcoTc, when you will only have to draw the 

"Vat d'ye say! — climbl What do you mean T 

*' We must get over the garden wall." 

" Goddrni.' get over the wall I Now, you see, if «e 
climbs, the servants will call out thief. — No, no; no 
climbing fi>r me; and the guns and pistols bang, bang, 
pop, pop, over head and heels I shall pilch — and 
Mounaeei Gaviani will rejoice ! No, no I — do climbiDg, 
iny hearty I" 

'* Yei you must, if you would have the ofTetice de- 
cidedly proved." 

" The Becoots, Mounscer le Duke, are not fond o' 
running risks." 

" Then we must seize on the delinquents out of the 

feneral's house; that is the only way to incur no risk. 
know that after the btealtfasl, they will get into a 
coach, which will lake them to Pans; what say you to 
apprehend them in the coach!" 

" In the coach t — yes, yes, for prudence s^e," 
The Due de Mod^ne, his auxiliary le Pira Sfarlin, 
and the two islanders, placed themselves as sentintla 
to waich the departure. M. Becoot asked a thousand 
quesiions, and made a thousand and one reflecHans, 
more ridiculous each than the oiher. At lengih, about 
two o'clock in the afternoon, a coach slopped .»t the 
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door; a moment artemarda it waa opened for Madame 
Becoot and her cavalier. We may suppose that al 
this sight M. Becoot could do longer restrain his 
iadi^natioa; — tie did not preii frown. Your Engliah 
husbands aie marvel lous men, 

" You see, you see," he said to bis brother, " mjr rife J 
with her hinamurato." ' 

" Yes, yes, I see. He was in ihe coach." 

They faaad that the vehicle was directed to the Rue 
Feydeau. The Bnglishmen ordered their (wachmau to 
whip along, that they might get there first ; and when 
they had reached the Porte Saint Denis, at the spot 
where a staircase teada to the Boulevard Boune Nou- 
veile, they alighted. They soon perceived the coach, 
which was advancing al a gentle pace. The agents 
walked forward to stopit; and M.Becoot, having opened 
the door, said, with inconceivahle phlegm, — 

" Ah i good day, mounsesr. I beg your pardon, 
I've come for my vife, that you have been pleased to 
»alk tWnilb." 

" Come, ma'am," added the brother, " dou'tgo to 
make him a no more ; come along." 

Gaviani and Madame Becoot were perfectly terri- 
fied. Without any reply, they both alighted ; and 
whilst the Italian gave up Ihe contested prize, com- 
pelled to obey, the unfortunate lady was pitilessly in- 
stalled in the other coach between the two Becoots, 
fiicing the two officers. Everybodv was silent; when 
Madame Becoot,a little recoiered from the alarm, cried ' 
from the window — ' 

"Gavianil Gaviani, my friend! be tranquil and 
assured that I will only abandon you with life." 

" 'Old yer tongue, Mta. Becoot," said her husband, 
coolly, " I border you to be silent, ma'am. You are a 
faithless voman, you are a bad voman. Are you so 
shame-faced as to call Mounseer Gaviani ? You are a 
felon, ma'am, a great lelon ; 1 will 'are you put in the 
black -'ole." 

" You will do nothing." 



jo.CoDgIc 



32 UBHOIHS OF VIDOCQ, 

" I wilt I I will!" he stammered our, btlandiiK his 
head between the handlea of tino umbrellas, Whkfa, 
made of bucks' horn, formed a singular aoGompanimeiit 
to bis brow." 

" M. Becool, alt you can do will be useless. Ah I 
mj dear GaTiani." 

" Gaviani again I Gaviani tot eTerT 

" Yes, for erer. I detest jou j I Mutt yon." 
': " You are my vife." 

' " But answer me, M. Becoot, are you fitted to have 
a wife ? You are uglv, you are old, jon ue ridiculous, 
and you a** jealous. 

" I am good reason to be jealous." 

" You wish to have a divorce, have [ not given yon 
full opportuniiy ) I fly you; and what more would 
you havet" 

" I want lo be a legdly." 

" Would you hare ihA^dal of it?" 

" You vaot to — — rae in your own vay : I rani it 
to be done in a lali^iacloiy manner in my own vay : 1 
rani to be a , with justice and publicity, so as lo 



'* You are a monster in my eyes ; you are a tyrant : 
I will never stay with you." 

" You shall stay for the present." 

** You shall not hare me alive then ;" and thus me- 
nacing, she made a gesture as though to tear her face 
with her bands. 

" Ketdi 'old on her 'ands, brother." The brother did 
bold her hands; and then, after a brief slru^le, she 
became more composed ; but the sparkle of ner eye 
betrayed the anger and Gre that was within. 

Roused, enraged, but handsome wilhal as mucb as 
passion can be, near these heteroclite beings — these im- 
moTable and vacant bees — she looked like the Queen 
of Bacdiantes between two baboons, or rather a volcano 
of love between two peaks of ice. But, notwithstanding, 
the return of M. Becoot to the hotel wbeie he was lodg- 
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iog <ras a triumph, liis first ore woa to shul h«r up in 
a room, the keyorwiiich he inirusied ko no one: but 
when a husband becomes his wife's gaoler, it ii lo 
agreeable to her lo deceive his vigilance! We know 
the song — MaigrJ let verroux tt la grilltt. Sec. Spilt 
of bolls and Won bar$, &c. 

The third day of this conjugal caplivily, Madame 
Becoot grew tir«l of her cage. The fi>urth, I called on 
M. Becoot: it was not twelve o'clock : 1 found him at 
;able irilli his brother, &ciQg a plum-pudding and a 
doien bottles of Champagoe, the corks of which they 
had already taken oul.~ 

" A good day, bonne jor, Mounseer Vaidoc, you are 
weny purlite to come and give us a call. Vat lay you 
to a dropo' Champaynef' 

" Thank you ; [ never drink bating." 

" You are not an Englishiaao, then," 

" Well, you are DOW as happy as possiUe; the Due 
de Mod^ne has restored you your wifr, I compliment 

"Compliment] OoiUem, she's hoffi^nl" 

" What 1 could you not keep her V 

'< She was carriM hoff, I tell you, the felon I" 

" Siace it ia so, do not let us say aiw more about it." 



Chai 



" No, say do more about il, drink Champagne ; he is 

These gentlemen again insisted that I should keep 
them company, but as 1 was compelled to preserve roy 
head cool and clear, I begged (hem to excuse me, and, 
after congratulating them, look leave. They certainly 
were soon afleiwaids under the table. 

In this way does your genuine Englishman cool his 
anger and slake his animosity ; they are drowned in 
pint bumpers and brimming goblets, and if when lie 
sleeps they call him coucon, and at his waking, pointing 
to him with his finger, say, Ah, tiers he it, he laughs 
angrily, and rather than hide his head, the tipler grows 
enraged. He will have an inquiry— gets a divorce. 
Whose is the fault! Gaviani'a! Bergami'si! the Ptin- 
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cess's, or the god's who made her so faandsome ? No ; 
To whom then ? To porter, port, buranndy, cbai»- 
pague, in &cl. to Bacchus, under every disguise, fann, 
shape, and colour. 

But why should I seek to penetrate the fbg which 
eoTelopes maaners Dot our own ? We lite on the banks 
•f the Seine—why trouble onrsdves as to what passes 
■n the banks of the Thames? Perhaps some English 
Vidocq wilt one day teach us. Uotil then, 1 confine 
myself to tfae episode of M. Beeoot, whom I never saw 
again. 

But I return to m« mmtom, that is, to my cate- 

The distinction of thieTM, According to the line of 
business they f<dlow, would be of little import if, at tba 
same time that I unveil the means exercised hj them 
to live at out eipente, I did not point oat what pre- 
cautions should be t^en to place ourselves out of the 
reach of their attempts. 

If they carried off but a tenth of the superfluities, 
perhaps there might he some cruelty in seeking to pre- 
vent them from procuring the necessary means of exist- 
ence ; but as, considering the hazard of their mode of 
subsistence, between Irus and Crasua (the beggar and 
the king), they do not always choose, but take indiffer' 
ently from where there is too much, and where there is 
not enough ; and as, besides, they take also to lavish 
pFofiisely, I will, without mercy, open my battery upon 
• them with all my skill, so as to beat down and mate a 
breach in their industry, and, if it be po!i9ible,to put it 
m MC, according to the expression of our old Polfarceletf 
I mean the old chroniclers, or rather romancers. 

No capital in the world, London excepted, has with- 
in it so many thieves as Paris. The [Hivement of the 
modem Lulelia is incessantly trodden by rogues. It is 
not surprising ; for the facility of hiding themselves in the 
crowd mates all that are baalydisposed resort thither, 
whether French or foreign. The greater number are 
fixed constantly in this vast city ; some only come like 
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"e indigenous pianU, which make n fraction in the po- 

rildtiOD, of which the deDotninator is tolerably high, 
leave to the great calculator, M. Charles Dupin, the 
task of enumerating them in decimals, and telling us if 
the sum that it amounts to should not be taken into 
consideration in the application of the black list. 

Parbian robbera, in general, hate the provincial thieves; 
they have, and justly, the character of making no diffi- 
culty in selling their comrades to preserve their liberty. 
"nius, when by such a circumstance they are thrown 
out of their sphere, they do not easily lind any person 
to associate with ; besides, th^ have a great predilection 
for the place of their birth. The children of Paris can- 
not separate ihemsdvet from their mother ; they have 
for her a depth of ipexhauBtibie tenderness : 

^ tout let crtart hitn nit, qmt la patrit al chire ! 
Transported to a department, a Parisian thief is com- 
pletely out of his latitude. Had he been flung from the 
moon like an aerolite, he could not be more bewildered, 
more awkward — he is a cockney, a thorough cockney in 
every sense of the word j at cvecy moment he fears to 
take a dog for a ibx. It is terrible when a man does 
not feel lus nay and know his ground I he knows not 
where or bow to pot bis hands or feet, and is, perhaps, 
walking on burning coals, ctii«r> doioto. He dare* 
not advance a step, because he has a bandeau over his 
eyes, and if he should get into a diCBculty, no .one is at 
hand to cry "Take care;" on ^e contrary they are 
amoEed to see him in peril, because they think Ufa a 
cowvd. If he embark in any plot, they leave him to 
finith it; or if in his road he meet a gendarme, never 
mind, ill luck to him, bad fortune be^l htm. 

In a small town a thief is completely out of hi» ele- 
ment; he is like a hen with only one chick, like a 
fish in a net, a fish in a frying-pan ; it is not his na- 
tural place ; there is too much quiet in a circumscribed 
city, too much tranquillity, circulation goes on much 
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100 regularly, too clearly; much more U he al his eoM 
in the midst of tumuli, (K«ru«ion, bustle, embarrass- 
nent, disorder, and a troubled and muddy stream of 
aflaiTs. All these advantages are coacenlraled in Paris, 
in the limited but well-filled department of the Seine, 
in a periphery of from five to six leagues, in a space 
which would scarcely suffice for the formiiion of a park 
for a great man. Paris is but a point, a dot, a speck 
on the globe, but that point is a cloaca. At this point 
rally alt sorts ; at this point myriads of possessors of life 
par excellence meet, pass, repass, cross, jostle, disturb, 
and live. The Parisian thief is habituated to rhi^ horly 
burly, this assemblage ; and out of iU sphere of actios 
he nanders vaguely, aod his talent is lost, extinct. He 
knows it very well, and what proves it incontestably is, 
that if he can only contrive to escape from the baene, 
it is always to the capital that he flies on outstretched 
wing; he will soon again be caught — but what then? 
He will have once more worked in his own way, and in 
his peculiar element. 

Proviocial thieves coma soon enough to Paris ; not 
thai the climaie suits there, better than any other, but 
they are a species of cosmopolites, who find that place 
their home, and that countiy their falheiland where 
there is any thiug to be stolen. Ubi beue ibi patria, 
(where there are the means of subsistence, there is my 
country) is their motto ; ihey will accommodate them- 
selves equally well when resident at Rome as at Pekin, 
if there be plunder attainable. They have neither Iha 
agreeable exierior, nor the subtle plans, nor the lofij 
demeanour of the Parisian plunderer, and were they to 
live for an age in Paris they would always be downs 
Ivokeb). Let amis dt Pan<Jn (the men of Paris) would 
always reproach them with being made of a Aanit- 
fnl of bhmderi, and without resemblance to any 
thing that has a human appearance. Their conduct 
and manners are their weak am] failing points; they 
have no urbanity ; and do what they can or wilt, Ibey 
will never be perAimed by that Attic flower whoM 
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cbarmlag odour delights and overcomea the briUiaDt 
and friTolous vortd, which can only be duped after it 
has been seduced. They ate destitute of that sharp 
nil irhich, under certain circunutances, gives to th« 
indigenous thief a decided superiority ; but yet they 
have more capacity. Beneath a rough, unpolished ei> 
terior they conceal a share of astuteness and fineasa 
which, in fiist-rale enterprises, make tbem competeut 
to surmount obstacles opposed to them, and to Acquire 
the confidence of reSective persons'. Consult the ar- 
chives of crime, of all extensive robberies, all daring 
and deeply-planned plundering, and they vrill be found 
Ibe work and deed of provincial robbers. They are 
not timorous, bat bold, perjeverin^, refiective. They 
plan vrell, they execute still better. 

The original robbers by profession in the capital are 
seldom assassins ; they have a horror of blood, and 
when they do shed it, it is always with regret, and under 
circumstances unforeseen and unprovided for, into 
which they have been involuntarily urged. It it very 
rare that they are provided nith arms, and they only 
use them to escape, in case they are in danger of being 
apprehended in tne commission of some act of robbery. 
Ine great crimes of which Paris is occasionally the 
theatre, are generally perpetrated b; strangers. One 
particularity is very singular; it is that assassinations 
are generally committed by some novice, in the com- 
mencement of his career. This is true, perfectly true, 
although it may displease those observing moralists who 
repeat after die poet r — 

Before the commission of a bad action, experienced 
thieves calculate the consequences of the enterprise 
which they are about to undertake. They know the 
difficulties they have lo encounter, Ihey play bocaus* 
diey must cast the dice ; but if it be a question, whethei 
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ibcy shall Mt ibeic " all" upon the cast, ikey considRT 
tmce. The code which the) study, peipelially reminds 
tfaea^ "Thug far shall thou go, anil »o farther," and a 
gKal proportiiMi of thera recede before solitaij irapri- 
woment, before BeduuDn for life, before death. It is 
but without iatentLOD, that ia tbis enumeration, 1 place 
death in the last place ; it is the least of dreails, I will 
prove it so, and then let an; one decide bow far oar 
penal laws are pn^rl; and fittingly ^duated. 

ProTincial thieves, generally less civilized thao thoM 
whose edoealioii has been carried on in Pans, expe- 
rjeoce bo refS""**^ >" coraminin^ murder j they do 
•«t cenflne tbemselves to self-defence; they attack, and 
frequently in Iheir expeditions, are not only rash, but 
also testify a eniel and saaguinary feeling carried to tbe 
gi«ateM, extent. A thcnitaud barbarous traits, noted 
down in tbe judicial journals, can prove what I here 

The wisdom of natiotu faai loi^ proclaimed it m 
a tfdtJi, that wolvei do not Jevonr each other i tad that 
the .proverb, though somewhat " musty," ataj not be 
belied, thieves have a vast idea of the sentiments of 
confraternity. They all regard each other as the meio- 
bera of one large &iii]y; and although the provincial 
thieves aad the Parisian thieves are usually but little 
disposed to give each other any assistance, antipathy 
or prejudice is not carried to any injurious extent. 
Thene is always an undcntanding whicb is observed and 
TMpectfid in uieie generalities : " the beast," as would 
■ay a philosopher of the Upper Rhine, *' has a kindly 
feeling lo the beast of his own race ; the brother likes to 
find a brotlieT'." Thus Sieves have signs whereby they 
recognize eacb other, and a language peculiarly tbeii 
own. To possess ibis language, to be initiated into the 
signs, even when you are not of Vlieir ptofession, is 
already a claim to their sympathy, and is, at any erent, 
a presumpiioD that they are with /rieiidi. But ihescb 
though more valuable and useful under certain circum- 
Mance* than those of fi-eeroasonry, are oot an infallible 
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fuarantM of secarilj', and even if we kiitiw tlang ns 
nell as a cWain youog lord nbom I abstain from tdcd- 
tiaainz by bis ignoble name, I would advise tbat no 
exceeding coufidcnce ihoutd be placed in wich an ic- 
quisition. I will tell a shotl advenluie, which I fdncy 
will pn>TB what I now stale ; I uk pudoa of my i«ad«r 
if I again interrupttheoontinuou* thread of my Memoira 
to tell a tale, but it h soon said. 

Pitr Bailly, an old gateke^par of Satale pelagle, had 
for tone toonths changed his erapluyMMnt tot llut of 
keener of the Depdt of Mendicity at Saint Denis. Fire 
Bailly was an old boy who liked Teiy well the juice of 
the gnipe ; but where is the jailei «ha does not dcit^, 
paiticularly when in good fellowship, and some oOe 
else pa^s for the liquor? For twenly-fira y«ars tbat 
he was in the prison, Pire Bailly had seen many thieves, 
he knew Ihem almuH all, and they all hid a ngmrd 
far him, because lie tiehaied kindly towards them ; he 
never took adv«utage of his ilaiion, t» wortjr them as 
much as possible. Towards those whose purse chinked 
well, he paid many Utile attentions, and we know what 
a jailer's " liliic attentioes" aie.. 

One day the old man had eoras to Paiis to get a 
small sum in the way of dividend, which he had amassed 
by ecoDomy during loog service. It was the mbttdm 
tateelutii (provision for old age), the ant'a provender, 
the wherewithal to procure the morning's whet and the 
daily quid. Payday h^ arrived, and Pfere Bailly 
lout^ed the money, lt*a /umdredfraaa ; be bad it, but 
going Bud coming he had swallowed a few drams, so 
&at when he returned to bis post he was rather ga; ; 
Ihat was so much the better, it gave him vigour, and 
■tTeagthened his legs. 

As he was walking alons in a *eiy happy mood, de- 
lighted at having settled his business so comfortably, 
wder the gate Saint Denis two of his old boarders ac- 
WMted him, smacking him on the back, 
•• Ab, good day, Pire Bailly !" 
" CDirnixg ruund) Good day, my lads T 
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" Will you hare a drop of anj thing sunding !" 

" Standing T— oh, yes, lor I have no time to Bit down 

Tbey entered the Deu» Bonkt. 

" A quartern and three tmU, quick and good." 

" Well, my soiis, what are you doing? — how g'o mat. 
teta, eh! Well, I imagine, for you leemjItuA ofbbint 
and in good feather," 

" Why, as for that, we hare not much lo complain 
of; aipce we left the ' Stone Pitcher,' business has been 
brigkiih." 

" I am glad on't; I like to see you happy; but take 
care how you get into Quter-gtreet, it ia an awkward 
place- 
He had emptied his glass, and put out his hand to 
bid adieu; — 

" Wbal, already t — we do not meet so often ; and we 
will have another go ; — another quartern V 

" No, no ; another time ; I am in a hurry, and must 
toddle; and then I am foot-sore, I hare run about so 
much this morning, and I have a good walk yet before 
me to Saint Tenaille (Saint Denis)." 

" A minute more or less," said one of the coTes, 
" that won't binder you. Let us go and sit down in 
the tap-ioom; shall we, PSre Baillyr' 

" Why, I can't refuse yuu ; come, I will go witb 
you, but tell them to bring in the liquor quickly ; orie 

Joartern, and no more ; I declare I will not nave a 
top beyond that — I make an oath!" 
The quartern was emptied; a third was called for, 
and entered, and went by the same channel ; as did a 
fourth, fifth, sixth, and Ptre Baiily did not discover 
that be had peijnred himself. At last he was com- 
pletely drunk, and kept saying between every draught; 
— " Well, it's DO use talking, I must toddle; it U 
getting dark, and that is not all. I have two hundred 
fVarics in my parcel; and if I should be robbed on the 

" What do vou feat? there is not a prig who would 
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do to to 70U ; ihey knew you loo nell to do that, Papa 
fiailly t he can go free any where, Papa Bailly I" 

" 1 know that; you are righL If the; were the lads 



D make the ftrfon*." 

"Oh, there's no danger; jrour health, Pire 

Bailly I" , 

" YoqTg;r— ab, now I am not at all tired, bul go I 
must; thare ia no preventing it. Good night, take care 
of youreelvei." 

" Well, well, we are not nmbitioua to gfet to your 
house m Kty street'' 

They then helped him to put hit atiok over bii 
phoulder, at the end of nhich was the pan»l contain- 
ing the raoney. Then Pfete Bailly, who was careful 
alwut il, takei hii departure. 

He reached the fauboui^, puffing, itumbliDg, rolling, 
balancing, reeling, like a two-penny postman who has 
business on both aides of the way, and went by sinn- 
nsities along, zig-rag. Whilst he wa^ Blphit>etiiing, 
and making the leliers S Z, and all Ihe other crooked 
ones in the alphabet, and some aon-desoripl and hiero- 
glyphical, the two "prigs" vere consuliing as to Ihe 
plan they should adopt. 

" If you lake my advice," said one, " we will lake 
the two hundred bob from Ihe old hunks.'* 

" You are right, his chink is a> good aa anolher'a," 

" To be sure, let's follow him." 

In despite ^his losing much gronad, P£re Bailly had 
already reached the barrier, and diey followed close 
astern. Still overpowered by wine, he sailed against 

* file orfSH il » siga of recogniiuics, wfaich carrupoiida 
with whit is called the grip is masonic Uagu^e. It ii tnida 
by drawing die Ihumb vertically down the face on one side of 
the noM (d Ibe lipi.- This b iccompinied with a peculiir 
laiie or cncking. 
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wind and ware : he had tno much sail — more sail thzi 
balliift; he stumbled, heaved, retrograded, went, crab> 
fiuhioo, sideways, so much so, that all the coachmen in- 
vited him to have a cabriolet. 

" Be off with you, fellows," said the gracious tum- 
key to this ofier, " P^re Bailly has a firm foot, and a 
good eye." 

He soon had reason to be tes^ proud, for on reaching^ 
the plain of Vertus, he found himself much embar- 
rassed. Figure to yourself this vorthy of a Gaul in lb* 
duichet of the tno thieves, ntio instantly seiuag bis 
throat, took away bis parcel. In rain did he make 
' the sign which should have served him ; rfu maigTe, ibt 
maigre, he bawled out lustily (paaswoid which h« 
wished them to understand) ; be told them his name : 
it u Ihe Pire BaiUyi but neither to signs, words, nor 
name, would they rive ear. "There is neither hi nor 
lean nuagTe," {said the thieves, altering' the sound of 
their voices,) ■* let go the parcel," .ind so saying, they 
arsa^eared, 

"That is rude, very rude," murmured the victiiD, 
"bul they will not carry it to paradise." 

This prophetic menace was very Dearly accomplished, 
but between them and justice there was in the brain of 
the old man anti-mneraotechnic vai>ours, and in his 
hemisphere the thick gloom of profound n^hl. Pbre 
^illy is dead. I resume the thread of my discourse : 

It would be impossible to class thieves if they did 
not class themselves. First, an individual obeys his 
inclination to plunder: he robs right and left; all that 
present! itself is fish for his net ; on the principle, the 
proverb, " Opportunity make* the thief;" bul your re- 
gvlar prig, your downy eraeluman, makes the oppop- 
tuoLty for himself, and it i* only in urison that he ac- 
quires what he requires to accomplish him as a perfect 
master of his profession. After having undergone one 
or two short puoishments, for there is no beginner who 
does not " go to school," he knows, and is made to know 
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nis own adequacy and aptitude; then, «nliehleaed on 
hU means, fie lesolvei lo adopt a decided class and 
bniiicb, and aeier leave it but " od compulsion." 

Thieves by eitraclion ate, for the moat part, Jews or 
Gipsies; encouia^d by their parents, they practise in 
a measure from their cradle. Scarcely able to use Ihcir 
legs and feet, they accustom their hands lo picking and 
slealing, and all mal-praclices. They are young Spar- 
tans in nhora &om *' n^ht till mom, from ftiorn till dewy 
eve," it instilled the admirable system of allowing nothing 
to escape their clutch. Their vocation is marked out 
befoiehand : they will follow the oblique paths of their 
race ; guides and lessons will not fail them, but they are 
thieves in every department; and that they may not be 
ignorant of their peculiar lum of mind and disposition, 
they try their hands in every line, and as soon as they 
have discovered that in which they excel, they confine 
themselves to that, it is their regular and determined 
pursuit : they hate adopted a special business, and do 
not wander trom it. 

Since the deluge, there has been but one Voltaire ; he 
was a universal man. From the creation of the world, 

one with a 

lions, these are very eircumscribed beings, and ( 
quently the least eccentric I have ever known. In ' 
fine, each litnils himself to collecting the fruits from the 
. branch lo which he appertains : wben (he branch yields 
hut poorly, they Ktean ; when it is entirely barren, they 

C* on to another, but thev do not pluck from two 
nches at once, and pernaps they would not be 
gainers if they did, since each branch is a monopoly; 
and monopolists, wbateier be their rank, station, or ob- 
ject, are too jealous of their prerogatives to allow of any 
one's infringing thereon. Some thieves, however, have 
Iwo strings to their bow — two stems to their tree — as 
a certain actress of the Porte Saint Martin would say. 
She would be right; these privileged gentry were ge- 
nerally married men; the man worked in his depart- 
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meat, Ihe wife in hem ; or elw, to make a comfbrtable 
house, they each, with mutual accoid, contribute to 
their mutual labours. 

Some ofthwe north; profeasorshaTea degree of pride. 
The swindler, who is a mail of the worid, deapises the 
pickpocket; the pickpocket, who coofiues himself lo 
the practice of adroitly abstractlDg a pone or a watch, 
would coDceWe himself offended, if it were proposed to 
him lo ransack a loom ; aod he who makes use of false 
kejs 10 procure access to an apartment which does not 
appertain uuto himself, considers the highway robber at 
an infamous and uugentlemanly character*. 

On the ladder ofcrime, whether he be high or low, 
whether he ascend or descend, man has his vanity — his 
disdain. ETcrywhere, in the moil aWect conditions of 
life, that his I uyselp may not suffer from Texation 
and humiliation, he takes care to persuade himself that 
he Is a better man than the one before or the one behind 
him. That he may inSate himself the more, he reflects, 
as concerns the exterior world, solely on the Tery lowest 
class of it. That, «l least, does not put him to shame;, 
he is steeped in mud; but if he raises his head above 
' the mire — if he sees another deeper in than himself^he 
tliinks he is on plain ground; that he gorems his des- 
tiny, regulates his steps, and goes on his way with a 
reioicing heart. This is the cause why all the ro^es 
who have not overleaped this mean region ofperreraity, ' 
in which probity exists but as a reminiscence, have ^•, 
ways pride in being less criminal than some others; 
this Is the cause why, above this sphere, it is, on the 
contrary, who shall make the most parade of their io> 
fomy and crime; this is, in fine, the cause why, in each 
species, even above that mean regisn in which disho- 
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aoiil' is more or less coDsidered, Iheie is not a rogue 
who does Dot aspire lo be 'the first of his class, — that is 
to say, tbe most skilful, the most succesiful, or, what 

nts to the same thing, the greatest knave. 

s well understood that I here allude only to pro- 
fessed robbers, who are the regular Cossacks of oui oi- 
viliiatioo. As to 'he counttYman who steals a truss of 
lay, the cobbler who makes mise money, the notary who 
lends himself to a false signature, or writes a will under 
the dictation of a corpse — they are irregular Cossacks, 
from pure chance, who cannot be classed. It is the 
same with regard lo isolated authors of all deeds to 
which they are urgedby the turmoil of passion. — hatred, 
anger, jealousy, loTe, avarice, and Ihe fiiry of frantic de- 
pravity. Assassins by profession are the only ones 
whom I have given myself the trouble to describe in my 
categories: but first, I will "show up" those whose 
"1, habits, and bearing are more gentle. The 
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CHAPTER XLVII. 
THE CAMBRIOLEUR. 

ritf— Tkelwbitiil iiiid— HouM witknt m porM' 



bmin— Ohi mj £■< Mhiv, 

Cahbhioleurs are pluoderan of roonu either by 
tonx oi with h\se keyi. la the city, tliat is to aaj^ 
out of tbeir habitual profession, it is not difficult to re- 
cogDJze tlieni. Tliey ate, for the greater part, young 
mes, the eldest of whom are not tWMy years of age: 
from eighteen lo thirty is the age of a cambriolear. 
They are ordinarily well-dressed. But be their costume 
what it may, if they have donned waist-coat, great-coal, 
or close-coat, they cannot divest themselves of a plebeian 
air ; and at the first glance it may be decided that they 
are not gentlemen. They generally have dirty handii 
and ibe presence of an enormous quid of tobacco, which 
they roll about in the mouth incessantly, distoits their 
features in a very peculiar manner. They seldom cariy 
a stick or cane, still more unfrequenlly do they weu 
ftoves, although they sometimes have them. 

The cambrioleuis do not attempt to clear out a 
room before they are in some way acquainted vrith (he 
habits of the person who occupies it. They must dis- 
cover when he is absent, and if there be adequate 
booty. Those houses which have no porlen are most 
favourable to their enterprises; when they contemplaM 
a stroke they go three or four togelher, who enter and 
go up stairs successively. One knocks at llie door, to 
ascertain whether any one he within. If no answer 
be given, it is a goal sign, and they commence oper^ 
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lions ; and to be guarded i^aiost a surprise whilst Lhey 
are breaking the lock or using the cenlre-bit, one of 
the gang siationi faimself on the upper, and another on 
Ihe lowersuircue. 

Whilst they are ^ng on with the opening it may 
happen that the tenant goes up or down Btairs, and 
if he be inquisitive Mough to inquire nhat these 
strangers want, he is told that thejr ate going to the liett 
d'ait^see, at asked fotiome name which they know is an 
unknown one ; sometimes they want a watherwoman, 
a nurse, a shoemaker, or a midwife newly established. 
We must notice in this case, the questioned thi^ 
•tamiDM^ rather thao speaks; that he avoids looking 
in tbe feoe of the interrogator, and that, in haste to give 
him space tn pass by, he squeezes himsdf against the 
wall with his back to tbe staircaie,. 

A very Etrange pecalisrity is, that when a cambrio- 
leiK of renown adopts a style of cravat and waistcoat, 
all tbe confraternity take him for their " mould of 
fadiion,'' a* regards these two vestments ; the prevail- 
ing colmirs, are red, yellow, to:. 

In 1814, 1 appreliended a band of twenty~two 
thieves, twenty of whom had waistcoats of the same 
cut and material; thej seemed cut from the same slufl^ 
and made by the same hand. In general, thieie* are 
like prostitutes, there is always a sataething about them 
whicn betrays dicir profession : diey are (bnd of a med- 
ley of fine eoloDTB, and whatever care they take to ape 
people of respectability «r fashion, the most distinguished 
air yid demeanour they can assume is that of Sunday- 
dressed mechanics. It is to no purpose that they have 
their ears pierced, small tings, trid a hair chain decked 
wiri) gold oraamenis, and other gewgaws pressed into 
Ae service; the -chain is too obirueively placed on the 
waistcoat ; it is always a trophy of love, and they make 
loo much parade of it ! a velvet hat, with the pile hatf 
st^uidnig, half lying down, has much value in their 
eyes : I am here speaking only of thieves who are 
faithful to the traditions of their trade; as to those 
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wtio discard It, we van guess at ihem by manDera in 
which there is aomelhing constrained which is not to be 
found ID an honest man. This results from the timid- 
ilv of guilt; it ia the awknaidaesa of an apprehension 
of betraying ihemselies; they see that they are ob- 
served, and dread to be so; if thfy speak, there is id 
their conversation a stiffness, a shyness, an assumption 
of language, frequently comic, as well t'lom the quan< 
tity of false concords, as from maiopTopie burlesque of 
words of which they do not know the meaning; they 
do not converse J they chatter, incessantly shifting the 
topic, going on at random, ditergiug from the lubjed 
at every moment, profiting by eveiy oppOTtunity of 
changing ground, and all chances of luining (he theme 
uf colloqay. 

Some cambrioteurs are accompanied on their enter- 
prises by women, wbo cany panniers and baskets like 
washerwomen, in 'which they put the stolen property. 
The appearance of a woman descending a staircase, or 
going through a passage in such guise, is a circuni' 
stance which excites no curiosity or suspicion, Mr- 
tiodarly if we see the female for the first tiioe. l^e 
frequent enliances and exits of individuals whom we 
are in the habit of seeing in a particular place, denote 
always bad designs. 

The most productive days for cambrioleurs are those 
fine Sundays in summer, during which the laborious 
populalioD of Paris go abroad without the barriers, to 
taste the pleasures of the country. The cambrioleurs 
may be reduced to a nonplus as soon as we yish. 
Let but (he persons who have no porters at tbeir'house- 
door leave some one in the room when they go out; 
let the tenants, In fact, renounce the fatal system ol 
isolation, which is favourable only (o malefactors; let 
them consider themselves as co- interested, and let the 
neighbour watch for his neighbour; let every stranger 
that enters, goes out, goes up stairs or down, be sus- 
pected, compelled to give some account of himself, and 
if be testify (he least hesitation, let hina be detained 
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«' until be have given all necessary certaintj that no lOb- 
bery haj been commitled. Let each tenaDt, in whom 
ihe appearance of the unknown person had inspired 
,. disIniBl, warn all the olhei lodgers forthwith that thej 
may be on their guard ; let the person at whose apart- 
ment the auspicious he, she, or they has or have knocked 
to ask for some name unknown, not content himself 
with shutting hi3 door in a rage, but follow the inquirer, 
and not lose sight of him until he knows that be has 
■■. left the premises : let the inquirer, if he hare introduced 
. himself without having knocked or rung Ihe bell, or 
. without having waited until it was opened to him, be 
, ceusidered as an evil designing person and treated as 
.', inch; in this case the use of a slick is very much tn the 

purpose — employ it effectually. 

..i Would you rout out and root out the cambtioleurs ?— 

._ always have the key of your apartment in a safe place, 

never leave it in the door within side or widiout. Ate 

you going out ?— do not hang it up any'Where ; lend it 

. to no one on any account, not even to ttop a bleeding at 

. the new*. If you are compelled to be from home some 

lime, think of some place of concealment, where you 

. can hide your choicest valuables; the place most ei- 

posed is frequently that which is not searched. I would 

most willingly put my reader in Ihe safe way, but I fear 

^ that I may give indicalions to the thieves. It is prtident 

. not to have always the same hidiog-place. 

If you have taken the precautions X advise, yon can 

do nothing better than leave all your keys about on 

, your tables. If thieves come, you will save ihem the 

' trouble of using violence and putting you to consider- 

' able expense. If there b« secret drawers to your secre- 

tary, or naidrobes, leave them open, otherwise you will 

be exposed to the ravages of Monteigneur, the powerful 

crow-bar, which no locks can resist. Opeoi open, but 

hide, hide, that is the real secret of not being' robbed. 

HoBaes with porters would be completely protected 

■ Ftdt voL i. page 199, t( ser).— TetNiL. 



so HEiioiRfi OP viDOcq. 

from the ipeciet of robbeiy whid) I am dacribin;, it 
the porters were more employei] in fulfilUog their duties 
tiaa levying ■ tax on peraoni who will fee them; bat 
tbe«e porlen ire a terrible let. In the lirst place lh» 
are prorided with a Taat deal of usdess curionty which 
u otlen dangerous ; the trumpets of all iSanderi and 
lies; freRtimprovnatores,cacklera,aiid blabs, Ihejonly 
conceru tberasdves about circumitancet true or false 
which may turn to profit their mania for bUci:eniQg 
characters, Ibus when we wish to deceive their vigi- 
Unee ft is rery easy to get or tend tbem away {rom their 
lodge. I have frequently thought of a means of render, 
in; porters exclusively attestive to Iheii doties, knd this 
means I believe I Lave discovered. Lt is, in ibe firM 
place, to pay tbem at a more liberal rate titan is bow 
tised ; tbcD to expect froB tbem a security, ¥rhieh, except 
by climbing, and OfW or two other wafi, shouU be 
answerable for the robbery committed in the faauses of 
which they were the guacdians. 

1 return to the canbrioieurs, of wbew there are two 
veiy distinct varieties ; the &r^ is the cambrioteura i la 
Jlan (robbers of apartments by chance), who introdvce 
themseWes into rooms without any previous plan or 
arrangement. These improvisatores are those who go 
knoeking from door to door ; they are sure of nothing ; 
when there is spoil they take it ; when these is none the 
thief loses bis time and chance. 

The trade of cambrioleur ^ tafim is very haziudous, 
without being lucralite ; ihree^ouith* of the time the 
play does not pay for the candles. They li»e at the 
expense of the Suadaj holiday-makers, feast-goers, and 
diners-out by profession ; Rnd whilst to repay himself 
for the labour oF the week, the honest hard-working 
BKiScer, surrounded by bis little bmily, goes to see tbe 
sight on the water, the distribution of provisions, fire- 
works, betakes himself lo the admirable re plCMBtatioi 
of the "Galley Slave," the " False Key," die "Thieving 
Magpie," whilst the play seems to him admirable, or tb» 
thieves excite his laughter, at his house brigands mot* 
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•abstantial are doing a bit of buiioeu, and after the 
pleasures of the day, it u at home that be find* the real 
thing has been acted. 

The second variety of cambrioleers b that of eareti- 
MtHrg 1 thej adjenlure nothing. They procure infor- 
mation from iheterrants, the room-cleaners, bed -maken, 
painters, paper-bangert, carpet-tDaken ; and learning 
perfectly the places which can be of use to them, thev 
go straight to the point. Furnished aa they are nith 
the most accurate information, and most precise iiMJiea- 
tioDS, they are never deceived. The grMler portion of 
their time they use fehe keys only, which they make 
from the impresflions they procure from the spies their 

Hie third variety is that of nonrtarare, so ealled be- 
cause they nnrse or nonrwi tktir affairt. To nourish 
an afiair is to have it in perspective, and await the 
moment for perpetration.* The nouiisseurs premeditate 
their enterprises long beforehand, and do not attempt 
to gather the pear until it be fully ripe. When they 
have an affair in view which Ihey themselves have ar- 
ranged, or irtiich has been pointed out to them, they 
proceed with certainty that they are not entering on a 
nullity. If they propose to operate on b man whose 
nroperty is in the funds, they learn the period at which 
ae receives his dividend. Do they determine on making 
a descent on a retail shopkeeper ; they choose as the time 
of payinghim and his cash a visit the end <rf the month 
or the first days in January. Under any circunutancea 
they have positive information, al least an br as con- 
cerns their modes of getting access. 

The nourisseurs ate generally men of mature age; 
their appearance, without being precisely elea;ant, yet 
announces ease. They are insinuating and skilful in 
contriving to procuie access to those bouses where they 
wish to make a capture. When there are many occu- 
pants, they fonn an acquaintance with a shoemaker, a 
washerwoman, or some mechanic near, at whose abode 
they present themselves and hold coBfereations. Tht 
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worifman donbU nothing; tlie pretence of seeing him is 

the cause of the frequent coinings and goings. 

There are nourrisseurs who, having con tem plated a 
robbery in a house, hire an apartmcat there. Then 
they are in no hurry; and it a fine opportunity should 
pieaent itself, they do not attempt any thing before thej 
nave acquired in their nen neighbourhood the consider- 
ation necessary to quell all suspicion. They assume 
vast condescension and politeness ; they b^ive nothing 
on credit; they go to market cash in hand; if there 
be any noise, il is never in their apartment ; they come 
. home and go to bed early ; their conduct is extremely 
regular ; at a pinch Ihey affect great devotion ; th« 
mother and children, if there be any, go to mass. In 
every country devotion is employed as a mask, but at 
Paris, more than any where else, it frequently couceals 

Many months pass away; at length comes the mo- 
ment when reputation is established; the nourrisseur has 
had leisure to take all his measures; he commences 
operations, and suddenly one day it is found that one of 
the lodgers, or perhaps the landlord himself, has been 
plundered of his most valuable property. TTie rumour 
IS great, every body is indignant at it, every one is 
astonished: the ihief must have knovin the persons. 
The cambrioleur is the first to say so. As he has not 
failed lu send away thestolen goods, and is quite cer- 
tain that they will not be found, he advises, he invites 
a general search. The next quarter he moves his 
quarters, and every body is sorry, be was such a nice 
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Tb* n aJ wr o m— Tgg lotoiiau Ihiem— He pluird—SpeiiklDE loa 
mMh u InlnrioTu — Ths dannr of ■ loeal mfiinocf—A jtandicjil 
miiuke— U. Ddnvuii and Ml ds BaUijma, or Iki arU (Hilu ud 
tks gmd (aidvt— Horrible DoueequnwH — Ou rqwtatipa ii u (ood 
u siuaHi— Thgn u > mus pitli. 

Tojud^bj the multitude of robberies, the perpetrators 
of which cannot be detected, we are at first tempted to 
think that the oumbeT of haants of the liiad we have 
■pokeD of in the precedmg chaplei is very coDsideiable, 
and besides thai, it is a difficult matter to convict them. 
However, he who has not discovered it ti>-day may to- 
morrow, for sooner or later impunity baa its termina- 
tion, I could quote a thousand cases to prove it, but 
confine myself to the fbUowiug : — 

M, Tardif, a notary at the corner of Rue delaVieitle 
Dr^ierie, was for a long time the point of action of 
a band of robbers, amougsl whom were the celebrated 
cambrioleurs Baiidry and Rob^. Tbey, passing one 
morning before a notary's, saw a bill stack up, which on 
penisal they found to be notice of a room to let ; it 
suited them, but was not in proper trim. A new paper 
was indispensable, and the wainscot wanted painting, 
and to whom should they contlde the cate of this neces. 
taty embellishmeuti a young painter had been working 
in the tipartments of the notary, and they sent for him, 
and whilst be was pasting the paper and ornamentiog 
the wainscot, they talic with him. Unfortunately he 
possessed a memory for localities, and there was not at 
M. Tardif 's a single arrangement that be did not fully 
remember, not a chink or comer escaped him, not a 
piece of furniture of which h« could not accurately 
point out the use and situation in the apartment. 
Without thinking further of it, be supplied all the re- 
quisite information. Six weelis aAetwards M. Tardif 
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was robbed: who were the guiliy perpetratora ? oo 
one knows anything about it, and can scarcely form a 
conjecture, but people are nerer betrayed but by some 
one concerned about them. One of the thieves, after 
having had his share of the plunder, sold his accom- 
plices. They nete all apprehended and condemnnl. 
They deserved their &ile, and the sentence passed 
against them would only have been just, if it had not 
included the young painter, whose iudiscrelion was at 
the utmost only imprudence. He received first four- 
teen years in irons, which he underwent in the bagne 
at Brest. 

Afterwards liberated, this man, whom I shall not 
name, although the world must declare him innocent, 
lives now in Paris. Head of a prosperous establish. 
ment, excellent citizen, husband, and father, he lives 
happily ; and yet it very nearly happened, that the in- 
justice, of which he w'as the victim, was extended 
through the effect of a surveillance contrary to the 
spirit of the code under the control of which he was 
sentenced. This surveillance I received the com- 
mand to put into execution, but I did not lend my aid 
to an abuse of powerrwhich, under my successor, has 
nearly arrived at its accomplishment. An arbiiraiy 
power so revolting may suit M. Delaveau, to whom it 
was 30 agreeable to act up to the eitremest severity of 
the laws. Under M. de Belleyme, whose accession to 
the prefecture has produced so much good, it deseived 
to be proscribed, and it has been. Surveillance, I shall 
take' every opportunity of saying, is a most atrocious 
hardship, because a perpetual mark of infamy. Sup- 
pose the liberated prisoner here mentioned had not re- 
solved to free himself from il, what would have been 
the result? At first he would have been compelled to 
come and present himself periodically at my office, then 
to have made his appearance once a month at the 
commissary of police of his quarter who is his neigh, 
hour. From that, persons, who would never have be- 
lieved him to be an old galley slave, would have thought 
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nini a spy in actual work; one character is u good as 
tlie otber. Disgraced, despised, abandoned by all Ihe 
norld, be would have been reduced to die of hunger, 
or devote himself to crime for a subsistence. Such are, 
foi a condemned man, innocent or guilty, the 'rightful 
coDscquences of a state of surveillance; Ihey are in- 
evitable : I mistake— between huoget and the tcaffotd 
there is a mean path — Suicide. 



CHAPTER XUX. 

1— Tin iwd wotmn— Pily li not loTe— My Gnt 

■■- ' — ■''^- arlaimt ud ib« pn-n/di*— Sop- 

'OBibrioifmtt — 1 mliy mjhif to dram 

, ,wJi™ in Ihe horiioD — Oreat diHum- 

for th« brakea poLa — 1 lea her BgAin — A fagltive — H« if It the a^ 
wUne* of Qie guard to carry off the tTrtMr* of [he pofico — tlaJDll 

CriUoii 1— Oa lo £ii(had lud thiy vU) hug jroo. 

Tbe mistress of a thief named Charpeulier, but better 
known by («ro nicknames. La tache de vin, and the Tnt- 
BteoMX, had been betrayed with him, as guilty of rob- 
beries by tha help of false keys. Although her lover, 
of whom she was tbe accomplice, bad been sentenced 
to ihe gallies, she, for nant tff proof, was acquitted. 
Henriette, for that was her name, was connected with 
Rosalie Dahoit, and no sooner had she recovered her 
liberty, than she associated with her lo commit fresh 
robberies in chambers. But many declarations made 
to the police, sooo attracted its attention lo the two 
fiiends. Henrietta lived in the Rue Grand Hurteur 
I received a command to natch her, and having ar. 
rait)(ed my method of making acquaintance with her, 
I met her one day at Ihe door of her house, and thus 
accosted her, 

" Ah, slop," said I ; " well met, nothing could be 
btttci 1 I w^ going to meet you." 
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" But I do not know you." 

" Do vou not remember that I have aeea jou with 
CharpenlieT at the lie d' Amour f 

" Possibly." 

" Well 1 I have just wrived from Brest, your man 
■ends remembrances ; he would willingly have joined 
you, but the poor devil is amongst the auapected, and it ~ 
is more difficult to escape than ever." 

*' Ah mordi^ I I remember yoit well now : I per- 
fectly recollect that we were together at La Chapell« 
at Dufheane's when we were having a lark with out 

After this recognition, which was all I wished, I 
asked Henrielte if she had any job in view. She 
iroraised me marveU and miracles ; and to prove to me 
' desirous she was of being useful lo me, she pressed 
with a great earnestness to instil myself at her 
house. The offer of partaking her domicile was made 
so heartily that I could not but accept iu Henriette 
lodged in a small room, the whole furniture of which 
consisted of one chair and a flock bed, with a woollen 
mattress, the appearance of which did not invite one 
to repose. Sbt instantly led me to this retreat. 

" Sit down," she said, " I shall not be out long : if 
any person knocks, do not answer." 

In fact, she had not long been absent, when I saw 
her enter, carrying a bottle in one hand, and in the 
other two pieces of bacon and a loaf. It was but a 
sorry repast that she offered, bat no matter, I pretmded 
to eat with appetite. The meal ended, she told mc 
that she was goingto see her man's bther, and begged 
me to sleep until she returned. As it was necessary to 
appear io' want of sleep, least myself on the bed, which 
was BO hard that it appeared like a sack of nails. 

Two honrs afterwards, the father Charpentiei airived, 
who embraced me, wept, and spoke of his boy, 

" When shall I ace him again ?" said be, and his 
lean flowed afresh. 

But how deep soever grief may be, it is necessary 
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somekimes to dry up our tears ; the futlier Cliarpentier 
diied up his, and proposed thai 1 should go and sup 
with him at the Saunage, at the barrier de la Vilette. 
" 1 will go and get some cash,'' said he, " aod we will 
start." 

But people have not alwajs at hand the money 
they want. Father Charpentier, who, doubtless, had 
been mistaken in his hopes, did not return till evening, 
when he brought the moderate sum of three francs 
fifty centimes, and an arUqttin*, which he had purchased 
as he came along in the Rue Saint-Jean. It waa in a 
handkerchief begrimed with snuff that he had placed 
this disgusting gallimaufry, and layiug it at the foot of 
the bed, he said to Henriette, "Here, my girl, lalin it, 
cash is low to-day, we will pot go to the baiiier, but 
go and get us two quarts of wine at sixteen sous, a 
loaf, two sous worth of oil, ditto vinegar, to make a 
periUlade (at the same time looking at the arlequin 
with the eyes of a sensualist) : there are some famous 
cuts of beef there," he observed ; " come run, my lass, 
and return quickly." 

Henriette was active, and did not keep us wailing. 
Ihe vinaigretU was soon ready, and I pretended to 
tick my fingers at the sight of it. When we relu7n from 
tlieTt, we must not be hard to please ; so whilst we 
were dispatching it, the father said to tne : 

" Well, my lad, if thou hadst had such al ihe pri 
(bagne), every day would have been a Sunday with 
ihee." 

With cocks of the same fcalher, a quarter of an 
hour produces close intimacy. Before we opened the 
second bottle, 1 was with Henriette and her laiher-in- 
law, as if we had not been separated for ten years. 

• They cull arltqmni smjl lumps of mixed meaU, which 
ihey Mil in the m&rket for the eits, dogs, »nd pnor. They 
u« (he relict collecled (roai the |iUle9 of the rich, and froni 
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Tha man wm bu old scoundrel, a fellow for any IhiDg^ 
luul h« Uill bceo capable of doiug. I agreed with bim 
that he should put me on terms with gome friends, and 
the next day he broi^ht me one Martinot, called thtt 
Milorrac tie Poulet. He came to (be point nith me, 
•Dd talked of a little affali which wonld help lo start 

" Ah t" said I, " I will not expose mjieif (or such 
ttiBiog booty : I think this is not worth the risk." 

" Id that case," replied Uartiool, " I hare nimt 
will suit you, but it will not be ripe for a few d»ys; 
the keys are not made; as soon as we hare them, you 
shall join us, you may rely on it." 

I thanked Martiaol, and he brought to me three 
other " pri^s" who were to work with us. I began lo 
be somewhat feaHul, test I might be brought in con- 
tact with some one who would disconcert my projects, 
and I took care nol lo go out with my new parly. I 
remained with Henrielte during the greater part of the 
day, and in ^ evening we went together to the cor- 
ner of the Rue Gren^tat, lo a vintner's, where we spent 
thirty sous, which she had earned at glove making, 

Annette could serre me in this intrigue in which I 
had embarked, and I resolved lo give her a part to play, 
if need might be. I went secretly to tell her, and in the 
evening, when we entered the cabaret, we saw seated 
^one, at a table, a female who was just about to sap. 
Jt was Annette, I looked at her with a kind of cun- 
osity. She did the same. I asked Heoriette if she 
knew the person who examined oa so attentively, 

" I know nothing of her," she replied. 

" It is at me then she is looking: I have some idea of 
having seen her somewhere, but do not remember wher& 

That I inigh' ascertain the point, I accosted the 
stranger with " Pardon me, madame, but I think I 
have the pleasure of knowing you." 

" Really, sir, I was thinking who you could be. 
Thai said I to rnyself is a fece I have seen somewhere. 
Have you ever lived at Rouen T' 
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"Cood heaTensf I exclaimed, "is it jou, Joae- 
phine! — and jour raan, dear RomainT' 

" Alas !" said (he, sobbing, " he is tick at Catulle" 
(JD conlinemnil at Caea). 

'* How long r 

" Three months, and I am afraid he will not soon 
get away ; he has a Wghfiar (imprisoned on a serious 
affair); and jau areicfJI (free), it appears T"* 

" Yes, well ; but who knows bow soon I majf fall 

" Let us hope not." 

Henrletle was enchanted at the amiable appearance 
of the lad;, and was desirous of her company. At last 
we all agreed 90 welt, that we resolved to be hence' 
forward tike the lingers on a haitd, like three heads in 
one cap, or three bodies in one shkt. The pretended 
Josephine, at the conctnsinn of an affecting tale which 
drew tears from Henriette, told us that she was lodging 
in a furnished house in the Rue Guerin, Boisseau, 
After ve had exchanged addresses, she said lo me, 
" Ah I now hear me. You know that once jq\x obliged 
■nj lad with a twenty franc piece, and it is but just 
that I should now return it to you." 

I made some difficulty about accepting the twenty 
francs, but at length consented ; and Henrieite, whom 
this proceeding touched more tiian even the tale she 
I>ad heard, entered into a long conversation with the 
bonest moiety of my friend ; the conversation turned on 

" Such as you see him," said die ci-devaol spouse of 
Charpentier. pointing lo me. "I would not exchange 
him Tor another, though he were tea times handsomer. 
He is my poor rabbit: we have been together these 
ten yeaia, and, wonld you believe it, we have Berer had 
the slightest wordT 

Annette played her portion of this comedy to admi- 
ration. Every evening she was punctual lo the ren- 
dezvous, and we supped together. At length the mo- 
ment arrived when we were to perpetrate .he robbery 
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in. which I was to join. Alt was rrady. MartiDOt and 
his friends were prepared. It was the rooiu of a money- 
■vender which they proposed to empty. Tliey told ni« 
the spot, in tlie Rue Monlorgueil, and the very house 
they had fixed on to make their entrance. I gave Annette 
the requisite instructions, that she mighl warn the 
police ; and that I might be sure they atlerapted no> 
thing without me, I neither quitted them nur my dear 
Henrielle. 

We started on Ihe expedition. Martinot went up, 
opened tlie door, and came down again. 

" We liave nothing to do hut lo enter,'' said he ; and 
whilst he and I remained on the look out, his comrades 
ran up to get the booty for themselves and us, at the 
expense of the usurer. But Ihe agents were at their 
heels ; I saw ihem, and at the moment determined to 
do something which would distract Martinot's atten- 
tion, and make him turn his head another way. 

The three thieves, surprised whilst they were break- 
ing open the locks, cried out, and we took to our heels. 
Martinot having carried off the keys, his companions 
thus escaped the punishment of fetters, for it was pro- 
bable, according to their custom, they would allege they 
had found the door open; it was necessary therefore to 
have Martinet apprehended with the keys on him, as well 
as to establish his connexion with the criminals they had 
already apprehended. It was to effect this that An- 
nette was of the greatest use to me. Martinot was seized 
with all the necessary proo6 for his conviction, without 
Henriette's conceiring the slightest suspicion ; she only 
saw that! was very happy, and thatgaveme an additional 
title 10 her love. When the sentiment with which I in- 
spired her was at its highest, I had to put it lo the test W 
an illness at command. I could nol recover my healui 
but by the purchase of medicines, the price of which 
was not proportioned lo Our pecuniary means. Hen- 
riette insisted on procuring them, and, " on hospitable 
thoughts intent," premeditated a little bit of pri^ery, 
d la vambrioleuse, which she intruited to me. Rosalie 
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Duboat was to aid her; the robbery was atteinpted, 
and the execution of it waa commenced. But 1 had 
quenched the match. Hetiriette and her friend under- 
went the consequeDcea of being caught in the very fact, 
and nere both seutenced to ten years of hard labour. 
At the expiiy of her sentence, Henrieite came to my 
house en laneillance ; she might with justice hare re~ 
proached me, but never did so. 

Henriette, Rosalie Dubost, and Maitinot were poor 
cambrioleurs, but there are of this class thieves of in. 
credible effr-ontery; that of one Beaumont almost sur- 
passes belief. Escaped from the iK^ne at Rocheforl, 
where he was sentenced to pass twelve years of his life, 
hecainelo Paris, and scarcely had he arrived there, where 
he had already practised, when, by way of gelling his hand 
io, be committed several trifling robberies, and when by 
these preliminary steps he liad proceeded to exploits 
more worthy of his ancient renown, he conceived the 
project of stealing a treasure. No one will imagine 
that this treasure was that of the Bureau Central {CenUdX 
Office), now the Prefecture of Police ! t II was already 
pretty difficult to procure impressions of the keys, but 
fie achieved this first difficulty, and soon had in his pos- 
session all the means of effecting an opening; but to 
open was nothing, it was necessary to open without 
being perceived, to introduce himself without fear >>f 
being disturbed, to work without witnesses, and go 
out again freely. Beaumont, who had calculated all 
the difficulties that opposed him, was not dismayed. 
He had remarked that the private room of the chief 
officer, M. Henri, was nigh to the spot where he pro- 
posed to efiecl his entrance ; he espied the propitious 
moment, and wished sinceiely that some circumstance 
would call away so dangerous a neighbour for some 
time, and chance was subservieut to his wishes. 

One morning, M. Henri was obliged to go out. 
Beaumont, sure that he would not return that day, ran 
to his house, put on a black'coat, and in that costume, 
which, in llHise days, always announced % magistiaU, 
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pt public fuDCliooary, presented himself at the entrance 
of the Bureau Central. The officer to nhom be ad- 
dreiaed himself suppoied, of course, that he was at least 
a comraiasary, Un ^e invitation of Beaumont, be gave 
him a soldier, whom he placed as sentinel at tbe en- 
trance to ibe narrow passage which leads to the dep&t, 
and commanded not 10 allow any person to pass. No 
better expedient could be found n>r preventing surprise. 
Tims Beaumont, in tbe midst of a crowd of Taluable 
objects, could, at his leisure, and in perfect security, 
choose what best pleased bim : watches, jewels, dia- 
nonds, precious stones, &c. He chotie those which he 
deemed most vabiable, most portable, and as soon aa 
be had made his selection, he aiymissed tbe aenliael, and 
disappeared. 

This robbeiy could not be long concealed, and the 
fblloning day it was discovered. Had thunder fallen on 
tbe police, they would have been less astonished than 
at this event. To penetrate to tbe very sanctuary ! — 
the holy of holies 1 The fact appeal^ so very extraor- 
dinary, that it was doubled. Yet it was evident that a 
lobbery had taken place, and to whom wm it to be 
altribuled? All tbe suspicions fell on the . clerks, eome- 
limes on one, sometimes on another, when Beaumont, 
betrayed by a friend, was apprehended) and sentenced 
a second time. 

The robbery he had conuntUed mighl be estimated 
at some huodced thousand Eia^cs, tfa« greater part of 
which were found on him. 

'* There was wherewithal," be said, " to become w 
honest man; I should have become so; Jt is so easy 
when rich I yet how many rich men Wi only scoun* 
drels!- 

These words were fiie only ones be uttered, when he 
was apprehended. This surprising thief was conducted 
to Brest ; where, after half a do^en escapes, which only 
■erv«d (o make his subsetjueut confinement niore rigoi^ 
«us, tte.t^d in a frightful «tate of eihaustinn. 

B«»4moni eiyojed ataoD);st his confrateriuty ■ 
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jolossal repulatian ; and even now, when a rogue boast* 
□f his lady exploits — " Hold your tongue," they say, 
" you are not worthy lo uotie the sfcoe-sliings of Beau- 

Id effect, to hare robbed the police was the height of 
address. Is not a robbery oE tliis nature the ckef- 
dceuvre of it9 kind, and can it do olheraise than inalie 
its perpetrator a beru in lbs eyes of bU admirers? 
Who should dare lo cotnpare vrlth him ? Beanraont 
had robbed the polica!! I Hang yourself, brave Cril- 
lon t hang yourself, Coiaoaid t hang yourself, Pei- 
truisardl hang yourself, Calletl — to him, you are but 
of Saint-Jean. What is it to hare robbed states of 
iWrice t lo have carried off tb« treasure of the army of 
the RbiaeT to have cartiHi off ^fl military cbesti — 
Beaumont bad robbed the poliee t Uang yourselves I — 
or go tu England, they will hang you tlnre. 
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n— ■' H«j in Ihr bool."— TKo widow wrfl(ii»rW-- 
Uonuimr Fitrral—k wilk— The loni c? nnlM*- 
i»>dnirv 1— Tlie unirerul puuu— The foDEMm of 
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lU be R«ie™-'n« Ciitt of SiiDt Oeraiiii-^&iip 
rolrfl fir. I— A holo-A trail dJMOverx— IHwp- 
enk<r-.The cudil (Towll-Look to ^. .n£. 



One of the most adroit cambrioleurs was Le petU 
Oodel, alias the Marguit, alias Durand, alias CapHe- 
ville; and it would be an endless undertaking were 1 
to recapitulate here all the names and all the forms he 
has assumed in the course of his long career. He was 
fay turns, merchant, privateer, emigrant, rentier*, iu^. So:, 
After having played one of the most prominent charac- 
ters in the bands that so Ion; infested the south of 
Fmnce, he had betaken himself for refuge to Rouen, 
where, in consequence of a robbery attributed to him, 
he was teoognized, and sentenced to the gallies for life, 
II was the seventh or eighth time be had been con- 

Capdeville had, as his principal henchmen, three ■ 
other thieves, Dtbotie, Fiancelte, and Colongi, whose 
names deserve to be cited in Uie general history of 
arrant knaves. 

He had embarked very young in his profession ; and. 
Dearly sixty, he still carried it on. He was a respect- 
able looking man : large stomach, good face, expe- 
rience of the world; nothing f^led him that could 
inspire confidence at first sight. He had, moreover, 
considerable lad; and knew well the power of habit. 

* A person possesiing in income arisiDi from ibt rtnlti 
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To wj that hia appearance was that of a farmer-geiieral 
or ex-contractor, I ought not to have seen Ihe illus- 
lriou« U. Seguin in all the simplicity of hi) cottume. 
That I toay lead no penon into error, I renonnce tbe 
comparisoD, and imagini that I ihsll be nndertlood 
when I have related that this crafty rogue had all tha 
■alislactory appearance of those particular, elderly 
worthies, wbou neat and precise dress leads us to 
believe that they have made the most of their oppot- 
taoitica,— ^'I'lt otii du fain daiu ltur» bttlf. 

Few catnbrioleun wfre more enterpriiiDg, or en- 
dowed with ^jeater perseveranoc One day the idea 
occurred to him of robbing a rich widow, who lived at 
Saint Germain-en-Laye, Rue du Pattait Jitri. He 
ArsteKplored the approaches of the place, and in vain 
attemptiid to get acces;. He excelled in making Eilse 
keys; but false ke^a are not chance work, and he 
could not by any mode procure the shadow of the im- 
pression of the keys. Two months elapsed in fruitless 
attempts; any other man but Capdeville would have 
abaoooned in dNpair an enterprise which {iresenied 



not have It said that he lied. A house contiguous to 
that of the widow was occupied by a lodger; he con- 
trived to get him sent away, and soon inilalled himself 
in his place. 

Monsieur FUnal was the new neighbour of the 
widow. By Jovet say the people in the vicinity, he is 
not like his predecessor; he has magnificent furniture; 
and it is easy to see that he is somebody. He had dwelt 
there about three weeks, when his lady neighbour, who 
had not taken the air for a long time, determined on 
takioK a walk, and went into the park, accompanied 
by Marie, her faithful servant. Just as she had ter- 
minated this pastoral excursion, she was met by a 
stranger in the attire of a disciple of Linnsui and 
Toumeforl, who accosted her, holding in one hand his 
hat, in Ihe other a plant. 
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" You see, madam, before you a lover of nature, o! 
that lotely nature witb which all noble and tender souls 
have been caplirated; botany, madam, botany is mj 
passion ! — it wai al»o that of-uie sensible Jean Jacques ; 
of the virtuous Bemardin Saint Pierre. After the 
eiample of those great philosophers, I* cult simples;' 
and if 1 do not deceive myself, I shall be fortunate 
enough to meet with some in this province extremely 
valuable. Ah, madam, it would be iudeed desirable 
fi>t ibe benefit of humanity that all the world knew 
the virtues of this. Do you kqpw this herb?' 

" Really, sir, it is not reiy rare in the environs ; but 
I coniess my ignorance of it : I neithcT know its name 
nor its qualities." 

" It is Dot very rare, do you say T Oh fortunate 
country 1 It is really not scarce ! Would you be so 
very obliging as to tell me the places where it grows ia 
the greatest plenty f 

"Willingly, sir; but be so kind as to tell me the use 
of this herb?" 

" its use, madam I Tor every thing — it ia a real trea- 
sure, an universal panacea. With this herb there U no 
occasion to make medicines : taken as a decoction, the 
root purifies the mass of the blood, drives away evil 
humours, promotes circulation, dissipates melancholy, 
gives suppleness to the limbs, play to the muscles, and 
cures all complaints to a hundred years old. As an im- 
fuaion, the stalk performs wonders : a handful in a bath, 
and continue the use of it, you will have discovered the 
fountain of jouvence; the leaf on a wound cicatrites it 

" And its flower f" 

"Ah, its flower t Here, madam, is reason to ble<3 
Providence, if ladies but knew its powers: it is a flower 
of virginity, and with it there are no widows." 

" It would make me find a husband V' 

" Belter than that, madam ; it would make you as 
though you never bad one : one pinch, two pinches, 
three pinches, and the thing b done." 
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" AHiat a iTODdeiful flowerl" 

" You hare reason to call it lo : but iu addition, it 
II possible lo make a philtre of it of a nio»t powerful 
nature against iodifference in Ihe matter of marriage.'' 

"You are joking, sirT' 

"No, madam ; Heaven preserte me from so doiugl 
A lotion on the one hand, a beveiage : ihe whole secret 
consists in tiie mode of pieparation, aod the manner of 

" Would it be an improper or rude request to wk jfou 
tor the receipt T 

"Not at all, madam: aik, and I will nith pleasure 
tell you all f ou desire to know." 

"Ah I first tell me the nameof this valuable MOiple." 
" Tbe name, madam, is simply Ihe tovte-bentm, 
which we call also the (unns i lout^' 

" Marie, the bonno i timl, do you hear ? You must 
remember it — the tornie i tout. If we conduct this 
gentleman to the further end of tbe park, 1 think il 
grows there in abundance." 

" If it were not so fer, I would take you where it 
grows in abundance — there are quantities, large quan- 
tities of it. Ii is like dog grass: I have soraelimes 
gathered large armfiils. See Iww little one knows : it is 

llial perhaps which rabbits But, sir, perhaps you 

would not like to go so fa.rT' 

" I would go to ibe end of ihe world, only that I ant 
featliil of abusing your complaisance." 

" Ob I do not fear that, sir, — do not fear. 1 shall be 
sufficieDdy paid, since you will consent to go."* 

" Oh yes I thai is right. I did not think " 

Marie guided the culler of simples; who on the road 
explained to the lady how lo make infusions, decoc. 
tions, applications, lotionB, and the Bublime matrimonial 
essence. At length they reached the spot : never did 
bolanisl behold in such quanliiies Ihe plant whose 
merits he had so greatly expatiated upon. He was 
iFansporled with joy, enthusiasm, pleasure; and whan 
he had been in exiasies for a pretty considerable tim^ 
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he b»an to gather it. The lad; made her bolleclioQ 
too, of which Marie look charee. They herboriied to 
such in exiteme, (hat in less tliap twentjr minales the 
poorglrlbnt under herbuiden, but did not coraplain. 
She proposed to herself even to return iben; fof Mnriehad 
itot lost a woid of the phannsceutioal lesson, and was 
not less desirous of tiymg iia Tittoes than her mistress. 
Deceived by tno soldiers, one after the other, she wu 
looking out for a third ; and then the^ talked of having 
a Tot^ at the Bent f^le of the patron saint, and the 
choice might fall on her. Under these ciMniastUicM, 
if Marie n not crowned, she might oerlalnlf, wlttiAut 
blushing, have got her hat ready, and have fotmed the 
happiness ofher bTerbyamarri^e without ptecedebts. 
This hope gave her jtrength. Madame exerts herself 



exchanged coraplitsents. The botanist flew awaj with 
'' ' ; and the Circ^ of Saint Germain-cn- 



laje regained her home with her serTant,— ptoud at 
bearing, for the first time, a bundle of hay full of beauty, 
kcalth, wisdom, charms, enchantments, he 

Tbej reached the house. So long a walk had created 
m appetite in the lady. 

" Quick, quick, Marie, bring Id the ttay and let us 

" Bui, madam, there is nothing ready." 

'■ Never mind, we will eat some cold meat. Bring 

the ci^d chickens of yesterday, and fry me a whiting or 

two," 

Marie, who was no less hungry than her mistress 

hastened to execute her orders. 

" Jh ! Man Dieu ! Man Dim ! Afon Dim I" 

" Marie, do not cry out in that way I you quittt MWrlle 

'' Ah, madamel" 

"What ails you, Marie' Have you broken yo«T 
legr 

" The plate -" 



jo.CoL>(k- 



UUMOIRS OF VIDOCIj. 69 

" Well, the plale.- 

" We ha»e been robbed." 

" You ire mad.** 

" Hold joui tongue, you careless girl. When wasb- 
ng'-your stiver, you left a gpooD ^hind you iu the 
Ivaler. If I come, I will be bound I nill lay roy hand 

" Ah, madam I tbey haie all been taken." 

" Wbat say you T" 

" Can you believe it? They have all been cairied 
offl" 

•'A 
You are crazy, my poor ft 

On saying this, the widow rose angrily, ran to the 
drawer, and pushing Marie anay somewhat roughly — 

" Get anay, you foolish thing. Giood heaven! what 
amisfortune! Oh, the wretches! oh, ibeviUainsI oh, 
the infamous creatures ! But stir yourself, Marie I siir 
jourseiri you stand there like a mummy. So she won't 
move, the stupid wench! what! does nothing but milk 
ran in your veins T 

" Yes, madam, but what would you have me do ?*' 

" This is one of yout stupid doings, I told you fifty 
times to shut the door, and whilst jtm just turned your 
bftck they entered at the dtnine room. That is the 
way. On our relum the safety-bolt was not as when 
we left it. As for me, I will undertake that no one' 
shall ever rub me. It should never be my k.ult. Wbea 
I go out or when I come in, my keys never leave my 
side; but you 1 — Six thousand fiancs value of plate I— 
a pretty day's work you have made of it. I cannot 
thipk what has come to you. There, get out of my 
Mght, gel oul of my siiihl, you dolt, when I tell you." - 

Marie, thunderstruck, went into the next apartment, 
but returned in an instant, crying out — "Goodheavensi 
your room has been forced, the secretary is broken 
opeu, and every thing is topay luny." 

The widow hastened to see if Marie had DM deceived 
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Iier; ilie catastrophe waa but too cniel ; iiilh one glante 
she saw its fult eitent, and then groaned out, — " The 
monsters, — I am mined !" and fainted on the ground, 

Marie ran to a window, and shrieked out for assist- 
ance — "Thieves! murder! guard 1 fireT' Such were 
the alarming words Which resounded through the Rue 
de Pateau. The iAhabltants, the gendarmes, the com- 
missary, flocked lo the house : from the ground-floor to 
the garret, the; imide a stiJCf search, bol found no 
person, lien oneof the assistants propoaedtodescend 
in the cellat, — " T<t the eeUar, to the cellar," wU una- 
nimously echoed. 

thef lighted ac^ridl^, flhd, itttilst Mafiewai admi- 
nistering to her mistress, who had ^tccrered her senses, 
the commissary, preceded by the men with the lights, 
made the pMjected descent. 

They entered the first cellar, nothing ; the second, 
nothing yet ; the third, whhlh was contiguous to that of 
the nei^bour, on the gi^tid Wete Some fragments of 
)ilasler. Tliey advai^ced, and in the party-wall they 
saw— an opening laree enoli^h tot the passage of a 
man. This explained the whole. Two Flours before 
they had dbserved a earrhtge at the door of the stout 
genlltmtn from Pnris-^bint they designated Capde- 
ville ; who, it wU Stated, had got into it after haiing 
deposited therein a portmanteau. Which appeared very 
^tgtf- "^^"^ portmanteau contained the gold, iiW«r, 
'^nels, and plate of the widow, amounting in value to 
a considerable sum. Capdeiille did not make his ap- 
pearance again, and it was not possible to overtake 
him. Oaly a few days after, a peison appeared to 
daim the furniture which decorated his apartment. 
Who made this claim t An agent of Capdeviile-f No, 
the broker who had sold to him on credit. They toU 
him the whcrie story of the laate bomu. 

The widow, Whom he went to see^ showed him Uer 
bundle of hay. 

'* Ah I" said he, looking at the testimony of a cruel 
mystification, - 1 have only one i^ret." 
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" What is thatr- 

" It is, that I did not put four timeB U much more in 
bil arm-chairs : but they may opeD the auhioni, and 
if they find a single hair——" 

From this regiet springs a great truth j — that all cut* 
len of simples are njit in the park of Saint-Germain. 
If our hors^ hjve short tails, it is not owing to the 
brokers in the Rue de Cliiy; if they have long and 
diarp leeth, il is another thing. These gentlemen tan 
laised the price of forage. 



CHAPTER LI. 
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, after having despoiled the widow, went 
direct to Rouen, but speedily returned lo Paris, How- 
.erer, he ij'd not fix bis residence there. A pre; to 
domestic vexations, disgusted with the world and its 
perfidies, discontented with bis hettlth, bimself,|j^^ 
others, Capdeville was a uiisanlhrape, who anxiottlV 
desired to bury himself in the country, and with (bis 
isteot Iravcrsad the environs of the capital. At Belle- 
ville he saw a tiouse, whose insulated situation suited 
his love of solitudes It was in the shades of this place 
that henceforward he would seek lo,feed his melancholy, 
and breathe forth the sighs of a suffering and oppressed 

Capdeville hired an apartment in the house on wbich 
his looks had so affectionately reposed : but a misan- 
thrope cannot long preserve his solitude under tht 
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laiue roof wi(h oltipr human beings. He needs a houM 
nhere he can be in ignorance that any living being it 
on'Ihe earth's surface but himself. Thia he felt, and is: 
consequence felt a desire to procure it at any rate : no 
matter bow high the price, piovided that he sees no 
vestige of thai society of which he has so much reason 
to complain. He witi put up with any thing, — a castle 

Capdeville published his intention of going out la 
discover an hermitage where he could pass his latter 
days in peace. He inquired of all the country pro- 

firietors who had places for ^ale within a aircuit of six 
eagues, and it was soon known through the country 
that he was on the look-out for a place of the kind 
Everybody knew, of course, something (hat would suit 
him, but he would have only a patrimonial estate. 
" Well, well,"' said lliey, " since he is so scrupulous, 
let him look out for himself." This, in tact, he did. 

Determined to make a tour, to examine what wasi 
most likely to suit him, he employed himself osten-! 
sibly in preparations for liis departure ; he was only to I 
be absent three or four days, but befbre he departed,' 
he was anxious to know if there was no danger in 
leaving a secretary, in which were ten thousand francs, 
which he did not wish to take with him. Being, 
assured on this point, and full of security, he did not I 
hesitate to set out on his proposed journey. j 

Capdeville did not ^ lo a very great distance. 
During his sojourn in the house he had just left, he had 
had time to take impressions of all the keys which 
were requisite for his entrance into the dwelling of the 
landlord, who he knew was in the habit of dining ib 
Paris, and did not return very early in the evening. 
By being there at dusk, Capdeville was certain of 
having before him all the lime necessary for carrying 
oo his operations. The sun haj set, and, favoured by 
the darkness, he passed unperceived through Belleville, 
and having entered the house by help of false keys, 
he entered' the apartment of the landlord, which he 
cleared out even to the linen. 
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Towards the end of the fifth day they begaa to be 
«neasy at the Don-appfarance of th? inisaDthrope ; 
the next day a suspicion arose. Twenty-four hours 
later, and there was but one opinion respecting him; 
fae was the thief. After !ucn a trick, mistnut all 
mJMnthropes, To whom then shall we trust, in 
whom place confidence! In pbilantbiopiits! Bjwi 
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CHAPTER LII. 



One of the most daring cambrioleuses was named 
AdMe d'Escars. I never saw a handsomer woman, 
^e seemed to have been formed on the mode) of one 
of those divine Madootias glowing from the pencil of 
Rafaelle. Splendid fair loclia, large blue eyes, which 
expressed all the sweetness of the soul; a delicious 
mouth; features beaming with candour; a graceful 
carriage, and an elegance almost aerial; such were the 
beauties which concentrated in AdSle. In mind, she 
was an accomplished woman — in morals, whether it 
was from the effect of bad disposition, or of chance, 
she did not shine with such pertection. 

AdSle belonged to a family honest, but coniined in 
means. Scarcely had she attained her fourteenth year, 
when, decoyed from her parents by one of those har. 
lidans who infest Paris, she was put in a notorious 
brothel. Without reference to those finished perfec- 
tions of her form calculated to inspire voluptuous de- 
sires, it might be said of Ad^le that she was a woman ; 
she was a child as far as that primitive naVvet^ which 
knows not the distinction between vice and virtue, and 
thus it was no difficult matter to lead her into the 
abyss. Tliat she might elude the search of her iaraiij, 
alie first consented to change ber name; and that her 
extreme youth might not throw obstacles in the way of 
the infamous wretch who was about to make a sale of 
her charms, she made herself older than she was. 

Addir, taken to the prefecture of. police, was tb^ 
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inscribed acctoding lo cuslom, withoul tha geotl^mea 
of tbe Bureau des moturt roafcing asty other remarks 
than those which are ordiuaritj made by shiroeless 
libertines. 

For a crown-piece, and doubtless the usual dram 
which, under such drcunistaiiceB, the regulators of 
corruption do not Tail lo claim, she was provided with 
the privilege of proslLluting herself. Will it be be- 
lieretl that it wa« in (he hotel of a tnagislrate charged 
wilb the office of repressing social depravities, tliat Ihii 
Bureatl <k§ mmnri existed, where a young girl whom 
frequently the least retnonstrance would have awa- 
kened to a sense of modesty, couli at any aud at all 
times obtain authority for exercising the moat iulamuus 
of practices and trades? A Bureau da mceurs where 
they gave a licence for setting all decorum and pro- ' 
priety al defiance; a prefect, under whose auspices 
this licence was graoted — what morality 1 and yet thit 
prefect was generally one of your pious men I 

A young creature misled by corrupt advice, by of- 
fended feeling, by a momentary despair, flung herself 
headlong into lamentable resolutions; it was the im- 
pulse of a hot head, au inspiration of the devil. Re 
flection, time, difficulties wuuld have changed the cur- 
rent of her ideas, but the Bureau de* meeurt was close 
at band. To be sure it was necessary for the pleasuie 
of the police agents, their protectors, or their tyrants, 
that tbe ladiei of the henae should acquire a settlement 
in tbe country ; that ihey should be rich enough lo 
treat them and purchase iheir good offices by bribes; 
therefore it was irecessary to collect novelty, for that 
only makes these eslabllEbmenCs prosperous. Had 
there been any considerations, formalities, delays, ques- 
tions to be asked of the aspirants who presenled them- 
selves, they migbl have been turned from the paths of 
evil; but in France there are no painful ox repulsive 
intermediary modes, only to reach or return to well 

The young female presented herself at the Buraait. 
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dei mcairi, a register was open, and withoat any pre- 
vious informalion, she was entered therein by name, 
and the age which they pleased to assign lo her : de- 
scrib«d, measured, visited, she was from that instant 
irrevocably rendered up [o prostitution ; and however 
great her subsequent repentance, she was not admitted 
to abjure ber error, or separate herself from the foal 
opprobtiuin which dung to her. 

The gentlemen inspectors of manners, who bad 
granted her the leave and libeny to dishonour and de- 
grade herself, did not permit her to amend ; her dis- 
honour was their work. To escape their jurisdiction and 
leave the claws of Satan there were *o many formali- 
ties to undergo, so many persons were lo be summoned 
to attest and guarantee continuance of good conduct, 
that the return to a pioper end correct mode of life 
was next to impossible. 

The unfortunate woman who had once enrolled her- 
•elf, could not extricate herself but by being surrounded 
vijtii the confidents of her shame, and in society whi- 
ther she returned, at each moment, at each step, she 
was exposed to the chance of meeting with remini. 
scences of her avowal. The entry was easy, secret, the 
parents or guardians were not consulted; the avowal 
was public, accorded by established citiiens, and pro- 
nounced after proo& entirely incompatible with the 
torments of that arbitrary power nhicn does not cease 
to menace a courtezan, even when in fact and with her 
full wish she has renounced the habits and paths of 
prostitution. 

Here the simple declaration of a woman, who is 
anxious no longer to devote herself to the wretched 
infamy of a life of prostitution, should be sufficient ; for 
10 procure the means of work, it is necessaiy that the 
course of her past life should be concealed ; the polioe, 
on the contrary, requires that it should be blazoned 
forth lo the noonday sun ; it insists that her disgrac* 
shall be perpetual, the leprous spot indelible. It 
fovoured, It courted her perrersloD ; does not Justice my 
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that she must oppose, by ev«'y means k her power, 
any modes whicti lend to dimiaisli the number of the 

1 say itisSalanwbo furiously ragea to hold his prey. 
I have seen lii« savage way in which the iospeciors oi 
prostitutes drag forth, eren frcm the wotkshops, those 
who, without giving tbe formal notice required, had 
deteTDvned on forsaking iheir flag; the prettier, the 
younger they were, the more bent were tnese fellows 
on claiming them. I have seen the eagerness with 
wAich a new comer was accepted at this execrable 
Bureau des moeari, where paternal authority was tbe 
most contemned of all. 

Tlie ne^hyte appeared alone, oi only with the 

" Your name V 

" Adfela." 

" Your age V 

" Eighteen." 

" Good I Ah, Mother Chauvin, you are tbe woman 
to get hold of the girls. The young one is pretty ! I 
see she casts her eye down. That is all well. You 
know the bureau must have its rights. No nonsense, 
you know, manitan betbre anything I the commissary 
nesi ; he has the time. Do you observe, gents, the briU 
IJaocy, the bloom, tbe fall of the loins, tbe graceful air ? 
Oh, when she is polished up a tittle, she will be a lit- 
biL" 

During this address, and many others equally unsuited 
to the place and circumstances, a father and mother, 
Willi their hearts bursting with grief, were at the second 
division, beseeching the chief to iuslitute a search for 
■heir daughter, who had run away from them. Tliey 
thought their child far off: it was she whom, under a 
borrowed name, the Buriau det masur» had for ever ren- 
dered an outcast from home and from society. Poor 
parents ! how did they jesl at your sorrow ! 

M. de Belleyme has now effected many reforms. 
The tax on prostitutes no lunger foims a portion of tba 
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M of the police, but the ancient abuses eibt '<a 
all their plenitude, and the digressioD we have juat 
read is Dot out of place or season. 

1 return to Adtle d'Bscars, Ohce in the career into 
which she had been tempted, Adtle rapidly went 
through all its vicissitudes. At first, to preserve the 
good graces of the gentlemen of the Burant dti miBiiri, 
she was compelled to be complaisant towards tiiem, 
and her first lovers were spies. At that period, as at 
the present day, sptea and thieves of renown were ihe 

'sultans of the public harems; both reigned there wttb 
despotic authority ; whatever they willed, the " M othei" 
did Dot refuse; for in the police ^nts she saw her 
legal authority, and in the thieves her purveyors : on 
both sides they were the supporters she looked to and 

' obeyed. Let it be noted in our tablets that every indi- 
vidual who plays the despot towards a courtezan, and 
defends her when summoned from and against all, if 
he be not a police agent, is always either a robber by 
profession, or a robber en kerbe. 

AdUe only ceased to be sought by the policemen 
to be under the law of GutUaume, Lerougt^ Victor- 
dei-Bois, Coco-Lacour, and PaiUier, who by turns con- 
strained her to become their mistress. It was in their 
society that she familiarized herself to the idea of rob- 
bery ; she had some scruples, but they insensibly sue-, 
ceeded in obviating and removing them. They pointed 
out to her the advantages of this industry they exercised, 
and this industry she followed. Her first essays were 
brilliant; she did not begin as others have done by 
taking a watch or purse, that would have been, as they 

'say, to play with trifles at the threshold, and Adfele 
carried her views higher. Amongst her lovers many 
excelled in the art of making tahe keys. She began to 

: ". their dangerous skill, and made in that way 

u so rapid Uiat she soon had a deliberative voice 
le chapter or assembly of cambrioleurs, who allied 

on acquired the reputation of an ad- 
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)nirab1e head-piece : some accidenu more or less severe 
that had befallen her fiieads, gave her the opportunity 
of proying that her heart viai equalt; good : all recog- 
nited in her that virtue in Iheir line of lite which they 
term probily. She never abandoned him amongat 
Ihein who underwent the robber's fate. 

If a sentence separated her from a lover, she always 
chose one of hii most tried and faithful comrades to re- 
place his loss, but he only became her knight on con- 
dition that he would not prevent her from assisUng the 
unfortunate prisoner, Adble had thus a sttine ol at- 
tachments, the objects of which, equally cherished and 
beloved, at length were sent to the bagnes, or at least 
cast into prison. To comfort their lot, she redoubled 
her coun^e and skill. However, the number of these 
pensiooen increased so rapidly, that, not to be com- 
pelled to suppress their allowances, which would have 
detracted from her reputation for probity, she was 
compelled to submit to a very cruel privation. A lover 
is an associate to whom it is neoessar; in a division of 

Erey to adjudge the lion's share. She had no more 
ivera. Adile had sufficient experience to gel rid of 
a fellow -labourer. She then Sew with her own wings, 
and worked alone for two years with incredible good 
fortune ; every thing succeeded to her wish. At length 
the moment arrived when a lucky hit, surpassing all her 
hopes, made her eiperitoce for the fiist time the em- 
barrassment of wealth. 



jo.CoL>(k- 



MBUoiRs OF vioocq. 



CHAPTER LIII. 



)>IIl™d«.*'nil* cHi 



lt«in|it— i^* l>mki*g in— Whin Ibe 
foil of pleimrs— The dKu^t of opponW 



Adele Meing herself vppish in the world, felt all Uie 
pangs of the solitude to which she had resigned ber- 
■elF. She experienced a void which she could not ac- 
count for, or, rather, which she defined so well, ani 
thus she determined on listening to the fiiM g^ltnt 
who should come and declare his passion to her, pro- 
Tided always and nevenheless that this said gallant 
should be a man to her taste. The one who pleased 
her moat, to whom she was equally pleasing, was one 
Rigoltier, the most amiable of billiard swindlers. 

ft was after a pool, io which he came off conqueror, 
that he put in her hands a love-letter, stuffed with the 
expressions which love had inspired, for Rigottier was 
really enamoured of her. Addle, who before was dying 
with fear lest she should be compelled to make the first 
advances, received his declaration, and the joy of her 
triumph took care not to let her swain sigh out his life 
in useless and pitiable lamentations. By pitying her- 
self she pitied him, and as sympathy was manifest, 
their coming ti^ether took place immediately, without 
the iiiterrention of any officer of the civil law. 

Adble could not be ignorant that a woman ought to 
have nothing concealed from her husband, and had no ' 
sooner united her lot with Rigottier, than she hastened 
to evince to him her little talents, and all the profit she 
drew from them. He was enchanted at the skill with 
which she handled the file, lie wished to try if he 
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had any talents that viaj, Adfele fbuod ^at he had, and 
cnltirated them ; and as leHoos never are more profit- 
able or more quicklj learnt, than when communicated 
by one we itdoie, in a very short time Rigottier knew 
how to make a key with as much perfection as the 
moat expert of locksmiths. Most certainly, in follow* 
ing on a green cloth the chance of a cue, 10 which for- 
tune is too (iequcntly unfaithful, Rigottier had not 
worked at his vocation ; Adile undertook to direct him 
into it, and the most perfect success crowned his etibrts; 
Nevertheless she would not allow him to venture before 
he was perfectly master of his craft, so much did she 
fear that some clumsy trick might min him. At first she 
■nly took him with her to keep watch, but afterwards, 
at some expeditions at which he had only looked on with 
folded arms, it was (^reed that he should have hence- 
forward a finger in the pie. 

A lady, who was reckoned rich, resided in the Rue da 
la Feronneiie. She had a good deal of money, her 
maid said, and Adtle projected to make it change 



cessary to leize on the propitious a 
bad promised to let Adele know when her mistress went 
aut,and sbekept heiword. Onedayshecaroe and told 
her that her mistress would go out in the evening, nod 
'brthwith the;r concerted the plan of operation. > 

" Come," said Ad^le to her pupil, " we cannot re- 
^ede now ; you shall go in with me, I widi to see how 
lou wilt begin ; it is a splendid affair; no belter could 
je chosen lor yoai first altempt." 

Rigottier did not recede; he went with Ad£le, and 
u soon as they were certain that Ibe lady had gone 
out, they went op (o her apartment, which ihey 
entered without difficulty, and once within, that thev 
miofat feet Iherasetves at home, they fastened the bolts, 
knd then leisurely proceeded to open all tbe places 
irhich they snpposed contained the money ; a secre* 
lary, two ofiests, ■ wardrobe, a bookcase, and taany other 
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pieces of liirDituTe were broken open, but nowhere did 
Ihey find the cash meatJoned by ihe female servant. 
Where could it bel A note which met their eyes ift. 
formed them thai it had gone to the noiary'ii Tnia wai 
enough to make (hem tear iheir hair and rend their gar- 
menisi but far from abandoning themselves to despair 
that was fruitless, the deceived pair, surveying witK a 
glance the many valuables around them, judged lliat 
from the bosom of this disorder there might arise a mass 
of objects that could comfort and even competisate ihem; 
and (here being still wherewithal to recompense, ihey 
■elected some Jewellery, plate, lace, and liuen. 

In an instant they arranged all, and had carefully col- 
lected every Ibing that was valuable, and made packets 
of them ; we bolt was drawn back, and they were about 
to deparL Ad£le, transported with satiafaclion, threw 
her arms around her lover's neck and embraced him, 
lUgottier was worthy of her ; she had admireil bis cool- 
ness, and could not sufficiently praise the steadiness 
with which he had seconded her. In her enthusiasm 
■he embraced him again ; one kiss called for another — 
Rigollier repaid her tenfold; the exchange was rapid, 
it was a rolling fire, it intoxicates them, they abandon 
themselves to it, Ihey forget themselves. They are not 
on earth ; there were no more gendarmes, no more spies, 
no more laws, tribunals, remembraDcea, cautions ; love 
dispels all dangers — 'the thunder may fall, the ceiling 
may crush them, the house may give way, the universe 
may be swallowed up, the pair see, hear nothing. 

El lifiMha ilUAalur arbii impavidian ferienl nana. 
AdiXe and Rlgoltier were no longei of this world; for 
them life had no thorns, no asperities, no bitlemeas, 
life is of eiderdown, and filled with delights. This may 
be so ; but in Paris the streets have two sides of tm 
way, and it is sometimes prudent lo think of the incon- 
venience of opposite neighbours. The lady whose ab- 
sence caused so profound a security, had not gone filr 
away. Opposite lo her own aparimeni, and exactly 41. 
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(be same slory, lived ona of her friends. She had gone 
tu see her, and made one at a paity of Itoaton, nheii 
suddenly, whilst somebody was shuffling ihe cards, her 
eyes were mechanically directed towards onu of bet 
own windows. 

" Ah, ladies," she cried, " soraelhing very extraordi- 
nary is going on in my bed-room." 

" What's ihe matter? Whafs the matter?' 

" Do you perceive ihat there is a lighl T" 

" Vou are mislaken, it is only the refleclion." 

" What do you say, reflection ? I am not blind. I 

"Yes, slirrine; that is always your way," 
" Oh, indeed I this time you will say it is no illusion. 
There, theie, M. Ptanard, look ; do you see the curtain 
■ ■ ■ • ■ ■ ■ ,^i- 

a peculiar more- 

" II increases — the fringes, the valance, alt tremble, 
all is agitated ; if It continues, the canopy will &li 

" It does not cease ; what the devil can it be ? (hey 
may be thieves." 

"Thieves! ah, my dear M. Planard, you open my 
eyes. Good God, they are thieves ; quick, quick, let 
us RO down." 

" Let us go down, let us go down," repeated alt Ihe 
company, and eacli, according to his or her respective 
degrees of agility, jumped down the stairs by twos, by . 
threes, and even by fours, to gel down quickly. 

The lady whose apartment had been visited without 
her knowledge was more trembling, more agitated than 
her curtains. She pushed open the small door of her 
porter's lodge. 

" My flambeau, my flambeau," she exclaimed with 
impatience, mingled with trouble; "pray make haste; 
you will get a light to-morrow." 

" Do you wish it to run ?" 

" I tell you there ate thieves in the house." 
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"Yes. thieves r 

" Where are Ihey V 

" la my apatiment." 

" In your HpartineDt, Madame Bourgeois I in your 
Bpartment ! you are joking." 

" No, indeed, I do not joke; ran quickly and call 
the principal." 

"M.De8loyers? I will." 

" Beg hiro to be so good as (o come as loon as pos< 
iible." 

The poller hastened to Ailfil his mission, and was not 
slow in returning accompanied by M, Desloyers, who, 
at the single word thief, had already taken his measures 
of attack. Like a regular bed-room hussar, he had 
not put off his night-gown or cotton cap ; his spectacles 
had replaced the protectors of green gauie ; he had 
slipped on his Blockings, and tied his garters, and was 
armed with a spit which he had sewed as he came 
through the kitchen. 

" Ah, ah I my friends," said he, " pradence and no 
noise. We must go up, must we not* Chut, cfaul! 
I think I hear— it is a carriage. A moment : do no- 
thing hastily. Everybody must take their shoes oC 
Chut! chut! You, Monsieur Tii pot (he oMretted tin 
porter), as there may be numbers to oppose, take your 
stick; Madame Tripol, lake your broom-handle; and 
mademoiselle had better get the fiying-pan; the ladies 
can ha'e a chair each lo attack the enemy. Now for 
the avant guard. ( will undertake to protect the re- 
treat ; and if there be any resistance, I will betake my- 
self wherever it may be best for me lo take lefiige. 1 
•m understood ; and let the arrangements thus proceed ; 
come, precede me, 1 wilt follow." 

The whole party huddled together, and went up the 
staircase. On reaching the second flight, they paus»— 
Chat, there lie^ are I The porter, who formed the 
ayant guard, quietly introduced the key, and the door 
yielded. Ah I was the general cry of surprise ; astoiuih- 
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ment aild iadignalion succeeded : a man and woman, 
broken furniture .and parcels, one on (he other. What 
a picture ! The ladies, as by a sponlaneous movement, 
placed before their visual organs ihatdiscieet hand — that 
officious acieen, which permits curiosity to be satisfied 
whilst consulting modesty. OuUide and inside, all was 
motioDless. Even the active curtaiDS, the performers, 
the spectators, remained as if petrified ; no person spuke, 
no person said a word, so much were all dumb-fouoded, 
•o greatly did stupefaction seize on all. The porter 
was mute also; but he could keep so no longer; and, 
breaking ntence, he said — ' 

"Ah! this is a new go, indeed. The commissarj 
must come, and the beard of the judge must sroelt it 

The commisaaTy, exempts, and guard, whom a neit^h- 
bour had fetched, were not long in appearing. They 
seized the two lovers. . Adfele, the first interrogated, was 
not at all disconcerted. She protested that bet appear- 
ance in the room, when she was surprised, was only the 
effect of a fortuitous accident ; she knew nothing of the 
man with whom she was found in company : she had 
only seen him once in her life ; that as she was a com- 
mon woman, he had accosted her in the street, and they 
had entered the house together, believing it was a house 
of accommodation. A dooi was open on the staircase, 
and the opportunity, the time, &c. ; besides, she was 
an utter stranger to the making up of the parcels, and if 
a robbery' was committed she was as innocent of it as 
the babe unborn, and washed her hands of the a%ir. 

This falsehood was well devised ; but Rigottier, with 
whom Addle could concert no plan, did not keep to 
(he same text; and fVom the difference of their state- 
ments resulted a sentence of sixteen years' confinement 
in irons. Rigottier went with the chain in 1802. Ten 

Jears later I met him on the quays; he bad escaped. 
apprehended hitn; and 'he afterwords died at the 
bagne. 
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Piet^ — Penair — SK« mast die— Crad paDiAhineiit — Thfl lumnaU 
Df ciime'JuHtUnce.la templHtioiu 

At the teraiiaatioD of her sentence, AdSle left Saint 
Laiare with a sum of nine hundred franca (nearly 38t. 
English nionef ), the profits of her labour whilst con* 
fined. She was completely refnnned, and had determined 
on leading an irreproachable life. Her hrst care wai 
to procure a small apartment, nhich she furnished, and 
decent apparel. This done, she had one hundred and 
fifty francs left. This was enoufi;h to keep the wolf from 
the door for a brief space, and yet was but a sorry pros- 
pect. She went out in quest of work ; and as she wm 
an admirable needle-woman, she found employment 
very readily. Employed in an establishment for several 
months, she had every reason to be content with her 
lot. But the existence of a liberated convict, male or 
female, is precarious. It was found that she had been 
■liut up in Saint Laiare ; and then commenced thon 
troubles from which it ia so difficult to escape when 
once branded with the mark of justice. Ad&le, withoat 
having in any other way given offence, was uDfeelioKlj 
dismissed. She changed her quarters, and succeeded 
in getting again engaged. Placed in charge of the 
linen at a furnished house, that she might avoid the 
least chance of committing any indiscretion, she de- 
termined lo have no fellowship with any persons but 
those whose confidence she had gained. But in spite 
of this precaution, she could not avoid the reminis- 
cences of pnst life. Recognised and pointed out, she 
wBa agun thrust out from home and shelter on a 
pitilesa world. From this day she had no resource, 
no chance of doing any thing without experiencing the 
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effects of that reproach whii:h results from infaniy per- 
petuated by prejudice. 

Ad^le bad no resource but her oecille. In vain did 
she seek to turn it to account : three months elapsed. 
and she did not meet with one charitable soul who, 
availing themselves of her skill, would compassionaie 

The moment arrived when, to subsist, she was com- 
pelled to have recourse to her few goods, and, by a 
series of petty pledges and pawninga, all llie Rarmenta 
in hei nardiobe neut to the Mont de Pi£i£, that pulf 
of iniquity, dug by ibe usurious hypocrite under the 
feet of the necessitous. Reduced to the most absolute 
nakedness, Adble determined on ending her «oes by 
snidde, and she ran to throw herself into the Seine, 
when on the Pont Neuf she net Suzanne Golier, one of 
the companions of her confinement. AdSle related her 
troubles to this friend, nbo dissuaded her frora the re- 
solution she had taken. 

" Come now, come now,"'aaid Suianne ; " shall we 
do ill when another is doing well? Come to the house; 
my sister and I have opened an embroidery shop ; we 
liave wotk, and you shall help us, and we will live to- 

E ether. If we have only bread, well! we shall only 
ave bread to eat." 

The proposal could net come more propitiously : 
Adfele accepted It 

Itmastben the cofnmencement of winter, embroidery 
was in great request ; but a', the end of the carnival the 
dead season set in. At the end of six weeks Adtle and 
her friends were plunged into the most horrible distress. 
Frederic, the husband of one of them, was established 
as a locksmith. Had he been in full buaines he might 
have aided ibem ; btit unfortunately be did not earn 
even enough to pay his way, and defray the expenses of 
his shop : greater penury could not be imagined. 

One day Ad^le was in the shop of this man, who, 
tor more than forty-eight hours, had not, any more than 
henelf, taken any sort of nourishment. 
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" Well," said Ihe locksmith, affecting to joke, whiht 
he ultered words ot the most Bioist^ import, — '* we 
mint die, little dears, there is do more prog. Yes, 
we must die," he repeated ; and, whilst he forced a 
Smile, his features weie convulsed, and the cold sweat 
started to his biow. Adfele, silent, and her face oveT- 
spread with a mortal paleness, was leaning oa the shop- 
board. She sudtlenly arose, and experienced a vaiit 
emotion. "We must die — must we?" she breathed 
out, looking with inconceivable feeling at the tools with 
which she wai surrounded. It was tlie light of a horrid 
hope which came across ber. Ad^le was convulsed 
and tremblbg ; a burning fever shot through her frame, 
consumed her ; between the cravings of hunger and the 
terrors of conscience, she endured agony that almost rent 
her heartstrings. During these tortures, with her hand 
on a bunch of keys, she thmsL them from her. 

" Good God," she cried, " take away these instru- 
ments of crime t When I have so much desire to do 
right, shall, must these be my last resource." 

And that she might not fall into temptation, the uofbr- 
lunaie creature aoaglA safety by hastily ruDoing out. 
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0* of ehuit^^— The door of thephllantL 






Vicurf pmeluninl loo uwa— Tlw mil Bgare— The nriLpts— 
Uohunlcif bcglolicy— Ttie cairyiiiE off— Tbe cvrigge atparu 

ADEI.E had beard Ihat in the division where she lived 
there was an office of charity ; there, if benevulence be 
not a vain name, the poor ought to be rebeved and 
comforted instantly. The desire of maintaining herself 
honestly rc-aDimaied her carnage i she summoacd all 
■he strength thai was left, and dr^ged herself to the 
dooT of the philanthropist, who had been pointed out to 
her as the dispenser of the alms of her division. Adgle 
asked to speak lo him. 

" Monsieur cannot be seen." 

" I am dying with hunger." 

" Monsieur is at dinner, and viill not allow himseli 
to be disturbed during meal limes." 

" Gracious heaven I — will he soon have finished ? 
When can 1 return and see him." 

" Oh, to-morrow." 

"To-raorrowl- 

" Not before twelve o'clock, do you understand ; 
Monsieur receives no person sooner." 

" Ah, do allow rae lo see him at least Ihia evening; 
you will restore me lo life !" 

" I have already told you it is impossible; go away 
and don't tease me or yourself any more about it." 

Ad£le turned away, and scarcely had she pa^ed over 
the threshold of the door, which was shut upon her with 
violence, when her knees sinking under her, she endea- 
voured to go a few paces, her sight grew feeble, she 
stumbled, she fell, and in hei fall her temple struck 
•gainsl a sharp stone. 
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"Slop, coachmanl slop !— you will cruah her. 

" Whip away, 1 tell you ! Who ordered jou lo at* 
tend 10 these plebeianiT Whip on, I desire you!" or- 
dered the shrill loud voice of an old crabbed dowager, 
whose equipage was rattling over the stones. 

"The plebelaas are in your skin!" replied a coal- 
heaver ; '* won't yoo slop, voa old bundle of feathers !" 
and darting at the horses' bead, be Mopped them wiih 
bis powerAiI hand, whilst some of the passers by, 
summoned by the noise of ihe circumstance, dragged 
from under the wheel of ibe carriage a female balbed in 
blood. 

The old dowager vowed lire and faggot against the 
wretches who bad dared to intercept ber course. She 
will be too late for the CutmUda Saxnat; — that wa* 
most proToking ; — the sitting will have comioenced. 
There is not now in Paris any safety for people of con- 
sequence ; the passages are all slopped. 

" Landan, do your duty, and punish these insolent 
creatuiesi Landan, you do not hear me; I am losing 
lime of the utmost consequence, ai»d for whom ! — for a 
wretch — a drunken woman I" 

" Does not Madame la Corotesse see that I cannot 
get forward." 

"Tell the chasseur to lake the number of thai man's 
ticket; I will complain lo the police, and he shall lol 
in gaol. Take me to the minister this instant!" 

At this threat, the terrified coal-heaver let go the 
reins, and the carriage of Madame la Comtesse, Diore 
rapid than lightning, more terrible than thunder, dis- 
appeared in the midst of hootinga and maledictions, 
the impolent clamours of which only eicited in her 
mind rage and contempt. 

Adile was laid on a bench near the door which but 
the moment before had been shut with so much bru< 
lality. Her swoon continued, and she had not reco- 
verfxl the use of her senses; two mechanics supported 
her. Amongst Ihe speclalora whom the event had 
assembled each tried who could be of most service la 
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ler, or sooneft lend her aid. A fishworoan pierced the 
;rowd, tore her chemise lo slaunch the blood and heal 
the wound; the fruii-woman at the corner ran with 
some broth ; an errand-boy ran for snme wine ; and a 
yoDng milliner hastened to lend her the aid of her bot- 
tle of salta. The crowd had become veiy considerable. 

" What'g (he matter? nbat's it all about?" 

" A woman ia taken ill." 

"Then send some of the crowd away, make a larger 
circle round about her; would you stiile her ?" and the 
cii%le was immediately extended. 

Adile gave no signs of life; she was motionless; 
some person opened her eye-lid. "The eye looks well 1 
it is only a fainting iiL" 

"Does her pulse heal?" 

"Nor 

" Then she is dead. Put yout hand on hei heart." 
"I feel nothing." 

" Perhaps something is too light about her ; cut the 
strings of tier cloihei." 
" She is not cold," 

" If there were a doctor he would know what to do." 
'* They have been to feldi one, but that M. Durpetrin 

" There was only a lit'le way for him lo come either." 
" Oh I if it had been for a rich patient, he would soon 
hare beei) here." 

" Let's try again if she wilt take any broth." 

" That's right, mother, try and make her diink a few 

"Throw some water in her face." 

" There is nothing so dangerous as that, give her 
Bome wine rather ; that will bring her to," 

They put the spoon lo Adile's lips, and the broth 
passed down her throat. " Ah 1 so much the better, she 
will recover;" said the helpers and lookers on, with 
■narked satisfaction. 

Adfele let faU one of her hands whioh were lying on 
her knees, and then breathing the long sigh which 
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conies froma person whom death oppresses, sheopemd 
her eyes widely, but, oppressed with the glare of light, 
Iheir haggard and sunken looks wandered vaguely 
about without dislinguiahing an; lixed object. At 
length a flood of tears flowed down her pallid cheeks. — 
" tlow is it with you, my child T' inquired those standing 
by ; but just liien Adele caught sight of the cup which 
was offered lo her, and seizing il with eagerness she 
greedily lifted it to her parched lips, but her weakened 
powers refiised lo aid ihe longing desire she felt to 
drain its contents at one draught, and in the fruiilesi 
endeavour lo Gi the cup against her Up«, the chattering 
and convulsire grinding of her leeth overpowered her 
weak efforts, and the cup fell from her feeble hands. 
" Poor soul 1 she is dying of want," tried one compas- 
sionate voice. " She is enpiriog from mere starvMion," 
exclaimed a second. "Heavens I to think that while so 
many are revelling in luxury, a poor fellow-creature 
should die like a dog 1" 

However, by degrees poor \dHe recovered the use 
of her scattered senses, and her first attempt was lo 
break a piece of bread which a vrater-carrier had slipped 
into her hand ; but when conveyed to her oiouth, her 
parched palate refused to lend its aid, and after vainly 
endeavouring to masticate the aliment so necessary lo 
recruit her failing strength, her head dropped again 
upon her breast, a cold perspiration stood on her brow, 
and exhaustion appeared to have claimed its viaim. 

"Come, friends, tel us make a collection for the 
unfortunate girl," said an old woman, who, forgetting in 
the contemplation of another's misery ihe weigh! of the 
huge basket beneath which she was bending, handed 
round to each individual a sort of fur cap, in which, by 
way of example, she first placed a lurty-sous piece, and 
varying the mode of her address according as the ap- 
pearance of those she addressed seemed to'iequire it, 
she appealed to the benevolence of all. " Piay, sir, 
pity the young creature, and put in something, as little 
«$ you please, but pray don't throw away this oppor- 
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tunily of helping a fellow'creature. Come, mj good 
tail, see if there is a trifle still left io the corner of your 
waistcoat pocket. Oh ! my noble soldier, throw in a 
franc just fdi luck — you will be never the poorer for 
helping a poor girl. That's right, my nonhy old gen- 



richer nor the poorer for it j now l^m, my good man, 
throw in a hvi of those louis which have been buroiog 
a hole in yoar pocket so long. — Pmy remember the 
cap." continued she, shaking it in the lace of an old 
lady who seemed anxious to escape her eye. " I beg 
pardon, but I fancy my lady has not been able to put 
in on account of the crowd. Stand back all of you, 
and let this kind lady give her auistance. — Many thanks, 
my kind madam." added she, when her oratory was 
crowned with success, '*iQay God bleu you — 'tis a 
charity well placed.'' 

The indefatigable basket- worn an completed her 
round, without having experienced a refusal from one 
of those to whom she had applied ; all had gladly seized 
the opportunity of performing a kind action, purchased, 
as it was by several, at the price of many a privation. 

*' There, cried a clear-starcher, throwing in a half 
fianc, previously destined to procure for her the treat 
of a luxurious supper, "there it goes, and I shall last 
to-night; but I would rather ^o without a day's food 
than see yonder poor creature in the state she is.'' 

When the lower order of ppople perform a praise- 
worthy action, they are not ashamed to give public 
vent to their feelings, and to express aloud the sacrifice 
they have imposed upon themselves; and this from no 
spirit of osteniatioD, which would lead them to extol 
their own act; far from it, no atter-regrels disturb their 
enjoymentofhavin^ thus aided a fellow-creature. What 
virtue and seltdenial maybe found in such exclama- 
tions ai the fallowing : " Well, it will be al! the same 
six hours hi&nce, aiul Ishall just have to deny myself the 
pleasure of going to the barriSre, as I had piomised." 
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" I had intended to have put into the lottery ; well' 
I mast jiut wait till next lime." 

" Ab to be sure, 'ne ou^ht to help one another." 

"Pooh! pooh, wife, I know what I'm B)*iag. I 
mint go without my pint a day for a little while ; that 
won't burt me ; here, mother with the cap, come this 
way ; only to think of what poor destitute souls are 
exposed to 1" •^ 

" I shall make <ip what I now gire by some fbrtu- 
DBte bargain, and if 1 do not even take handsel, I can't 
help it; bad luck to-day, better to-morrow. Good bye 
to my smart new handkerchief I must wait a little 
longer beforel buy it, that's alL" 

" True, my pretty one, do you but feed the hungiy and 
pity those wtio need it; heaven will raward you never fear." 

" Franfoise, do you observe 1 have actuidly parted with 
what I hare been saving up to redeem my ear'rings." 

"Oh, I see] well, I have done the same thing; and 
now my bracelets must stay where they are till good 
luck comes agaiD." 

" Pray, good people, do not push so dreaJfiilly ; — if 
you cannot help the poor creature, you bad belter go 
your ways> aod leave room for those who will." 

The persevering basket-woman continued her rounds, 
renewing her entreaties to each fresh comer whom curi- 
osity instigated to approach the assembly. Undaunted 
by silence, or even direct reiusal, she still kept up her 
tone of supplication, 

" See," cried she, *' here come some smart Indies ; 
let's see what ibej will do for us." She hurried towards 
them, but the females she alluded to, who had just 
quitted the ihouse before which the wWe scene had 
taken place, just turned their heads, and then redoubled 
their speed to escape her importunities. 

" Halloa there, you people !" eiclatmed a fat over- 
Eed footman, with powdered head and gaudy livery — 
" Holloa, 1 saj," continued he, advancing carelessly, 
leaning upon a broom : " what are you all about, block- 
ing up the dooc-way in this manner V 
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" What does ihe man say ?" asked one. 

" Why, I say that if you do not take youraeWea off 
pretty quickly, T will malte you ; (hal is atl." 

" And pray, my worthy sir, does not the street belong 
to us as well as to you V' 

" God bless you, my friend," replied one amongst 
the crowd, " the fool only echoes the wfaitn or sel&h 
command of his mistress." 

" Hold your pert tongue I" vociferated the enraged 
lacquey, "or [ will let you know who I am and who 
my mistress is too, in a way you will not like: how. 
ever, I'll soon turn that impostor off the bench where 
she is lying, playing off her tricks ;" — so saying, he 
■ought to breakthrough the crowd, but in vain; he 
was driven back with a thousand hisses, cries, groans, 

" Well," cried he, foaming with rage, "we'll soon 
see who's master, howevei ; you shall just have a bene- 
fit from my slop-pail." 

" Ha, ha, hal you rinsing of the waste-bult; ob, 

" You won't stir? Well, then, here goes : remember, 
he laughs best who laughs the last." 

He stepped a few paces backwards, and pushed the 
door gently. "Molly," said he, "bring me a pail of 
water here, and see me christen all these rascals." 

"Oh, oh, that U what you are after, yon blackguard, 
)■ it? We hear you. Come here and see how clean 
we will wash your sneaking feee ) — Now I have you, 
you unfeeling brute!— hurral hurra 1 — Roll the fellow 
in the kennel!" 

" Let me go, let me go, or I'll'' 

"Ah! soyou think to bully a bit, do you? TakeckM 
what jrou say, or we will serve you out. — Bravo I bravo ! 
— go it, go it ! — give it him well I — serve him out 1" 

" Fair play ! fair play I" cried the frightened domes- 
tic. " Really, gentleman, this is unjust : — I am not to 
blame — I but fulfil my orders — stay where you are all 
night— 'tU all one to roe, but the servant must yield W 
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Ibe muter, and when master ordered me to drive yoii 

away, how could 1 help it ?' 

" Who is your miisier t he'ceema to have very little 
pity for the unrorlunate." 

" Faith, if all those whose occupation and coodition 
renders them familiar with the poor, were not of the 
MOie way of thinkioe, their dwellings would be as much 
beset as the doors of a mendicily society." 

Whilst the aerrant was speaking, he continued, like 
a prudent general, to keep np a. skilful retreat ; and 
whilst he amused his enemies by a feigned capitula- 
tion, be reached, by one quick step, the street door; 
by a second movement, as abrupt and unexpected, he 
managed to shake off his enemies, and make good his 
eiit into the house, leaving one of his sleeves behiud 
him as a trophy of victory, at the sight of which a 
general burst of riolous eihiliration was heard. 

"Let the hang-dog hide his rascally face!" cied 
they. "Well done, sneak; ask friend Molly to bide 
you in her slop-pait you wished loborrow a few minutes 
ago." 

However, these victorious rejoicings were soon inter* 
rupted by the sight of two individuals, whose scanlily 
cut great-coals, black cravats, long canes, and vulgar 
appearance augured ill for the triumphant party. From 
the velocity wiih which ihey moved along, it might have 
been conjectured that they were hastening to lend their 
aid to extinguish a lire. 

" This way, gentlemen, this way." Such at least 
was the meaning lo be gathered from the gesture of a 
tall figure clad in a thick-wadded wrapping coal, and 
who seemed tobetheleaderof the party. Thiitall figure 
proceeded onwards to about forty paces from the group ; 
and afler having bestowed on them a gracious inclina- 
tion uf the head, and a last sign with nis finger, at the 
turning of a street, he disappeared, — or, rather more 
conformably to decorum, the silent (jentleman en- 
Konced himself from whenra he could plainly obMtfe 
all that wai passing. 
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''I " Here come the exempli 1" 

" Hallo I oDtof theway, clear the way !" and «lbow- 
"* ii^, driving, pushing, flourishing their cane*, and diS' 
pmyiog that siaff of office, the sight of which lilences 
■;* all tongues, andparaiyMS every ann, they proceeded 
'■'_ slraight up to Addle; and, taking her brutallv by the 
"^ elbow — " Gel up, my girl," cried tliey, " and nareb 
.^ before us r 

''; "Shame! shamel" eiclaimed the honest fruit- 
^ woman, whose praiseworthy aciivity in behalf of ihe 
"' lufierer had procured so liberal a con (libu lion, *■ to 
':'' ill use ihus a poor soul : 'tis disgraceful to you as 
. men. What hann has this unfortunate girl done you 

" Go about your business : nobody wishes to trouble 
■ you : go home wiih you." 

" Don't you see that the poor creature is almost at 
' her last breath?" 

" Will you be advised ? Uff you wish to place your 
neck between the prison bats V 

" Not I, indeed.- 

"Well, Ihen, be off with you," 

" Alas V exclaimed Ad^le binlly, ■■ for pily'i sake, 
gentlemen, let me have time to recover my breath." 

" Never mind that: you'll have plenty of breathing 
time in the guard -house." 

" Oh ! 1 conjure you take pity upon my weak- 

" Come, come, we are up to these tricks : they won't 
do fbr us, my pretty one; so nooe of your gammon 
and wry faces. She s a deep hand at ii, I see; and as 
for her dying of hunger, she is aa far lioro it as that 
good genileraan." — (Pointing to a little fat ifutnpy 
paatrji-cnok wAo tou amoagil the tpeclatan.J 
" For the iove of God, have mercy upon me I" 
"Will you never have done with your rigmaroles? 
Come, march, I tell you ; and you shall tell your tale 
ftt Ihe guard-house. What I do you suppose we hava 
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nothing to do but lo listen to your whiniogs ? Troop, 

The wretched girl endeaToured to stand ; but a fresh 
giddiness seized her, and she fell at their feet. 

With.a»ol!ey of oaths and threats, one of the eaempt* 
■eiied her as though she had been a wild beast. 

" I'll be hanged,"' said he, " if you shall not come, 
or you shall give a good reason why. Do you hear me, 
you baggage ? March, I say." And again bestowing 
on her a violent snatch, he tore her apron from her 
waist, and the money which bad been so kindly collected 
for her fell to the ground and rolled in all directions. 



dropped could be recovered, a hackoef-coach passed 
by, and was irnmediately ordered to stop. The exempt! 
dragged the bodj of the insensible Adtle towards 
it, who looked, indeed, like a corpse whom assassins 
were hurrying to the grave, in order to conceal their 
crime, and threw her roughly on one of the seals. 

" What are you all staring at so curiously," cried 
they to the spectators of this savage scene; " did you 
never see a woman drunk before 1" 

Scandalous! infamous! disgusting! murmured the 
bystanders, who were not to be duped by this shallow 
artifice. However, the coach door was shut ; the coach- 
man mounted his box. " To the depdt, to the prefec- 
ture, if you understand that better;" and, so saying, the 
vehicle rolled on. 
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ADE1.E had losl all caaaciousneis. Tlie two policemen, 
who bad placed her belween Uiem, rubbed her hard, 
and chafed her hands in the hope of reviving her; the 
coachman, who was lisleD log, heard them sa]', in woids 
which denoted their embarrasantenl, — 

" Is she aciinz a farce, or is she notr 

" Let ns see, but don't play the rool." 

" Hold your jaw," 

" Well, I liiink that il is no joke." 

" Pinch her." 

" Well, it's no use to pinch her, she does not note 
nor stir." 

" What I does not her eyelid eten twinkle V 

" ()q my word, I think she is done for. — (Lauqktng.) 
Ua, ha, ha ! What a go I what a farce I" 

" WhatI do you tliink she would play us such a 
trick ?■■ 

'* 'Pon my soul, there's uolhinK to laugh at; we're ia 
a nice concern with this lump of carrion?" 

" Stuff, stuffi There ia no difficulty in the thing ; 
lei's leave her at I.a Morgue'', — that will be the short* 
est and only way. — (He calli) — Coachee !" 

" No, no ; let's go to the nearest guard-house." 

" Very right : we can say we picked her up in the 
streets through humanity. They tnay then do what 
they like with her, it will be no business of ours," 

* La Hi>^e 19 a specKS of chirnel-houac in Paris, whera 
all corpses found uid unkaown are depotiled until oinied by 
lelitives or fiiends. — Tunsl. 
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*■ I know tUI that bi well an you can lell me; but 
who will pay the bre V 

" Oh, the devil ! I iie»er thought of that/' 

" Of course I shall Dol." 

" Nor I.- 

" A^ell (hen, old boy, she must i I raw it ibrty-sous 
piece." 

" Are you sorer 

" Yea, for I have It in my hand." 

" All right. Well, then (addreniiig the caaeAMari)^ 
diiie to the next guard-house." 

They arriTed there; and haTingeschangedafew words 
with the officeion duly, the policemen took their teare. 
Whilst the officer was fiiU ot adioiration at their gene- 
rous behsTiour, Adtte, whom they had lifted from the 
coach, was lying on a bench near the stove. 

A Sghoeint. " Captain, wh»t are we to do with 
this woman r 



Soldier, "She is, perbejas,-^ aletbafgy,"'! 

SEtOHP Sol. " Good, M. Delorraes, with ' your 
lethargy, you don't seem to see the bump she's got oil 
her head." 

CiPTstK. "Is she wouDded? We ought to have 
secured those men. I tiiought they had a hanging 
look about them." 

First Sol. " My stars, what a deep cut I Ser- 
geant, only look, see the blood begins (o spout out 

Ser. " I'faith it is very red." 

Off. " Then she still lives, the warmth has re- 
stored the circulation: who is smoking here? Cor- 
poral, smoke a little under her nose." 

CoRFOHAL. " That will only do her more -hvm 
than good." 

Capt. " Don't be afraid." 
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CoK. (ffko approached the beach and senl out a 
Itmg puff" of tTnoke.J "II seems (o do famously." 

Capt. " Thai's well, that's well ; do so again.'' 

The return to life was announced by a alight con- 
traction of th« countenance, and by a conTulaive move- 
ment ef the limbs. AdSle breathed again, coughed, 
and by an effort raised heiself on the seat, where iha 
had been recumbent. 

The Capt. fin an undtr-ton* to the tergeani,) 
" She looks like a spectre." 

Sea. " Exactly like abody du^ up from tlie grave. " 

A Conscript. " If I were not here I should be 
frightened, and think I saw a ghost." 

Ad^le looked about her, and after tome moments, 
with those accents expressiTB of a soul full of sweet- 
ness, said, " I was so well." Her horbon cleared, 
darkness was dissipated. " Where am I ? (wit* emo- 
tion) the guard 1 ID prison ! good God, in prison !" 

Off. " Cheer up, my good woman, you are with 
those who wiU not harm you." 

Adele. "Ali,$irl HolyVirginl whathave Idone?" 

Ser. " As long as you are with us, there is no fear 
of any person harming you : are we not the ineincible 
elghieenth T (He handed hU canleeH to her.) Drink, 
that will do you good — it's good; at least it cost six 
sous the half plot, so it ought to be." 

An. "Ah, good sir, M. Sergeant, I Ihank you, 

Ser. " I will not; you shall drink, or'tell me why 
noU Come, come, it will revive you." 

The persuasions of ihe sergeant were so powerful 
and pressing, that Ad^le dared no longer refuse, and 
soon recoTert^ sufficient strength to be able to answer 
the questions which the officer addressed to her. She 
did not complain, she related the truth; and in her 
mouth, truth was so eloquent, that the vieilki mou- 
ttachei (hardened veterans), enraged at first with the 
brutality of the policemen, were surprised aftetwitds 
lo find a tear starting^ to Iheir eyes. 
K 3 
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" Well, lei^taiit, irhat*i the i 



ihcn, capttUD, tu OWD the truth, I could Dot prevent its 
coming. 

Co*. " I am not mighty soft and itnutire, but 
it is too much for me, I cannot bear to aee a noroan 
weep. It gives ma lo muvh uneasineu, that for 
nothing I would give ber all my chink (taking from 
hit pocket an old glove lehieh had nrved him for a 
purtj. I have twenty-two sooa and a half, and I ant 
d^d if I don't give them all lo her. Why make any 
ado about it! Why ihouldn't 1! with the allowance 
bread to.day — Well, who collect* the cash? Let him 
have all, the iraall and large pieces, from a liatd lo six 

Ses. " I should tike to make it forty, but the 
thing's impossible; thirty-five, and the bag is empty: 
if 1 were skinned alive, they could not get another 
dump out of me." 

A Sol. " Here are my tweaty-five centimes and 
my lation. Comrades, come, shell out, you who have 
got any. There are some chaps under the bed. (He 

ClUd one out by the leg.) It's Lorrain — 1 woulil have 
t a wager of that." 

All. " Ab I we may well say, ' oiUrin Lorrain, 
traitor to God and kit neighhoar^ " 

LoKRAiH. ** I am asleep." 

Sol. " Five sous." 

LoR. " Leave me alone." 

Sol. " Tip, and sleep afterward." 

Lob. " I an't got no blunt." 

Sek, " You can't comb the devil If he hai na 
hair." 

Capt. (taking ten franc* from hispum,) " L«ave 
him alone, I will pay for him and the sentinels." 

Ad. " Captain you are too good." 

Caft. " Your situation demands caie : if you like* 
1 will liave you conveyed to the Hotel Dieu." 
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CoK. "There ii an hospital nearer; La V\t\6 a not' 
tno steps distance." 

Ser. " You cant get id at night there, or anywhere 

Capt. " Yet accidents may happen at night as well 
as in the da; ; and for an hospital to fulfil all the': 

Krposes of its estdbtishment, it should be open at alP 

Seb. " I beg your pardon, captain, but you are in 

CiPT. " If that be the case, she must be cotiducted 
lo ]ier home. (To Adete.) You have a home!" 

Ad. " I had one to-day; I was there with some 
friends, who are, perhaps, at this moment even worse 
than myself." « 

Capt. " Do yon feel capable of walking!" 

An. (getting up and lingering,) " Oh, yes ; 1 am 
not so weak as I was." 

Capt. " Well, then, some person shall accom- 
pany you. Numbers seven and eight, leave your 
carl ridge-boxes, take the lantern, and go with this 
female ; lead hei gently, stop as often a% it may iie 
necessary, and mind that she does not lose her 

See. " Mind, my good woman ; remember ten 
franc» the captain gave you; ten, eleven, twelve, 
fourteen, seventeen ; seven francs eleven sous that you 
had in your pockets : in all twenly-tbur francs fiity- 
live centimes. Now look, I tie Ihem up in the comer 
of your apron : tweniy-fbur francs eleven sous tied up 
in that knoL Can you now say that soldiprs are the 
■cum of the earih, and thai there are no good fellows 
in the Inviocibles ?" 

Adgle would have uttered every lestimoiiy that gra- 
titude could suggest : " You are kind, very kind." 

" Tliank them another time," said the captain ; " go 
now and sleep, you must need repose." 

" I think BO," exclaimed number seven, " after a 
thump like thai she has leceived. Cheer up, my little 
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woman ; lean on us. Don't be afraid ; I am stout aud 
strong, and so is my comrade." 

" Yes, yes; lean as heavy as you like. 

It was nearly two o'clock in the morning nhen 
Ad^le reached her abode. They knocked at the door, 
which Fiederic opened. On penetrating the retrettt 
which Adele pointed out aa her domicile, the two 
soldiers wete actually frightened : not the smallest por- 
tion of Airniture; the four wrUs ; some tiussea of 
straw, and on them were lying two women, without 
sheets or coverlids, without the least coTSring of any 
kind to shield Ihem. 

" Where shall we lay her down V said one of the 
soldiers. 

"Give me^hatl give me that!" said Fredeiici 
snatching fiom their hands a loaf, which he bit wil> 
eagerness. 

" By Mars! he is hungry. Come, ladies, rise; we 
luring you some provisions. Come, Parisian, divide 
this ration ; have you a knife !'' 

TuE Parisian. " What do we want with that?" 

AAer having broken Ihe bread, he approached, one of 
the women, and t^ing her by the band, said — 

" Well, are you dead ?" 

She turned on one side: " Ah, is it you, won iovx 
Jetutt" Then, seeing the morsel of bread, she seized 
and devoured it. 

Susanne, whom AdSle approached, raised herself up 
without answering her, and after having looked at the 
light with a smile which made one shudder, she extends 
her arm — " How beautiful the angels are I Do you see, 
my sister? they have not deceived me; it is Adfele! 
She is with them I I should like to devour a wing ! I 
knew Ihat'they would ask me to the wedding! She 
is all in white 1 She !iad a hat on I No, sir, I dwi'l 
dance after supper. The goose 1 the goose ! — yes, yes, 
the goose I— ah, cerlflinly ! 1 like it very much ! lie so 
kind as to pass those pigeons to roe !" 

A Sol. " She is at supper ; but it is evident to ms 
that her cupboard's 'irapty," 
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Adele. " Take this, my dearest girl; it is bread.'* 
SuBANNE. "Bread! for shame! Do you eat 

bread ? These biains are McetlenL The dessert 1 tlie 

dessert is magnificent I I shatl put some of that in my 

bag!" 
Ad. " She is delirious." 
Sot. ''Oysters! oh, 1 could eat twenty doien! 

Make haate ! Come, come, open them quickly ! 

Quicker, quicker! you are liresomely slow." 
Ad. " Excuse her; her mind wanders." 
The PjtB. "U does indeed; her little wits are 

wool-gathering." 

Ad. *■ Susanne, dear Susanttc, heat me; it ii T. 

DoT)'t yo« know me ! I am Addle T 
Svs. " Ah, your husband is reir gentlemanly." 
Ad. " Do not wander to wildly; here is bread, 

Sds. " It is for me, is it not?" 

Ao. " Yes, yes, it is for you." 

Sua. ($A# took the bread, ejramined it, tatted it.) 
" Pie, excellent pie, one of Lesage's make ; the crust Is 
atlniirable, delicious." (5^ ate norachutly.) 

One of the Sol. (to Aw comrade,) *' 1 wish I was 
a rich man.- 

The Par. " And so do I, were it only that I might 
be kind to people like these I It breaks my heart; 
here, come away; have you a lamp or candle that I 
can light far you V 

Frederic. "Candle! lamn! when we have not a 
morsel of bread in the housel'' 

The Par. " Suppose we leave them an end of 

The other Sol. " Yes, do ; the corporal will say 
nothing about iL" 

Tde Pae. "Well, then, leave the candle eod. 
Adieu, my fiieods, I trust you will be more fortunate, 
and see better days." 

Ad. " Ah, I shall never forget what you have dow 
forme.'* 
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The Par. " Adieu, adieu, good luck to you uotL 
I 9«e ;ou again." 

Tbb oibeb Sol. " Ah, lake care of yoursehes, 
miserable, uuhappy creatures." 

The Pill. " Chut, chut, wait till we get outside." 

For Addle and her compaaions this was a fortunate 
day lliat was about to beam od them. The sud rose on 
twenty-four francs fifty-flve centimes that belonged to 
thetn. What blessing!) did they call down od the beads 
of the biate lellowB of the inviucible EighteenUi, AdMe 
was hurt, crushed, by the accident of the preceding 
evening, but yet was so happy, because she had brought 
plenty to the house, that scarcely had day dawned 
when she began to sing. As for Susanne, her brain 
was no longer occupiM by deceitful halluciuations. 
Sleep had restored her to reason, and the phantom of s. 



the soldiers do all thisf For a trifle, now, I would go 
and kiss the captain." 

Ad. " And the set^eant, and the corporal, in fact, 
all of ibem behaved like deities." 

Feed. " TTten they may rely on it, that, go wherever 
I may, and meet their regiment, it will he that I 
bare not a brthing in my pocket if I do not treat them 
to drink. Don't you think, llenriette, that they richly 
deserve a kind return for their feeling conduct." 

HENBrETTE. " Yes, ray dear fellow, we ought to 
vow a candle for their safety ; but for them this day had 
been our finale." 



jo.Cooyk' 



HKMOniS or VI DOC Q. 



CHAPTER LVII. 



jaat wan ud Isgi ;— Hire van ■ cunte P— JnttiH w cb«ni— The 
t*ll fipirt agUH— Th« Huad bnakfuL 

K SDH of twenty-ibur francs fifty-five centimes is ddI 
an inexhaustible fund, and the party, wlio knew it well, 
did all their endeavours to procure work, but there was 
BO possibility of getting any. Hie eleventh day, in the 
morning, the kettle waa again empty. 

" Now," said Frederic, " we may hang our teeth up 
on a. hook. What do you think of it, Adile ?" 

1^ I do not know, I have a presentiment and wish 
to satisfy myself on ooe particular point; if I do not 
succeed I shall have the less to reproach myself with." 

" You will not succeed. When any one is in ill luck, 
all ezertioD is useless, he may drown himself in his own 

" Be that as it may, T ^all have a clear couscience." 
Ad^le went out and hastened to the house of the 
conunissaiy of Uenfaitaaee. At the light of the fatal 
bench on which she had lain in so wretched a situation, 
she trembled, hesitated, and almost retreated. It was 
not twelre of the clock, tbey could not refuse to intro- 
duce her. She summoned up her courage and stepped 
over the threshold. 

" Oh I where are you going ?" said the surly porter. 

'■ It is not the hour, — you must come again at eleven 

Adfele did not fait to appear when the clock struck 
the hour. 

" You may go up stairs." 

Sfae went up, and after awaiting the delays and sub- 
mitling to the impertinent curiosity of the antechamber 
she obtained the audience she solicited. 
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The conimissaiy received her. He was Mated in 
lounging attitude in an arm-cliair, with his e;es filed 
on ^e " Quolidienne*," an article in which made him 

" What do you wantf he inquired. 

Addle ataied her situation and that of her friends. 
The picture shs drew was distreasing, but he did Dot 
condescend to susoend the perusal of hia newspaper, 
and she had ceased speaking at least twenty minutes, 
when, throwing the journal down on a stnall side'table, 
lie hroke silence with this singular atide speech. 

" Welt, all things duly considered, I shall make up 
my mind to go to the Vari£t£s-)- this evening! Obi 
what you are Ihere, woman? You say that " 

" Sir, I come to implore " 

" Ye9, I see all about it. Have yon any &mily ?" 

" No, sir." 

" You are net sixty, I can see. Have you any infir 

" No, sir." 

" You are young and well; you have strong arms; 
what more would you haieT Do you think ' the bureau 
de charilf will support you in idleness!" 

" I am a workwoman, and ask only the means ol 
procuring employ." 

" Can we give you work?" 

" Ah! sir, if I couM procure any throngh your 
means ; I am in the lowest depths of distress.'' 

" If we succoured all those who come here like you, 
the bureau could not suffice for the multitudinous 
claims we have. Have you -any reoommeudatiODa ? 
Do you know any body V 

" No, sir." 

" Have your application backed, and then we ahaU 

*' But, sir, by whom shall I get it backed?" 
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" Have you not a cursUe ia j^our parish ? It is simple 
eno«^ : bring me a letter from him." 

" That vill take some lime U> do, and I am without 

" So much the worse for you. I canoot act other- 

" Td the mean time what will become of me ? I must 
turn thief, and rob some one." 

" As you like; hut justice is at hand. Well, you 
bare nouiing more to say to lae; — good day, good 

He then arose, and rang for his lerfaut, 

" What, do you iilll remain there? Did you not 

" Pardon me," stammered out Adfele, who, under 
tbe long folds of a dressing gown in which he was en- 
veloped, thought she recognised the tall figure wlioae 
onlers tite policemen had obeyed. At this moment a 
servant entered. 

" What do you please lo want, sir T' 

" Tell the cook to bring up my second breakfast, and 
make haste, for I am dying with hunger. Order the 
horses to be put in the carriage at thiee o'clock." 

" Will you go to the Exchange, sirl" 

*' Yes ; go, make haste." 

AdMe was mute and motionless. 

" If you look at me till this time to-moirow what 
benefit would it he to you? Will you compel me to 
tura you out by the shoulders T I tell you once more, 
see the clergyman of your parish," 

Adele could not make an; objection ; and, half in- 
dignant, half confounded, she said to the commisaary, 
taking her leave,—" 1 thank you, and shall follow your 



jo.CoDgIc 



MEMOIRS OF VIDUC9. 



CHAPTER LViri. 

[ >)Hiiild ba humus— Tbe p 



Adele went towards the residence of the dergymao j 
" If I am repulsed here," ahe thought, — " well, I will 
not be repulsed : if fate rages so deiperaie^ against 
me, it shall not be said tliat my faults are □f'^my own 
seeking. I will try all means of attaining success. But 
how (o accost the clergyman! I do not go to church ; he 
has never seen me, ana perhaps will reprimand me; but 
he will not eat me up alive ; he is a priest, priests ought 
to be humane, charitable; their religion tells them to 
be kind to every body. Then what do I ask 7 a letter ; it 
costs but very little to write a letter; I would rather 
die than supplicate that cruel wretch the commissary 
again. To die t it is very cruel at my age. Once I felt 
the necessity of ii, but never shall again. I wilt tell 
the clei^yman all my misfortunes, those of my friends, 
he shall know all, from Pater to Amen, (from beginning 
to end ;) and if he have the bowels of charity, if he be a 
Christian, he cannot help feeling compassion for our 
sufferings, and giving us the succour we so greatly 

Whilst cogitating all this over in her mind. Addle 
arrived at the clergyman's residence. The porter, oF 
whom she inquired if the pastor could be seen, pointed 
out to her a pavilion at the bottom of the court yard, 
" Enter that," said he, " and you will find M. I'Abbti 
there." 

Ad^e followed his directions, and after having 
knocked for some time, pushed the door, and saw before 
her a large room, where, on a sideboard shining with 
gold and silver, were spread out ah the delicacies and 
dainties of terrestrial paiadise. Women were bustling 
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about iu all directioDS. " That will do beller this way, 
ihis will do better ihat way. The Hppearaoce of the 
whole is charming, delightful I this tream is delicious 1 
What do you think of my dish of aweelmeals T' 

Alt the women were lo busied, that she eoteied 
without being perceived. 

" Now, pui those plates a Utile in order; you spoil 
the look ot the whole service. Mind, now; you very 
nearly broke my dish." 

Then came the question,*' What do you want hereT 
addressed to Ad61e by a sister of VUilation. 

" What does that woman wantT" was asked in the 
same breath by a nun of Saerf Conir. 

"Does Madame want anything?" inquired a ca- 
noness, who seemed lo preside over these pteparalioDS: 
" Demoiselle Marie, jusi see what the person wants." 

Demoiselle Marie approached AdSle, " What is your 
wish, Madame?" 

" I wish to have the honour of speaking lo M. the 

■' If you have anything very particular to say to him, 
ymi can communicate it (o me ; it is just the same as 
speaking lo himself ; I will tell him faithfully all you 
have 10 say ; is it a public or private matter that you 
wish to see him upon?" 

" Lwish to speak with him in private." 

" In private, my dear I oh, we don't speak lo the 
vicar in that way." 

" Ask him in writing to give you an audience, and 
if he thinks proper he will reply lo you, and Sx a lim« 
when he can conveniently see you." 

'■ lie will reply to rae to-morrow, perhaps, and then 
it will be too late." 

" If you are so much in haste, it seems to me that 
you mieht just as well slate to me what brought you 
hither.*' 

" I can only tell it to the vicar." 

" Ah, that is different, I have no wish to know it 
ft I have asked you any questions, it itbs for your ow* 
l3 
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pra; keep them, keep them bj all means, I ant too 
good to occupy mj^f with you in this nay." 

"Since Demoitelle Marie is the supeiiutendant of 
this gala," said a sister aide-de-camp, who, with fiae 
herbs and ancboTies, amused herself in drawing oa the 

Elate the instruments of the passion, " why joike with 
era mystery of your proceeaings T 

" We all have our reasons, sister." 

" Heaven protect us from seeking to penetrate yours, 
my dear child, it is not curiosity that induces us ; we 
curious, indeed, oh [ Jesus, no, that is not our (ailing : 
but I like better that people should clearly and pro- 
perly explain themselves." 

" But pray cease to solicit the lady,'' cried the ca- 
noness ironically, '* she is not compelled lo tell yoti 
eveiy thing. 

"Oh, I know whatit is," replied the Demoiselle Marie, 
" she is some mumper ; they literally swarm here, no- 
thing hut be^ars to be seen; we might say that we have 
nothing to do but to stoop and pidi ihem up, — alms, 
alms, tney are not so very abundant, we have never been 
more pestered, and welutve our own poor, and — " 

" Do not put yourself so much out of the way to no 
purpose ; you do not know what I want, and it was not 
lo you that I addressed myself.'' 

" Do you mark the insolent creature?" 

" Proud heait and humble fiirtune," observed tho 
canonesa, " they are all alike." 

" People ought to be humble when they are BOt 
rich," remarked the sister of Visitation. 

" Nobody is more charitable than I am." said the 
sister of ^r£ Cmuri " but I like to see people 
humble. Ah I humility is a fine virtue. If Ibis lady 
had lotd us what she wanted, we might perhaps have 
had pleasure in lending her our assistance. 

At this moment, the staff-major of this troop of gou- 
vernantes, semuits, nuns, canonesses, and devotees of 
all ages and all coloura, surrounded the niuniper. 
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" Teli ut I inlnul to us ; eotijtde in ut," tbey cried 
and a thousand other interMllalioDS, raoL'e or less itih 
peralive, nere simultaneously uttered, 

" Whilst you surround me like a parcel of bailiffs," 
cried Ad^le, who did not kaon amidst the multitude 
whom to answer, " 1 have nothing to tell you." 

Whilst she was thus enduring the pitiless pelting of 
the storm of inquiiles, the atmosphere was suddenly 
filled with the most delicious perfumes. Oh, what 
agreeable odourt it is exhaled from a delicate cam* 
brie handkerchief used by a yoimg abb£, fresh and gay, 
who came with a candlestick Jn his hand, wiping his 
forehead. 

" Pancrace, mind where you put your feet," said thii 
majcr-domo to a fat fellow whose arms and loins were 
both wearied with the weight of forty bottles miracu- 
lously packed in a hamper. 

" Take care," added the abb«, " there is a step. 
There, mind. Ah I now our chambertin is all right; 
but not without trouble, was it brothec 1 T« Deum laa- 



lar?" 

" Yes; the comet cellar." • 

" ITiafs perfectly right" 

" Do you know that it diminishes from being drunk ? 
Ah ! if it pleased the Lord to send us another star." 

He diew himself up suddenly, as if surprised at the 
sight of a strange face ; and, looking at Adele, said — 

" I do not know this lady V 

" She wants the vicar.*' 

"The vicar. Oht he has other fi^ to fry,— (Ki 
Adik.) — You could not, madam, hare selected your 
time more unpropitiously. The vicar will not be at 
liberty all day. We have coming to dinner, MM. de 
la Fabrique and the Fathers of the Mission ; and you 
know that, at festiyal times, (leith on amiable t^r,) we 
know when they begin, but cannot tell when Ihey will 
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tenninatb Beiidas, what do yon iraot vilb (he «icu! 

Are you one of his »heep?" 

'■Idonotknow,air> 

■' And who knowi,if you do nott DiaDtte, djantre ? 
Yn, yes, (lU 4Umm«red.') Ah 1 1 lee, I see : it is only 
with him that you have busineu; so I should not 
have the leisure to hear you. I hare plenty of work 
before me. I adTise you not to go out again where 
you entered : the vicar wiLI be much fatigued, and glad 
to throw himseir on his bed for a moment: then he 

will sit donn to table . No: upon considecatiMi, 

write to him." 

" That is what we have already adrised madame to 
do," observed Mademoiselle Marie, 

« Well, then," replied the abb*, " there is another 
way ■' 

•' Pray, M, I'Abb*," cried the gouTemante, " meddle 
with your own concerns. Your wayl do you think I 
could not hare told her as well as you, if I bad thought 
proper to do so? But yon koow how displeased the 
vicar is, wheo any one goes to him in the vestry." 

" The vestry 1" murmured Adfele, in a low voice ; to 
whom the word was as a new light: and instantly 
making a courtesy, which was not returned, she went 
ont and ran towards the church. 
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Shb loon reached the cloisters of the sanctuary, and 
was tooking about for the Tcstry. 

" BehiDd the choir to the left, you will see the in- 
scription in gold letters," said one of the givers of holf 

" It is here, then," she 

" Well, what do you wantT where are you going so 
fastr' cried a man in a large black gown, whom the 
skull-cap on his head deooted to be one of the servitors 
of the temple: " is it a baptism, a marriage, a burial, 
masses, the hoN viaticum ! This is the sacrament 
bell.- 

" M. the Vicar." 

" From whom V 

" The Demoiselle Marie," 

" The Demoiselle Marie, Then welcome, my dear 
madame. You will see the vicar; but at this moment 
he is still in pontificalibut, and you must wait until he 
be uorobed. Pray be seated there on the seat near (he 
window ; do you see, you had better waich for his leav- 
ing the robing-room, and then you can say what you 
wish. Ah I the vicar is a most worthy man." 

" You instil life wto me.'' 

" Generous and compassionate, how happy are thosa 
who live around him I The parish oweshim much. In the 
first place, he has had the tabernacle and choir-window 
Kgill. Twenty thousand francs have been expended 
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for that; than we are mofe liberal!]' paid than by hb 
predecessor, God have ineicy on his soul. He ainajs 
used to have a crowd of paupers at his heels, oi idlers, 
worthless creatures; and for their sakes he cut dowu 
our leiDuneratioD.' He nould have brought us to a 
straw apiece ; but then, to be sure, be denied himself 
every thing, and one should not be one's own execu- 
tioner; the humblest stoDemason lived better than he 
did. If he had dared, I think that, for their pleasure, 
he would willingly have gone quite naked, or nearly 
so; well-ordered charity begins with self, and those 
nearest to tia. Besides, the head of the parish should 
represent it, but he looks like a miser; a threadbare 
coal, an old hat, and a suiplice full of darns. One 
might have put a lionf in his hand, and would not 
have given one for his whole suit. He was strict with 
us, as if the first poor wer« not in the chuTch ; in fact, 
be was a Jansenist; there was some talk of elevating 
him to a bishopric : I should pity the diocese he might 
have presided over. 

"An inflammalion of the chest, caught going out 
one night in the winter, to carry the extreme unction 
to a poor sick person, sent him ad patrex (to his fa- 
thers). Well, he has not been regretted ; now, all goes 
on wdl, and cannot fail to go on better and better. 
When we have a tabernacle of gold, and I do not de- 
spair of it, as we have already a sun, all the world will 
know it, — I as well as others. It is only that horrible 
chamber that disturbs us, or else I promise you we 
should soon be above our present situation." 
" What ! have jou too much revenue t" 
" Ho, no ; it is not that. I understand — by the help 
of God and the congregation, we shall contrive to get 
rid of that. But you are a woman, and these matter!) 
are above your understanding. Since you came from 
the parsonage, you must know that they are preparing^a 
splendid feast. These gentlemen have met, and not 
for rotlilng, I am sure: they are going to deliberate, li> 
come lo a decision. There is something to be done and 
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managed, I know— May the Hoi; Spint lend them his 
lights ; Ihey do not want them, I know, but they wilt 
do DO hann. 

" Ah I whilst we are talking, here is the lictr ; if I 
had not watched, he would have passed. Make haale, 
make haste; that is he with the rosy lace and large 
stoTnach, How plumpl I have not misrepreseuled him, ; 
at all cTenta, &o he is going to the entry oMce ; he Is [ 
going to put his seal to die register of the civil state ; : 
5iat IS another robbery tbey are committiag on us. Do 
not disturb him, but as soon as he is done there will ba . 
no hann in accosting him. You will see bow afhble ' 
he is when any one pleases him." 

" Oh, that I may please him 1" sighed Adile, quitting 
the sacristan ; and, that she might be in readiness to 
accost the vicar -whea he laid aside his pen, she sta- 
tioned herself behind the chair in which he was sealed. 
After having looked over » few pages, the pastor turned 
round, and casting on Ad^e one of those looks in which 
the feeling of self-importance was scarcely concealed ' 
beneath an assumed benevolence ; 

" You have something to say to me?" he asked, in 
that mild tone which was acquired in the days of hii 
apprenticeship. 

" Yes, reverend sit." 

'■ What is ir aboutr 

" You see before you a wrelched female, who knows 
not where to lay her head ; but what most distresses me 
is, that I am not alone in my misery — there are four of 
us. Yes, sir, four, three females and a man — all un- 
fortunate together, with not a morsel of food to place 
between our lips, not the smallest particle .of furniture or 
clothing to sell and puTchaae a meal's victuals. Could 
you but enter the nole in which we live, you would 
shudder. But even now you can judge for yourself, 
you have evidence before your eyes; it freezes enough 
to pierce a stone, and, cold as it is, I have only this 
cotton garment, and that tattered and torn, and you 
see I have only my flesb and blood to walk on." 
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Yas, uofbrtuD3tely, I see it; but how can I helfr 
itT Tlie apostles walked barefoot." 

" Id the name of God, sir, do not abandon me; ii 
jou refuse us aid we must perish." 

" Here ia another ; tbay thtDk we roll in ridies ; bj 
the way they open their batteries, ereiy one wouU 
suppose we ue made of money. We ate besieged, 
overwhelmed, stunned ; we ought to have the income 
of LaRtte, and that woiiid not suffice. There is the 
CotniU de bienfauanee, why don't you appl; there T' 

" Ah, sir, the tomUf, when I am perishing of 
hunger." 

" That's alt fudge, nobody dies of hunger in Paris V 

" Just heaven I thete is then a condition mora 
wretched than misery I a misery of which I had not 
thonghl." . 

" I do not doubt what you tell me of yonr situation, 
but no one will believe impOKsibilities ; besides, what 
ore your claims to the bounties of the faithful? I am 
the dispenser of them, it is true, but I must render an 
account of the alms I bestow. Who sent you to me t 
do ynu take the sacraments — who is your director)" 

AJ^Ie hid her face, and was silent. 

" You are silent, you do not speak ; I see how it is, 
you are an impious creature, an atheist, a heretic, an 
unbeliever!" 

She attempted to speak, but the heaving sobs of her 
bosom prevented her. 

" What answer can )'ou make, damned soul ? It is 
not for you that the manna will fall from heaven." 

Adfele prostrated herself at his feet, and embraced hi 
knees, saying, * 

" Sir, Mher, I am a great sinner — I deserve all your 
reproaches — I have forgotten all religious duties — yes, 
I am culpable." 

" Rise, you are devoted to Satan — I say so." 

" Oh, forgive me, I will do all that you order ; I will 
submit to any penance you may please to inflict." 

" It is time : you ask to be reconciled with the Lord, 
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because you hare need of him. The I^rd casUyou off 
because you are accuned." 

" I will pray and appease him." 

" Yes, pray lo him, offer up to bim your afBiclions, 
eipiate by perpetual repentance Ihe iodiffeience in 
which you ha»e lived; but as long as you are unirorthy 
I can hope for nothing.'' 

" Oh, misery, misery." 

" You are tall, strong, well-made, why don't you 

" Work 1 I am avoided, shunned, driTen out every- 
where. Oh ! you are right to say so t we are cursed ; 
the curse clings lo us, follows us everywhere. Why 
cannot I begin my life again 1 Coquetry should not 
tempt me again. When we are young, why can we 
not foresee what results from it I Belter would it have 
been tot me to break my neck than lo have listened to 
ihe sorcery which templed me from my paternal home I 
She tempted me with finery, the seducer 1 and 1 thought 
she meant roe welt! she is the cause of all: she han 
involved me in this abyss; bul for her I never should 
have known the police -men — never." 

She covered her eyes with her bands and continued : 

" My father and mother died of grief, and I their 
daughter — shall I confess it? — instead of reforming, 
have put the copestone on my ingratitude and mis- 
conduct I Oh I I have been cruelly punished for it, and 
am still, although I have passed sixteen years of my life 
at Saint Lazare ! Yes, sir, sixteen years !" 

" What, have you undergone a sentence of justice? 
begone from me, infamous creature I you borrorize me !" 

" You drive me from you, you treat me like Ihe 
roosl degraded of the human race: is it not then true 
that Ihe Saviour took Mary Magdalene to his pity? is 
it not true that he pardoned the adulterous woman? 
Has there been no Vincent de Paule? The almoner of 
the prison, when he said that the mercy of God is in- 
exhaustible; — no, lie did not deceive us: he did not 
put forth a lie from thai mouth so pure, and whence 
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ismied only the words of consolation 1 Great ind bolj 
Vincent de Paule, you of whom he so ofleo spoke to 
us; you who, to convert evil-doers, attached youndf 
to Iheit chain ; you, whose virtues he imitated, ialet- 
cede forme. Are you not still on this earth! Yoa 
would be touched hj my tears, you would not repulse 
meT' 

" Saint Vincent would do as he thought best ; I do 
as I can, and can do nothing. I repeat to you, I can do 
nothing; it is very sad for you, but you understand me, 
therefore importune me no further." 

Adile arose. 

*■ Hear me, sir, I conjure you. 

" It is useless." 

'' One word, only one single word,' 

" This woman is insupportable ! Well, what is this 
word ? Do not keep me in suspense; you see I am 



band an amiable and courtJer-Uke wave of recogoitioi 
and salute. 

" One moment, my dear churchwarden, the business 
is settled, and I follow you.'' 

A6i\e was aeain struck with the appearance of the 
tall figure, for the churchwarden was also the commis- 
Bai7 of bienfauanee. Her tongue cleaved to the loof 
of her mouth. The vicar desired her to speak. 

" Is it for to-day?" 

" I am without bread t" in the midst of 3r>bs and 
tears was all she could utter. 

" Stilt the same song ! You have told me so already. 
Mow, if you would have me take any interest in you, 
begin by making your peace with heaven. — Endeavour 
to obtain remission of your sins — make a general con- 

■""'"' "--' ■•- -"- -^stimony ofyour having 

icity — then give some 
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powerful Hud coaiiDcing proofs of your repentanc^^ 
weep over your errors — detest your Crimea — rroan, 
groan aod purify yourself — lay aaide the blots of your 
eril deeds — accuse yourself <n all the crimes you have 
been guilty of." 

" Pray, m, do you count as nothing the confession, 
in some sort public, that she lias just madeT' inter- 
nipied one of the spectators of this scene, who, ap- 
pioaduDg Ad^Ie, slipped into her hand a piece of 
money. " O God t' he cried, 

Ijatdatt offn* etperanta vot ch' fntnile ! ,' / 

" Is it, can it be at the gate of his temples that we 
should read this motto of hell T' 

The vicar darted a glance (which he would fain have 
had a thunderbolt) at the sneaker, then turning to one 
of the persons near him, said :— 

"Did you hear what he mumbled in Latin? No 
doubt some impertinent allusion taken from the Holy 
Scriptures.'' 

" I beg your pardon ; it is a verse of Dante's, mean- 
ing— Yoa tcho enter hert, leave all hope behind." 

" It is an insult ; it is most audacious to come to the 
very holy of holies, to censure our actions. Who is 
this polite gentleman?" 

In reply to this question, the beadle, who bad been 
admitted third man in the colloquy, presented a slip of 
paper — the vicar read — " a player." 

"Ah t that does not astonish me ; an actor t a mounte- 
bank ! a . We cannot refuse baptism to his child ; 

but as for hint, I shall have my revenge, 1 eipect, at his 

Whilst fulminating thisexcommunioatiou, in an under 

' poor player ' to be in- 
ice of his life cliDga to 
I of course poltule the 
ixpirea covered with Iha 
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tone, the vicar look flie arm of the cburch warden, tb^ 
both disaf^ared, and the same carriage carried them 
and their anathemas away. 

Adfelo, slupihed at all she had Ken and heard, re- 
mained molionlesa. 

" Ck>me, take heart," said ihe comedian to her, " dry 
up jour tears ; there are good priests and good souls ; 
you will find them, and Providence, moreover, is very 
good. You have to-day therewith to get a dinner." 

" Ah I sir, but for you " 

" Don't mention that— go and get something to eat, 
that is the Rrst thing; go— (then aside, and teaUung 
au>iiy;uiriU|F) — Abominable prejudice! poor woman I 
I regret almost not having taken her for a god-molher." 

The friendi of Ad£le longed for ber return, and she 
entered, throwing down a tweaiy-franc piece, "Here 



"An actor?" 

" I will tell yoo all about it : in the mean while go 
for something to eat. Oh I my friends, the commii- 
sary of bieolaisance, the vicar, the devotees, what a 
set! what heartsi It is useless talking about them. 
We must be thnfty, however, and lire close, for Ihe 
vicar is not the man to give us any more when this is 
gone and spenl. We will first go and take a snap at 
an eating-house, to prevent death from vralking ofi'witb 
any of us : a sheep'a head and some vegetable soup; 
that's the bill of fare, do you see? and after that we 
will relura," 

This repast, so modest and moderate, was soon ter- 
minated; they then'went lo the market-place, where 
they bought two sacks of potatoes and some other vege- 
tables ; fifteen francs were thus expended ; thus, as tai 
as appetite was cooceined, they had provision for nearly 
a month. 
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CHAPTER LX. 



ioph«— Tb« laol«T»— Th< eksMl— W« owe trutli lo a,c dud 
c Jireclorof the qaadrillM— TIib pUin of Virlu«t— Th« drum 
-AtradmuiMangH— Abrawl— ITieeiBMunonimil— Oedl it 
-la itsvisiaii?— Tke TUllKi of u impious imton-Tb* 



ThB poU^iiia ull dgun jipp«an ft^ain— Haired of tbe worLd. 

TuE month' glided artaj but too rapidly; it expired 
before the [ermiDation of the dead aeaaon. The parly, 
alter having in vain tramped up and down soiiciling 
employ, saw themselves again threatened by famine, 
ll was the end of Marcli. 

" Thirty-one, and now a day wilhoul bread, distress 
in the land," such were the first words which the lock- 
smith uttered on awaking. 

"Oh, fate, that deprired me of my father 1" cried 
Susanne. 

■'Tis but too tiue, empty cupboard and empty sto- 
machs," aighed her sister. ^ 

"Yea," returned Frederic, "we have relumed to 
the point from which we started yesterday month, day 
for day. If MameieUe Adfele could but meet i^in 
some one of the invinciblea of the eighteenth, who are 
such Kood fellows, or only that worthy aclort" 

" Oh, I cannot anticipate any such luck as thai; I 
shall rather stumble over some stone, and break my 

" But yet ii is you, Mam'selle, who have always had 
the best luck, and extricated us from onr embarrass' 
ments. I am sure that if you would reflect a little on 
Ute best way of going to work, you would not return 
empty-hand ed." 

" Days follow each other, but bear no similarity, anf 
I have no idea which nay or how to betake myself." 
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" Whj throw the handle a«aj after the blade? Yon 
have been seoBonabl)' inspired, and why mty Dot that 

" What would jou haie me do 7" 

" The officer and the soldiers who saved our lives, 
the worlhj plajer who was so generous — the; are not 
dead." 

" Yes, but where can I go to seek them ? The sol- 
diei9, perhaps, I might find; but as for the comedian, 
I do not know hia name, and to go in seardi of him 
would be seeking for a needle in a bottle of bay." 

" Yoii know bis parish V 

" I do, lay frlenos, certainly ; you are right. I must 
find them out, there is no other hope or resource for 
me; I must find them, and they will not allow us to 

« Well, I like that." 

Ad^le was not long in preparing herself; she ran, 
quite out of breath, to the barracks, and then learnt that 
the regiment had been ordered away the previous even- 
ing. This information fell on her like a thunderbolt, 
for then her sole remaining hope was in discovering the 
abode of the comedian, her last beuelactor. Sombre, 
pensive, and agitated-hy divers presentiments, she cal- 
culated the fatal and inevitable consequences of a new 
disappointment. A noise, of which she did not know 
the cause, was the first thing that aroused her from her 
reverie. A long train of mouminp coaches were ad- 
vancing slowly, at the head of which, drawn by four 
horses, covered with plumes and decorated housings, 
was the funeral ca/, completely covered with trophies. 
Twenty-four carriages followed closely after. 

It could be only for some grandee that all these 

Sompous decorations and imposing show could be pro- 
uced. Addle remembered that, on these occasions, the 
vanity of the relatives of the deceased purchased by 
alma the regrets of the poor, whom the dead never 
knew wh™ living. "There will be rooumets," she 
said to he lel^ " I will be of the number, and they will 
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In thia penuBsion ihe preceded the car, and soou 
perceived, on Ibe front of a large house those lugubri- 
ous suits of hangings, &c., the prorusion of which be- 
token the opulence of the owner who has just left them. 
Not far ofiF was a groupe of ill-dressed persons, both 
men and women, who paraded the sireet, some bealiog 
with their feet, others striking theit breasts vehemenlly 
with iheii h»nds ; others again, to warm themselves in 
another way, were swallowing down, at the nearest 
public-house, that glass of eoniolalion, according to the 
usual custom under these circumstances made aod 
provided. 

Ad^le's was a new &ce to them ; she had not yet 
opened her mouth, yet not one of them was mistaken as 
to her intentions ; she gave them umbrage, and without 
having in any way conspired against her previously, 
they all united to drive her away. 

" Do not hurry yourself so much," cried one of the 
mendicants, " we are complete in number."' 

" Where is this 'ere voman a coming lo t" said a half 
drunken creature of the female sex, attempting to block 
faer progress. 
' Then cameaGsh-wife of the true Billingsgate cut. 

" I say my young 'un, be oGTwith your hungnr phiz; 
the three livres, the grub, and the lush, are not for you, 
my lady, they will go out of your reach ; if you wants 
to come IQ time you should get up sooner in the morn- 
ing. Oh, my tidy »un, you vants a yard o' crape, I 
suppose, lo make you look as you should ; give her vat 
she vants, of course! Bah ! is she down in the list to 
have the black clothes and things ?" 

" Oh, yes," said another; "Madame wants to be 
very fine; she don't care much for the frippery, but she 
wants the blunt." 

In spite of these apostrophes, Ad^le went on hei 
way, and passing the porter's lodge without being per- 
ceived, directed her steps to a sort of open peristyle, 
under which was a troop of lackeys, some talking in a 
lOud voice, others claying at cards, whilst at some 
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pacei distaDce, under the leslibule, tranaformed ioto a 
temporary diapel, two priests were at vigils near tbe 
coffin, recitiriR the litanies of the dead. 

"Well, it 19 a club r 

" Who marks V 

'• You." 

" I collect and deal the cards." , 

'■ Give them to me to shufBe." 

" I demand four." 

" Are jou content f 

" I demand again." 

" My lajs, we must drink to-daj; they drink well, 
Ibey have drank well that ." 

" Chut, chut," 

" Do they hear us r 

" Don't you see that one of them is asleep ? Uow he 

" He it playing the serpent a little, whilst the other 
■ays his prayers," 
" It is the accompaniment r' 



" And I those of the larder."" 

" Oh I we'll go, and have a feast then, there's 
no reason why we should not. What say you. Chat- 
tairt' 

" Mel I am like the coachman, only make me the 
least sign, and, by Jove, if we do not lake care of our- 
selves, there is nobody to lake care of us ; and Ihen, 
you know, we don't bury a duke every day in the 
week. He plagued and woriied himself enough when 
living, and we should rejoice and comfort outselves a 
little ader his death," 

The Miserere mei Detu was heard. 

" Is that a pipe bursting ? I say, ray boys, the olhet 
iswakine: listen, he has got somelliing in his throat, 
he would lalhei have a bottle of Burgundy." 
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" Good heavens, mhM a horrid smell I Don't you Sod 
it so ? Uas an; gentlemaa in company got a SDuff-boi V 
" Here, I have one," 
"Will you make use of it T" 
" He is already is astate of putrefaction." 
" That is no wonder; for he led such an irregular, 
disii^ted life." 

" Tbey say he died of having taken cantharides." 
" Vy, he's dead enough, no doubt on'l. These here 
rich fellows thinks they may just do as they likes. They 
even has tittle things o' girls brought to 'em not ten 
vears old — little babies ^most. Vj, it makes ton's 
hair stand on end to think o' sich things.'' 

" Ah I he seduced many a one who, but for him, 
would never have been any thing but virtuous. What 
a shame I quite a disgrace. These sort of men are the 
pest of society." 

" They are to vicious, these debauched great men, 
that when all means of satisfying tbeic desires hare left 
them, they are still devoted to their passious. I>OD't 
you remember when you drove him to his house at 
Mont Rouge, that he left you on the road with your 
carriage? It makes one shudder to think of the horrors 

they did with father what's bis name ? The 

name is no consequence; but if I had any thing to do 
in the government, I would bum alive such monsters 
as these. They deserve any death." 

" Yes ; but that did not hinder him from taking the 
sacrament (monger k bott Diev) every Sunday, and 
carryiug a wax-bght in the procession." 

" If that takes him tu heaven: but when will they 
come for the body ? I think they ate very slow about 
it. , Chasseur, go and see if ibey are on the road. 
Quick, quick, here are the mutes." 

At this signal, the bevy of valels dispersed. Fare 
thee well, Momieur le Cotale. Adieu, Motuieur le 
MarguU, Good day, duke : tee ihall meet again bff 
and bji, my dear ambaaadoT. Chevalier, in the after' 
noon lei me see you again. 
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Snch were the patiing salutes and the speeches, ac- 
companied by shakings of hands and maoy flourishing 
compliments, of these gentlemen's gentlemen on part- 
ing with each other. 

Adi^le, who, on pushing open the door, had entered 
without being observed by these gentry, had not even 
dared to breathe hard, lest she should draw down upon 
herself some rebaff Ibr her untimely and impertinent 
interruption. Ccucealed by a comer of the pall, the 
jest and joke and play of these liveried puppies having 
ceased, she appeared suddenly amongst tltem like an 
apparition. 

" Where did she come from ? Did she fall from the 

" Mind, mind, what do yon want here 1" 
Each looked at her as if something marvellous had 
happened. Many spoke to her as they passed by, but 
no one awaited to hear her reply to the question they 
put to her. To see the piecipilation with which they 
raised the siege, it might hare been supposed that a 

Eulk of Cossacks had been surprised in their bivouac 
y a French avant-guard. They were flitting about 
like shadows, appearing and disappearing. 

Adfle went from one to the other, and said, in the 
most supplicating tone,— 

" I have not time," said the passer by ; who pushed 
her rudely to convince himself that she had a real 



" I don't belong to the house." 
" MoHsjeur le Chasseur, to whom do the poor apply ?'' 
"Thepoorl I doli'tknow, Askthatlad." {Tie 
lad aat a jockey 6oy.) 

" My little fellow, who has charge of the distribu- 

*' Monsieur Euler, this woman asks who has charge 
of the distribution T' 

Monsieur Euler was the Swisi. 
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" Oh I there is not much trouble ia finding that oat. 
Follow that gentlemaii with a plume in his hat on the 
steps there, with white shoes and a black cloak." 

" The gentleman with the ruff and the sword ?" 

"Yea; the masterof the ceremoaies.*' 

" Yes ; the director of the quadrille figures," said a 
negro, striking the porter on the shoulder. 

" Hold your tongue, you saucy fellow — you ebony- 
foced gentleman. Ah ! the quadrilles are pretty things. 
Go, woman ; you can't make any mistake : that man 
who is now moviDg away — who looki very grand, as 
grand as the pope's almoner." 

" I am much obliged to you, gentlemen.'' 
. AdSle approached the arranger of funeral ceremouiw, 
Mad (old him, in two words, the object other request. 

" Your name!" said be, drawing a list from bi# 

" Adfele d'EscMS." 

" You are not down here in my list : are you onl^ 
amongn the petitioners? Have you been to the admi- 
nistration !" 

" No; but lam as poor as it is possible to be.'' 

** That I can't help. Are you entered ? Do you be- 
long to the establishment?' 

« No, sir." 

" Well, then, what can yon expect? The adminis- 
tration supplies the poor, supplies the cloth, supplies 
the torches, the administration supplies erety thing." 

" I see it but too well, there is nothing here for me," 
sighed Adile; and she was about to retire, but the 
crowd blocked up the passages, and, without power to 
advance or recede, she was fixed in the centre of a 
groupe,the divers parties composing which pronounced 
these singular panegyrics : — 

" Well, at last, thank God, they are going to bury 
this " 

" He deserves no more honour than a dog." 

" Tbey say he has left ten thousand francs to the 
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*■ Oh 1 much use the; will be when tbey pass thiough 
so many hands." 

" They call it a gift, but it'i oaly a Testitution: he 
will never give them as much as he has tobbed Ihein 
of." 

" Did he nerer rob them in his life-time? Did he 
never drive them to beggaiy? a hard-hearted bnite : he 
(Toald oot care if you had dropped dead at his feet. 
If all the persons he has made unhappy were present, 
ihey would reach from hence lo Pontoise I" 

" He was a per^t vreather-cock ; ~ 

" It is such chamelions that borrow colours : who 
nerre God and devil, and betray them both." 

" They say he refused a confessor, and yet he waa a 
hypocrite." 

" A hypocrite I oh 1 that answered his purpose ; but 
he felt his end approachiil^, and as there was nothing 
to be gained by feigning any longer, he threw off the 
mask. I hope that he made amends Gir his falseoaths." 

" Suppose he had lecoyered, would they have made 

" I win answer for that : but now they will pronounce 
over his tomb an eulogislicdiscourseof the most brilliant 
kind." 

" All lies ; and I will wager that they will talk about 
his faith," 

" And on the inscription we shall have it io large 
letters I The marble is like paper, and bears every 
thing." 

" Pire la CAaua* is the plain of virtues," 

"The plain of virtues! yes, to those whose pyramids 
point to heaven. But we poor devils 1 they carry ns 
to the common ditch ; a lump of earth, and all is said ; 
neither seen nor known, we leave no trace behiod us," 

* PSre la Chain ia acelebraled cemetery in the iminediila 
vicioiiy of Psria, where miny celebrated persons have been 
interred, and whence many aiWm-wrilErs have collected epi- 
laphi. — TniNiL. 
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" But we leare regreM, and ihal is baiter and be- 
sides, we have neier injured any person." 

" That I agree to : but yet, it amy be a weakness, 
but I don't like to be thVown in the great hole.** 

" Why, what consequence is it when once I have 
ceased to be? They may do with me as they will, fling 
me in any place, cast me in the first hole." 

" I am of this gentleman's opinion, and, don't mind 
what's done to me a wiok of the eye. To be sure this 
duke will have a moDument; but it wilt be of frail 
material at best, and even if it were a diamond, what 

" Listen, the drum beats." 
" What! will there be any soldiers?" 
" See I they are the veterans." 
" The same thai shot the mardchal 1" 
" The Moskwa I the brave det braves !" 
" Yes, Ney. They did not, ho wcrer, sentence him," 
" r know it -. they all wept like children." 
" How droll they charge arms." 
" Don't you see that it is lo pay honours V' 
There was a dull roll, which announced the moment 
for the procession to move. 

" Come, poor, toyoui stations," said the master of 
the ceremonies. 

Tlie march began, and the crowd of assistants mixed 
in the procession. 

Adfele, with a bursting heart, went away from the 
crowd of mendicants, whose satisfaction at seeing a 
liral defeated testified itself by a satanic burst of laugh- 
ter. Forgetful of the duty prescribed to them, these 
privileged wretches of the funeral magnificence trampled 
and made a great noise with their feet : (hey all agitated 
themselres with most horrible contortions, shaking their 
torches, which they soon contrived to extinguisli that they 
might get the greater profit from them. Their joy was 
atrocious, it was like that which the devils in hell feel 
U the torments of a condemned reprobate and sinner. 
Adfele, whom they abused, redoubld her pace, without 
daring to cast a look behind her. 
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" She haa had her allowance," roared out one of the 
furies who had saluted her when she came. 

" Tlial's plain enough,'' said another, " but she 
wouldn't believe us." 

" But she has got served oul for il,'' observed a third, 

" Whal, here you are," shouted out another fury, 
" little Mother Spider, with your throat dry, and your 
eyes shut.'' 

At this direct attack, Ad^le, who till then had pft- 
lieutly endured the gross railleries of these nomen, 
turned round with a sort of dignity. 

" Ob, that's mighty grand, my princess," cried out 
several voices. 

" Take care of yourself," cried the men. 

Pushed aboilt, she attempted to expostulate, but an 
old man approaching her, said, " You are only getting 
yourself into fresh difficulties with such blackguards as 
ihesej the best way is to treat them with silent contempt. 
Do you not see that they are but feigned paupers ?' 

" Yes," said a passer by, *' but they ace real mi*- 

" And, moreover, downright drunhards," added ooe 
of the soldiers, " vie know that well enough.'' 

At the height of adversity there is not light so feeble 
that does not shine like a lighthouse of safety. Addl« 
still clung<lo the illusion, that she should discover the 
player who had already extended to her the hand of 
succour. This hope transported her; she went again 
lo the church; she walked through the churchyard, 
hoping to find some person who could tell her the hou9« 
of her benefactor. 

" Don't make any disturbance." 

" What do you mean T" 

" He shall enter." 

" He shall not enter." 

" Blows wiih a halbert! that's too much." 

" Down with the gendarmes, down with them." 

" Hold your tongue, unless you would ha«e your 
brains knocked out" 
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B ^ame, B di9g;race." 



" Is not an aclor as good » maD as another." 

*' Because they are excommanicated, they cannot be 
interred in holy ground." 

" Hold your longue, you eicommunicatiata f 

" They only had to refuse the consecmied bread 
when be offered it" 

" And (hen, when he had his child baptized, they did 
not take his money, perhaps I" 

"God I it is he!" 

Anguish produced this eictamation from Ad^le. 
Staggerinf, bewildered, she alleinpted to go some steps 
foraaid ; the Tociferations ceased, the tumult was ap- 
peased, swords leap from their scabbards, the horsemen 
iDOUnled, and, under the escort of a troop, the hearse 
mas taken anay. 

With HQ eye dry and dim, Adfele gaied at it as it de- 
parted. She could not shed a tear. It was all a desert 
around her, all had fled, all was dissipated. The circle 
grevr larger, the buildings themselves, moving on tlieir 
bases, seemed to reach the confines of the ImmeDse 



horrible nightmare; the earth turned with ber, and 
she moved in ii — was it a Tision of death she saw? 
The toll of the bell was heard— it was the knell, the 
dreadful knell — the vision ceased — that which had fled 
returned. The doors turned on their massive hinges, 
and were thrown wide open. In the long perspective 
of unusual mourning were displayed the vaaitiea of the 
atheist; the temple was converted into a sepulchre, 
the mortuary veil extends on all sides the galleries, the 
confessionals, the consecrated elements, the worship of 
the divine Lord of all, his pulpit of truth, his altar, bis 
altars, his saints — the curtain of pride coTers all. On 
a black trestle armorial bearings, escutdieons, cyphers, 
devices, and ornaments of silver, were seen vacillating, 
as do the stars of the enpansire heavens in a night of 
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daricDMs. The coffin slopped — the cross was elevated, 
and then appeared all the clergy of the parish, priests, 
deacons, sub-deacons, having al their head Ihe vicar 
and his curstes. The corpse was laid down, the cho- 
nstersand chanters be^an the lamentations of J>fe« inc. 
Three friends of the deceased pressed tomard to lake 
the ends of the pall ; a fourth advances — they salute 
him with deference — they give way to him ; Uiis per- 
son, before whom all bow with so much respect, ia — • 
the tall figure again ! Adble rect^nised him, and said, 
" It is too much ! everywhere I meet him, and every- 
where honour is paid him- This world is all deception 
—a lie — an injustice! I abhor the world — I detest it 
—1 execrate it! — ■' ■■■ " 
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CHAPTER LXI. 

rinsed dooT-^PnciHilwD— Th> chcdnf-diih— Uitulinitr— Uind Iha 
patioa—An " nffiur"— The life of the Lo!]'. 

The sentiment of hatred vfaich Adite rowed against 
the nhole human race could not reach a higher state 
of conceDlration ; one degree laore, and it would hare 
amounted to frenzy. Exasperated and almost furious, 
■he ran along the streets, the squares, and thorough- 
fares ; she walked on without aim, object, or intent; 
and befoTe she had anif thoughts of returning thither 
found herselfin her ovtri quaiter of the city. She was 
at her own door, and was going in, but, as if struck by 
a auddeu thought or reflection, she returned on her 
steps, entered a shop, and coming out again, instantly 
went direct to her lodging. 

Susaone, who was on the watch for her return, saw 
that she was in a most extraordinary slate of mind, 
went to meet her, aod began questioning her with 
much anxiety. Adfele passed her hastily without mak- 
ing any reply, walked across the room without looking 
at any one, and going towards the window, seized the 
iron bats with a convulsire moTemeut, groaned, sighed, 
stamped her foot on (he ground, and tore her hair. 

SusAHBB. "What is it, AdAle? you friehten us allt' 

Frf.d. " What the devil has come to her ? she roars 
like a bull." 

A CHABCOAt^vENnEK (pu$hiiig the door). "Is this 
the place where thejr ordered the charcoal 7" 

AnELE (angrily). " Yes; place it there. You are 

Cbar.>veh. " Well, I didn't say I wasn't. I have 
biougbt you a light too, as you desired me." 
Ad. " That's right. You may go." 
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CHitR.-VEN, " There are two bushels, good mea. 
sure, do you we* If you should want any thing 

Ad. " Why repeat all that? I wnnt nothing 

CnAtk-VEN, (going memf.J '* Weil, she's notoier- 
pleased about something. You got out o'tied tlie wrong 
side nppenooRt this morningl thinli, my lady." 

" I can't tell what ails her. I never saw her 



H^. 



Sua, " When will yon pletiM to speak ? IF you are 
in a bad humour, can we do wiylhing? What is Ibis 
charcoal for?" 

Ad. " Why, it's charcoal, don't you see T" 
Sus. " Then you have Eomething to cool: I" 
Ad. " No, I have tiotliing." 
Sus. " Well, then, you must be crazy I" 
Hen. " Some one has sold her peas too haid to 
shelL" 

Ad. fintemipting her atruptlj/.J " No one lias stAi 
me anything." 

Fred. " Leave her alone ; when the fit has left her, 
I know she'll speak more than we shall care to hear. 
I will lay a wager that presently she'll talk away in 
good style." 

IIcN. '* She has a aurptise in store for us." 
Ad. ftliTouhig her armt about mildlj.) " A sur- 
prise T yes, I have one in store for you 1'' 

Hen. " Then don't try to break or distort your 
limbs. You make me shudder from head to foot," 
Ad. " What is a shudder? — nothing I" 
Sus. " She has lost her wits; her head's 

An. " No, It is not turned : here is my head — 
here" — (taking it in her handi.) 

Fred. " All that will not find us in dluDer." 

Ad. " Ilea, me f 

FaEB. " Well, don'i I hear you j if you have a crust 
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Ao, "No, no; once more I tell yon, you have 
nothing to look for or expect." 

Sea. " Bui tliis charcoal — ii i? that which puzzles 
me. We caaaot eat charcoal. 

Ad. " Listen to me, Susanne ! listen, my friends 
all I I have all my sensea perfectly, as nell as you 
have them; and my determination is made. I will 
su^ no longer. It is not existing to live as ne do. 
I had forty sous left ; I kept them concealed ; 1 had 
'ves for so doing. The moment has arrived. 
le use I intend to make of it." 
" Charcoal I — instead of buying bread T' 

Ad. " Bread 1 — that would only be to protract life 
uselessly. — No, my (riends — I am weary of life I If 
you are like me, I know what we will do.'' 

Fred. *' Say, what!" 

Aof " We will light the brasier." 

Sos. " Well, what then T' 

Ad. " When it has hecome sufliciently hot, we 
will shut the door, dose up all the entrances and 
openings, and place it in the middle of Ihe room." 

Heh. (Kt^ng.) "What I would you have us all 

Sus. " Shall we see each other die?" 

Fked. " Don't snivel, you women ; — Ma'amselle 
Adfele is right ; that is the only thing left to us. You 
may believe me or not as you like, ma'amselle, I 
have a hundred times thought of proposing it to you, 
but I have always foand you so courageous, that I have 
said to myself, this should never come from a man. 
Now you make the proposition to me, and I will not 
refuse to join you. But each for himself; vre do not 
compel others ; even body is a free agent." 

Hen. " You loo I— how could such ideas enter your 
headT" 

Fked. " I'fiiith, when there is no longer any 

hope — I went to the scavenger, and offered myself as 

a sweeper, raker of kennels; I went to the 'spice 

islands' (Jinsei inodvThJ, but there was no room foi 

»3 
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me ; no woik, hoirever dirty, that I hare not solicited, 
sued for, eren to ofier myself at Mont&ucon and the 
knadcers, to work at half-price ; I ieanit that Ibere wa* 
a~«hite lead manufiictorji at CUchy, nhere the work- 
men died like fliea I well, to get admission ihere, Ihejr 
asked me (oi certificales. Id ihe same way, at the 



They told me 1 might get employmenl n 
a ship breaker; oi on the canal, wheeling ine oairow 
for the oaTigaton, and I did not succeed there better 
than any where else. Il ii shockii^ to see the number 
of persons applying for woik daily. At the Hotel Dieu, 
the Val-de-Giftce, where there ia an infinnary-keeper 
lo replace, they would oot receire me, because I was 
not recommended by a medical man. Hey told me 
that the executioner at Veraaitles wauled an assiit- 



Hen. ('■oi'M a mopemetU of horror.) " And did yon 
offer yourself I" 

F&KD, " Quiet youiaelf, I have not even thought of 
such a thing — but only to prove how difficult it is to get 
any employment, there were actually more than three" 
hiindrea applicants for the aituiition-^and I am quite 
certain that they would not take a discharged prisoner. 
There were plenty to chooae from, so if it had lempted 
me, 1 should have been ashamed of mytelF — when we 
are reduced to that 1 '' 

Hek. " Ah! that comforts me." 

Sits. " And me loo." 

A». " I feared." 

Fkeu. " I an eiecutioner'a helper! You should 
know me, ma'amaelle Adile. Any other profession, 
1 do not say — -But rather than mount in that way I 
would scrape the puddles. Well, only yesterday and 
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Ueh. " Good Uearens ! it is sometimes whea leut 
tAp«cted, thai the water comes to the mill." 

Fbep. " Oh, as to that, it's all chance; but with us, 
when we are born under an inauspicious star, it is in 
lain for us to contend against it. It is only ma'am- 
s^le Ad^ who has discovered the remedy." i 

Hen. " To destroy oneselfl Her remedy is ades- 
petale, au useless one." 

Sus. " Let her kill herself if she will, she was well 
put to it to put such a notion into his head." 

Fred. "What will become of you? Susaime, I 
paiticulaily ask what will become of you V 

Sus, " I do not know, but — " 

Fhed, " I believe lo, they promised you some 
stockings to mend ; you would have earned a few sous ; 
we have lived ou in hopes of getting them ; when you 
went to seek for them, what did they aay to you ? that 
you had been you know where, and they would not 
trust you with them." 

Sus. " What a misfortune f 

Hen. " Let each of us get a basket and go and sell 

Fred. " Sell what ? To get yourself taken up— 
have you a permit! We must buy it, and where's the 
money lo get the goods to sell, if it were nothing but 
tinder; what do you think you would get! Not as 
much as the hair of my beard." 

Sus. " I have a great mind to propose myself in 
the posting bills, although it should only be as nurse to 
a child." 

Fbed. " The posting bills I SlilL obstacles, unless 
you can carry them half-a-crown ; and then, dressed as 
you are, what master or mistress would take you into 
(heir family? Suppose even that they were to take 
you, why, sooner or later, they would learn who you 
were, and what you had been, and if there weie any 
robbery in ihe house, whom would they accuse? So. 
■anne of course; and other persons may and will steal 
with impunity when a discharged convict is in the 
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house, for ail the imputation \s cast of course on them : 
the more I reflect, the more fully I am conviDcetl that it 
's best for you as well as for me. — It 13 finishing our 



Sua, " He will not be turned fiom his intentions. — 
Oh, how much bet(«r would it hate been had 1 allowed 
~ her to fling herself into the water I" 

Hen. " If you h^ not persuaded her lo give up Ihe 
idea of drowning herself — it was nothing to her, only 
a yes. or a no." 

An. " Yes — it costs me something — it does, and I 
should lie were I to say otherwise — nothing is dearer to 
us than existence, and how I have clung (o it; what I 
have done to prolong it should testify for me, having 
suffered all I have suffered. What resource have you 
that I have not? If you were younger, I would say to 
you, cling lo life and get it as a fate, a loltery. — Yoa 
have an eiample before your eyes. — I have been hand- 
some, I may say it without flattery, and whither has 
my beauty led me? When «e are advanced in life, 
there can be nothing to hesitate about. Would you 
prefer dying of hunger? Remember the night of the 
soldiers, and all that you then endured — Now there are 
no soldiers." 

Sua. " I*fo soldiers!" 



Ai), " Vou must seek bica in bis coffin." 

Hen. "Is he dead r 

Ad. " I was at Ihe church when they refused ad' 
Diiitance lo his body." 

Fked. " You hear what she says, my dears. — You 
see, Henriette — there is do actor, no soldiers for us." 

Ad. " There is no more well doing ; there is no more 
humanity: there is no more religion; there is no more 
God." 

St7s. " Say not so, .Adfele. Would you draw down 
his maiediolion on us V 

Ad. " His malediction! — How long, I would ask 
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Hem, " Do not blasphenie, iest he should punish 

Ad. " Well, are we not punished beforehand I Why 
make yourself uneaiy ? Our hell hu commenced." 

Fbed. " Let us make haste, or else the fice will go 
ouL" 

Ad. fpulting Ike fin on the chareocU, and bloieiiHl 
it.) "Never fear, it is buraicg up again. I will light it 
very speedily. Are youresolTed?" 

Sua. " It will stiae iisl— HelpI Oh, wielches that 
we are — Henrielte, take the bellows from her." 

Hen. fteeeping, ihrieking loudly and aobbing by 
tsnu) " Murder, guard. — They are t^ing to kill us. — 
Ab I how an I to be pitied — Oh Lord Jesus, have 
mercy upon us 1 Good God 1 Good Lord I Oh, Sa- 

Fred, idarting touiardt ike door, mkieh taat ajar, 
doted it, and tnrmag it oa the double lock, pnt the 
key in hit pocket.) " Now, cry as long aa you like. 
With their lamentations they will call op the neigh- 
bours. The women, the women, they can do nothing 
with the women. I ask your pardon, ma'amaelte Addle, 
it is not you I mean, but these poor chicken -hearted 
things, who can only cry and donolhing else; and, par- 
bleu ! Death I why it is not swallowing the sea. Death 
— whea one is dead 1 — " 

Hen. (throieing herielf on Fredertift neck, tekilst 
Stuanne, u>ko kad teized kit Itandi, bathed Ihem inilh 
teari.) " Frederic, dearest Frederic, I beseech you, am 
not I your Henrielte T" 

Fhed. " What woDld you have me aay?" 

Hen. " Could you hare the courage lo see me die 
before your eyesT" 

Fbed. (viith emotion, and making an effort to get 
rid of hie feeling*.} " Oh, leave me, I. cannot say 
anytDing. 

Hen. " Would you see my corpser 

FttEV. " That would hurl me I" 

Hbn. " You turn anay your fece— you do not an* 
Bwer me — look at me, dearest." 
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Fred. (vUhpeUiw.) "Weill" 
A», (^Tt.) " Iliey will overpower him. How 
much do I TegKt that I did not do this aloDe 1" 
Heh. fembraeing Frakrie.) " You nill not die,nill 

Fbed, " How can I resist her? oh, woman, woman 1 
whej) a man loves 1 I consent to erery tiling, we will 
not die." 

An. "And bread?" 

FaEn. " We will hate some. You have heard of 
Vidocq's band?" 

Ad. " But too much." 

Fs£D, " I have the option of entering it: I ahall 
have three francs a day, and we will share them." 

Hen. " And you will be Oh! dear Frederic, 

let us die. I propose it now." 

Sus. " And I do not oppose it." 

Hen. " We will die leather in each other's arms; 
at least, I shall be sure that, after me, Frederic will 
belong to no one else." 

Sus," Now, Adeie, you are content!" 

Ad. " Yes, I am." 

FuED. " How inflexible she isi she does not change 
from her purpose — the gulf must be leaped, and the 
sooner that is done, the sooner will our embarrasji meats 
terminate." 

Hek, (blowing the cAarcoal.) " How slow it is to 
lightJ" 

Ad. " Blow, blow, it will soon kindle." 

Fred. " Don't set the place on ftre, for we are not 
in our own house, and there are children up stairs." 

Hes. " Poor little dearSf we must not burn them." 

Ad. " It would be doing them a service perhaps." 

Sub. "There are enough of us, four persons, that 
is not often the case. It will be mentioned in the 
papers." 

Fred. " TTiey will insert it in the journals." 

Ad. '■ We shall be a theme of conversation in Parts, 
and that will be a vast consolation." 
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Her. " Perhaps it raay be of service to others, w1 

Ad. " All the charcoal is in flame." 

Sus. " We might roast an oi. And is this then o 
last day T" 

Ad. " Ah! that is not all. You do not look, th< 
may see us from 
' e wiodoi 

Fred. " That is useless, there are only the masons 
there, they are on the roof, nhicb is very high; 
besides, I tbink it is theit dinner hour, and before they 

Hen. « It will be alL over with us. We must stop 
up the chimney." 

Ad, " Most assuredly." 

Heh. (placing the qaill there.) " Frederic, I Wtc a 
fcvour to ask of you." 

Fbed. " What is it V 

Hek. (lifting up an handiron.) " A woman is 
never so strong as a man, she has not the same strength 
of roind I 1 mistrust myself; you see this handiron.—' 
If I should change my mind, (iqaeexing hii hand affix- 
tionately) you understand me ." 

Fbed. " I do, I do 1 Horrible situation P 

Sus. "All is ready, what must we do?" 

Ad. " Nothing, but lie down and await" (She threw 
herself on the fioor i Sumum, Henriette, and Frederic 
followed her exanmie, the lao latter emtmctn^ .) 

Sus. " Death, death \ If 1 cover my face, I think 
I should have less fear. I cannot tee it come." (She 
covers hendf aith a handkerchief.) 

Hen. " Frederic, put my apron over my eyes, the 
ught is feaHiil to me." 

Ad. " I will gaze on it to ihe last." 

Heh. " I cannot draw my breath."" 

Sua. " My stomach swells. I am suffixsaiing." 
■ A.ii. " And I too, my head whirls." 

Heh. " My brain seems to boil." 
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Sds, " Do you feel as 1 do, hi a cold perspiration 
and skk, <^. lo si[±r' 

Ap. " 1 liave B tight bandage over aty brovn, and : 
weiffhl oppresaM my limbs." 

FitED. " It is slrange, but I (eel nothing unt^mmoti 
It is, perhaps, the effect of habiL" 

Ad. " My »ision is disturbed. A cloth seems t< 
pais over m; eyes, they swell, I au giddy to excess." 

Sl's. " What an oppression I" 

Fred. " Well, then, I must be made of iron," 

Ad. " My blood freeies." 

Fbed. " And I shall surrive them I" 

Heh. " Frederic, my own Frederic, my heart ii 
bunting I Oh, what pain ; il tears my breast open ; tak( 
airay that sement that gnaws my heart ; where do you 
carcf me? Who lifts me? la it you? lam belter now 
laninell. Ah ! how delightful! I am light. I am in 
paradise. Adieu, Frederic 1 my friends, pray for n 



Ad. " My head 1 — whatan iasupportable weight ! — 
my heart I I can hear it heat ! — it beats ! — i* swells !— 
what a brillianl sight I — the sun shines 1 — what a beau' 
liful light! Ahl they are thrusting needles intn mj 
breast. Frederic, do you hear a buzzing sound ? It is 
there at rny ear," 

Svs. (corUrtKling her musclei, and beating on till 
Jloor.J " They will break the drum of my ear with 
their hammer; cruel, cruel creatures I they tear my 
bosom — they aie quiet — "lis well, 'lis well I Ah, am I 
here, then is my soul made perfect I — a cloud — it passes 
— it is extinguished — it escapes me — I cannot retain l' 
— mercy, gfealGod, mercy. 

Fred. " Henriette ! Henrietle ! (thakiiig her) she is nc 

more, and I ! Her teeth are clenched — How while 

they are! — Henriette, dear Henrietle, do you not heat 
me? Oh I that I had a pistol, some weapon. (Hr 
tote mtclilg, and opening a drawer, took out a k»ifi.) 
Thank God ! I can join them now — I can stab myself! 
there, on her body— my blood shall Bow ! between llieK 
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ribs.-^ll beats here : does hers beat stilJ * (,Mt 
■sed her, arid placed hu Aandupon her heart.) No— 
I embraced her, and placing the blade agaitut ki* 
' ieart) — now let me hope that my band fail me Dot." 
"^ He was about to give the deadly thrust — a noise was 
'heard — Mind, mind belom, mind the bombf The knifii 
**&Us from his hand, the window was Burst open with 
'^ great noise, the broken glass flew about the Toom: 
" QHarante-einq','\tottj-fivc) cried out, in unison with 
' the shock, some voice in the neighbourhood ; Rnd 
whilst, from the top of a ladder, on which was perched 
a mason, this cry of consolation arose in the air; "A 
^''fNim^ killed ai mounded, and not one dead," an 
E ' enornious piece of plaster and rubbish, projected like 
''■^ an avalanche down the slope of the roof, fell at Frede- 
■1-' lie's feet, 

1=' •' Well," said he, " does the deril mingle with the 
™ dance 1 , {Then looking at Henrietle-) She ishappyF" 
However, by the Boddin irruption, the air circulated 
' in the room, the brazier no longer threw out its blue 
^ flame, the north wind, which came in with violence, 
' ■ made the charcoal crackle, a spark was driven on Hen- 
' riette's hand, she made a movemeot, and, almost at the 
same instant,a sort of ratllingin the throat, more quick 
■ ^ than that of the last pang, announced that life was not 
* extinct in her companions. It was the dilating of their 
' lungs, it was respiration resuming its course, and they 
' were reanimating like withered flowers after the mom- 
^ iag'a dew. 

" Henriette, dear Henri etle, speak to me, love I 
'Tdlting her in hit etnai he phceil her on a teat.) 
Speak to me." 

* FnPans, when they break a window, the common people 
cry ont " quaranit-einq," so u to produce a lound, in ■ 
measure harmonizing with the accident It is to them i ci- 
pitil joke, bec»u«e}uiiraii/erfiiij,(45)ia written with the two 
figures that oiahe " im/" (that ii, in French, either lame or 
*™). The pun i. ingenious. 
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Heniietle was slowly reviTm;;, hei mouth wai hall 
opened : at last her eyelid was raised, but beneath the 
light of day, which danled her, it speedily closed 

" Dearest Henriette," said Frederic again, " it is I, 
don't you know Frederic ? — it is your husband." 

The purple tints which were shed over the counte- 
nance of Henriette disappeared. "Ahl" said she, 
(Ihe words expiring on her lips) in a sepulchral tone, 
*' the storm is over — how it thundered r — and then, 
recovering beraelf a little, " Frederic, is it you! It 
does not thunder now, does it I The cold---ah 1 how 
cold, very, very cold : my feet are like iciclei ; chafe 

then, 1 am 90 cold. Shut the window , are you 

mad? What Hie is.thisr 

As well as being aslonbhed at what she experienced, 
Uenrielte was not in a condition to atta^ the least 
remembrance of what she saw. Ad^le and Susanne, 
who had recovered more speedily, gaied with drj and 
lack-lustre eyes on the brazier by which Ihey wet* 
lying. 

Ad. "Is it possible? You see we canoot di< 
though we wish it." 

Svs. " Heaven is a witness ..." 

FftED. " Our hour was not come." 

Ad. " We must think so. A dog would dif 



Hen. " Seeds of misery I That would have coin- 
pleted our wretchedness." 

Fred. " Well, we're advanced very tar, cortuntyi 
What has been the use of all these precautions ?" 

*~ " Don't say a word about it to me, I am in 



T; 



" The charcoal is lost." 
Ad. " Lost, say you ! No, no, i 
ill not kill us ; IM us make it give u 
Fbed. " What do you mean." 
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Ad. " Let us forge some keys, — we will do as 
olheni do." 

Sus. " Speak lower, girl, do ; if any person heard 

Ad. " Let them hear ot not hear, what matters U? 
If we are denounced, well, they will take us before the 
judge, there will only be this ; if all the world did 
right, the judges would have aothing to do.^ Come, 
come, henceforward I will not be such a fool as to en- 
'lare hunger: the good shall suffer for the bad, so 
much the worse for those on whom it may fall : they 
will not gi»e us, they will not allow us to earn, then 
we must lake. Since they compel u>, since they will 
not let us be honest, I will became the greatest thief 
that the earth has on its surface. If they catch me, the 
h\\ will be at the end of the ditch: 1 shall still have 
had some agreeable moments. Now, I da not know 
myself any longer; it seems to me that at present, I 
should make no more scruple of cutting a man's throat 
than of wringing the neck of a chicken ." 

Hen. " Don't say so, Adfele, it is offending Ood. 
It is t^ainst conscience." 

Ad. " God 1 God 1 He would not have given us 
( conscience to make us die of hunger. — Goal I Te- 
Dounce him. Conscience! what is conscience? Have, 
then, your contcience, your probity ; you have expe- 
rienced its worth ; it is fine, »ery tine I" 

Freb. " Do you know, ma'amselle AdMe, that it 
is not right to use such langu^e. I am no*, pleased 
with you now. Bat if you wish ns to die I am do 
longer agreeable." 

Siis. " Oh, she is not so wicked any longer ; what 
she says &lls from her lips, but does not come from 
her heart.'' 

Hen. '.' It is anger, but far from her real feelings," 

Ad. " True, true, we will kill no person. But heat 
me ; we must eat, I return always to that starting- 
tUce, and we have but one path before us. Hunger 



jo.CoDgIc 



14B MEMOIRS OP VIDOCQ. 

makes the wdf quil the woods ; if you will trust to mt, 
we will look out for an ' aflajr,' and as soon as it occurs 
we will put Ibe irons in Ihe fire ; what say you, my 
friends V 

Fbzd. " Ad afiair — a robbery P 

Hen. " A robbery 1" 

8u9. "Why not!" 

Fred. " I am the wood they make flutes of- [ 
bend any way, and may be cooked with any sauce; 
but—" 

Au, " Do jou want courage V' 

Fred. " Do you ask me ? — well, a robbery then !" 

An. " But nothing more ; a Ibeft, and a ibefl alone, 
simply to acquire a positiye and actual subsistence." 

Svs. " That is underatood : after that we will be 
honest again." 

Fred. " Shall we ? — who knows T' 

Hen. " Let us first gel something to boil in the 
pot, and then wherewithal lo new dress us — not before 
we want both. When I ihink that my poor man has 
only a pair of trowseis to put on, and no shirt, no hat ; 
and he must ask long enough before be could get 
another to change ..." 

Sua. " It is not enough to be provided juat for the 
moment, we must have some cash in hand, a hundred 
sous apiece, lo rub against another." 

Hen. " Very true ; we must try not to become 
again as we now are. If we had money we might 
carry ou a little business ; I would make braces, they 
say they sell well, and turn in a good proiit." 

An. " Gently, gently : for the time present let ua 
do all we can, my children. The life of the saints be- 
fore everything." 

Ai.L. " Yes, the life of the saints and Ihe test aflet- 

The friends undertook to make a lour ; and thiee 
hours had not elapsed after this desperate resolution, 
before they had taken several impressions; keys made 
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; but Ihii eipedilion vu *o 
Utile productive, that (bur days afterwarda famine vaa 
again in the house. It was necessary to be^n again, or 
to periah. They resoUed oo a second essay, then a 
thinlitnenly were effected in less than tno months, and 

Jet the party was nearly as badly off as befoie. They 
ad flung theniieWes into the torrent, and the torrent 
hurried them headlong from crime lo crime. 
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briogt bippiD«»— PrsoBDtioiiA. 

, One Sunday morninf Adih had gone oiil al day- 
break : Frederic, his nife, and sister, were stiU asleep, 
I bui awoke soon aflerwardf. 

Sua. " It seems that Adfele hat taken wing early 
this morning ; I did no) hear her go out." 

Fred. " Nor 1, poor devil 1 if we do noihing, the 
fauli is not hert." 

Hen. " Oh, no, certainly not ; she does all the rois- 
chiefshecan." 

Fred, " She has all her trouble for nothing, for the 
gains do not recompense the pains. Have ne any 
bad luck think ye." 

Siis. " Faith it's hardly worth while to he iliieves." 

Fred. " They say that profit acquired by bad 
means avails nobody ; we don't know wheihet it will 
be profitable or not, we hare never met with a good 
chance yeL" 

Hen. " Oh, it will come; we only want theop- 
poituoity." 

Fred. " And whilst it is coming we are starving." 

Hen. " Uh, you have no patience." 

Fred. " It is but bein^ gay enough to talk, and 
do nothing else all day ; but uial becomes tiresome." 

Hek. " Even if your senses were to leaTe you, we 
should rob on." 

Fred. " Yes, but very poorly." 

Hem. "Leave off complaining, and if we once get in 

StJs. " If ever that happens, I will make up for lost 
time — I will have such break^ts I'' 
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Heb. " So will I ; I will pay myself for past depri- 
vBiions by ihe choicest tit bits in the woild I" 

FaED. " And I too I Do you think I will throw my 
share lo the dogs ? I'll pay myself for past losses 1 but 
I don't eipecl il,'' 

Sv9. " He who formerly used to be so merry, and 
laughed at every thing, is now the first lo-inspire us 
with fear and apprehension," 

Hen. " He wns a careless, reckless fellow ; a Roger 
bon tempi, (a lively, merry person) who laughed and 
jested at every thing : I do not recognise him lo be the 

Fred. "It il 



'■ItisAd^le-s 
der, that makes her so merry?" 

Fred. " Most certainly it is not Ihe fine weather ; 
for the sky is overcast, and there is over Mont Maitre 
a cloud which will descend like a deluge.*' 

Hen. " It looks like heavy rain." 

Feed. " It is a bath in preparatl u 

An. (enferin^ atiMy, ami patting l»o keyi on the 
ekimney place) " My friends, no more misery ! I have 
just tried Ihem, they work like angels ; we are roasters 
now and will go to worii at once, no later than this 
very day." 

Lifting up her gown behind, she looked at the dila- 
pidation of her shoes and stodiings, and sang and 
danced at the same time ; — 

Tu ne vols pat, ma chere, 
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Fred. '' 1 n«Ter law her in such a mood.'' 

Si;$. " Nor I either : she jumps and dances abosL 
Oh I we shall mott anurcdl; have some rain.'* 

Fbed. " Well, well, you are as gay as a lark ; what's 
the meaning of all thii ?^ 

Ad. " Whj, the meamng U, that whilst jou were 
sleeping I was at work, quietlj but sutelj. Be easy, 
my dean, we will have jdenty of giist for the mill I 
There's «uk^, my children I You tee these keys, they 
open a door, and " 

Svi. "But do not keep us on the rack, we are on 
thorns ; you see very plainly Uiat Frederic is dying lo 

Ad. "YouTielf yon mean, you sly thing; he said 
nothing." 

Sus. " Well, then, say it is myself if you like." 

Ad. "1 will tell you all about it Cfe^ng I'm fi« 
pocket of her apraa) ; here are some new-laid eggs : I 
had eight for our breiJibst : I have eaten mine—,'* 

Sus. " That's well; you can speak of tliat after- 

Ad. " I got them at the fruit>woman's, in the Rue 
des Gobelins. You know the little humpbacked 
woman v^om I like to gossip wilhf 

Sus. " What nonseosp she talks about har fmil-no- 
man. What is the fruit-woman to us V 

Ad. "What is the froit.woman to yon I Why, if 

• Look Bl her, my deu-, ud you'll see 
That she, that she 
Hi* boles in her atockings ; but look at me. 

Whilst she. wbilstsbe 
Hu holea in bcr alockiugi ; you will not TCC 
A nngle one if vou took tl me. 

TUNIL, 



jo.Cooyk' 



MEMOIRS OF VIDOCQ. 159 

yoa'W lei me lelijdu, you will find; if you do not ivi* 
me to tell you— — '" 

Sus, " Speak, speak ; go on your own way, ^ou will 
be delivered at last." 

Fred, " Do not iotemipt her." 

Ad. *' Id the fruiterer's house lives her landlord, who 
is as great a miser as ever lived. He is so rich that 
he cannot count bis raon^ : his wife and he have more 
than a hundred francs a-day to spend, and have only u 
dog in Lheir service. Hie fruit-seller told me all this. 
You must know I have chatted with her to some pur- 
nose, and not for useless gossip. I wanted lo draw 
tier, and have succeeded. Theo, whilst talking with her, 
I kept mj eyes open : without appearing to take notice 
of any thing, I have seen the bags which contained the 
crowns 1 With only half, I swear lo you, that all 
our life, as long as we have to live, we should not be 
in want of any thing, nor be compelled to plunder. 
How it would turn to profit in our hands ! But fortune 
always attends those who do not know how to make 
use of her. This miserly old fellow of a landlord, only 
think, because number eight, one of his lodgers, has not 
paid his rent on the day fixed, he has made him turn 
out, goods and alt. I saw it : it was a wretched Ihin^ 
to see : a father of a family, six children, and the wife, 
who was brought to bed the previous evening. Tliey 
burst into tears, unhappy wretches ; they begged, they 
implored, they supplicated ; they might as easily have 
softened a stooe 1 tie thrust them out into the street: 
the whole neigbbouthood were up in arras about it. 
Well, said I lo myself, old rogue, I will not lose sight 
of you ; I will pay you off for this : to those who do ill, 
ill liappens ; and if I cannot treat youtoa turn of my 
craft, the fault shall not be mine. 

" From that moment I have watched for the opportu- 
nity, and to-day it presents itself. I have taken all my 
measures, and he shall not escape us. He is a skin- 
Hint, an usurer : there are enough who have been robbed 
by him, and when his turn com e s ■ " 
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Sua. " Ooe ibief robbing another is fun for the deril 
to laugh U." 

Ad. "Then the devil ahall lauch, depend upon il: 
before night this miserly landlord shall be handled ; 
atid without iacluding ouneWea, there are others nho 
(hall feel the efl^ets of it." 

Fred. " I do not cleaHy understand you ; the teoant 
irill have a ■hare.'' 

An, "A woman juBt confined I and thrust her out at 
the door I It is abominable i If it were only ten francs, 
I would carry her the httlf of it.'' 

Fred. " Ah 1 ma'araselle, that would give me great 
pleasure ; you have an excellent heart t' 

An. " I hope so, I should be so happy if I contd do 
all the good I would I" 

Hen. " You are right : a good action confers happi- 

Ad." It is not to embarrass one's self — well-regulated 
charity begins at home; but to solace another, seem* to 
be comforting one's self. I suffer when I see another 
suffering, ^us we agree : we will send assistance to 
die family; you all agree to it ?'' 

ALU "Yes, yes," 

Sus, " Let OS do to those who fleserre it what we 
would have them do to us." 

Fred. " Bi>t they must not know who it come* from, 
that would betray us completely." 

An. " Certainly, the; must Lnow notliing about it. 
Now, my dears, 1 nil) explain my plan to you : the 
usurer goes to Saint' Maut with his wife, and they go 
on loot. They are not to return before to-monow, so 
that we hare plenty of lime before us. However, ai 
in these sorts of matters il is beat to be as soon as po»- 
sible. I shall start at once, you will follow me. Hen- 
Hette must keep watch in the street ; and whibt I draw 
the fruiteress to the bottom of her shop, Frederic and 
Suaanne must get into the passage. It is the second 
pair ofMairs at the back facing the stair-case asyoa.' 
ucend : there is a wicket al the door, and a stag's 
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foot at the belt-handle. The smalt he; is to open the 
ufeljF-latch, and the large one for ihe locit ; you cannot 
make a roislalte; you must not forget to take a crow- 
bar, in case there should be a chest or strong box " 

Fk£q. " Susanne can hide it under her petticoats," 

Ad. " And a ring to put into the key hole, for fear 
of a surprise : do not neglect (o tftke one, we must 
provide against everything. You know n>y story with 
fcgottier." 

Frld. " That was a lesson." 

Ad. *' Yes, and a bitter onel — " 
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a veiy short time was requisite for ihe femily to I 
diesa themselveB and make preparations for the ex- 
pedilion. When aU was ready, they directed tbeir i 
steps toward the Rue des Gobelins: an half hour 
afterwards, and Frederic, aided by Susanoe, was in a 
train for working. Never had so much riches appeared 
before tbeir eyea. There were drawers filled to the i 
top wiib guineas, ducals, napoleons, and louis of all ' 
times and periods, in sacks and parcels whose arran^ | 
meni betokened tbeir contents ; and moreover there was | 
a pocket-book tilled with orders for money and bank- 
notes. How many virtues, how much consideration, 
how much probity, bow much tttrUng honour was 
here 1 Susaone aiid Frederic opened a casket, it was 
filled with watches, necklaces, bracelets, trinkets, pre- 
cious stones. They woold fain have eihauated Pacto- 
lus ; with their eyea they overran the treasures of Gol- 
conda, but where were they first to begin? Whilst they 
were hesitating, (be; heard a noise, and distiDguishea | 
foot-steps. I 

" Do not stir," said Frederic, " I think some one is ' 
coming up." , 

They both stood, without daring even Jo bieai)ie. | 
Some one stopped at the door and Uied a key— what 

" We did well to return : you see what a storm was 

preparing," I 

" Come make haste, Madame Lombard, you are to 

_ " Can"t you give me lime to introduce the key ^' 
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" I Ihink I could have opened it ten times already." 

" Oh yes, you are vastly expeditious. I advise you 
to boast about it, when you are two hours finding the 
hole, and ther. if I did not put a hand to it — " 

" That you often do. Gnve it to me, for you make 
me all in a iidget with your fumbling — " 

" Fumbling I I don't fumble ; don't you see ihat I 
push, but it will not go in." 

'* Perhaps it has taken a whim." 

" A whim I — say rather that the pipe is stopped up. 
It is youT ridiculous custom to have crumbs in your 
fiockets, and some of then have got in, and — " 

" You shall see whether that is my feult. In a few 
minutea. Give it to 'me, and let me blow in it a 
litfle.- 

" Here, M.Lombard, do what you like with it; (the 
gisei him the iey-)" 

" Ah, (bat is right. (H» bbneed t'n tht pipe, knocked 
the aardt, ond attematelg knocked and ichUlled in i(.) 
It whistles perfectly well, and now ought to enter 
wilhotit any difficulty." 

Mad. LoH. {Triptig a teeond time.) " Without 
any difficulty 1 why it goes worse than ever," 

" You don't turn it the right way, perhaps." 

" I turn it neither on one side, not the other, for it 
does not go in at all." 

" Here, take my umbrella, women are so clumsy." 

" Well, I give the place up to you, now let's see 
jonr elevemessf* 

" As clever as you. (He Iriei to path it.) The 
devil, something pievents it I If I had anything to clean 
the pipe out : tall the fruitwoman." 

" Oh you are so much cleverer than I am, (SAe 
catled.) Madame Bouleau !" 

FauiTwoM**. " What do you want, madame!'' 

Mad. Lom. " Have you anything you can lend us 
to dean the pipe of our key T Be so kind as to come 
ug Mairs." 

Fk. woM. " -Will ibis do (br youf , 
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M. LoH. " What is it that you have brought me ? 
I he wire that you cut your butter with?". 

M4D. Lou. " It is too weak, my dear." 

FftviTwouAH. " If Monsieur would put it JB 
double." 

M. LoM. " She is right." 

Mad. Loh. " Double and double ^ain, and it will 
not dol' 

Fb. wom. "I will BO and get you a raatch." 

M.lj)ti. "A match! that will be of less U9e, fb( ' 
if it should break iu, what should we do then ?" 

Fk. woti. " Well, will a piece of birch do out of the 
broom, will that be better!" 

M, Lou. " Bring me a branch of it, the strongest 
you can find." 

The frULteress went down and soon returned with a 
twi(; of birch which she gave to M. Lombard.^ 

M. LoM. " It is a faggot stick you have brought 

Fr. wou. "Tbete are none thinner; by forcing it, 
you will be able to manage." 

M. LoM. " Ah, now you have made ne do a nice 
job ; the branch has broken, and how can I get it oat 
again r 

Fb. wom. " Do you think that a oMV 

Mao. Lou. " It would be too short." 

Fr. woh. " Wait, and I will go and see if I can 
find in my drawers some whalebone." 

M. Low. " Whalebone ! — why not offer me an ete- 



M. Loh. " Have you not got a knitting needle r' 

Fh, wom. " A knitting needle 1 let me see, who 

makes stockings that I know? Ah! I remember! 

(he invalid who is in love with the porteress at numtter 

17:— perhapi he will lend me one if I run and ast." 

M*D. LuH. •■ Run quickly— how tiresome I"* 
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M. LoM. " Thai is, if it be any use to go, and you 

think he has one." 
Mid. Lom. " I heat her galloping along." 
M. Lou. " She has not been long ; here she cornea, 

and bHnging a oeedle with her — hon lucky V 

Fn. won. " I hope it vill be a veiy strong 

M. Lom. (foAiiu' the tigedU.) " This time we are 
all right. {He poked it, blew in it, knocked, knocked 
again, tehiitltd in it, and knodced it again,) 1 really 
can find nothing in it, it is a very capital needle 
though." 

Mm. LoM. " You ought to know whether or not 
you lia»e got to the botloto." 

M. Lom. " To be sore I do— I touch the iron. It 
will not go in any further; there is nothing in the pipe, 
and it should open the door easy enough, or else let us 
know the reason why. (He put the keg in the hole.) 
Well, ii is all or no use, lliis key is euchaated, it will 
not even enter the lock," 

Mai>. Lou. " There is perhaps something the mat- 
ter with the lock, it may be overshot." 

M. Low. " I see what ails it, you have forced it." 

Mad. Lom. "I should havebeen astonished if you had 
not laid the mischief on my back — always me. More 
likely a great deal to be some dirty blackguard, who.when 
passing, haa filled the keyhole with gravel. Madame 
Bouleau does not pay attention to anything; people go 
up and down, and in and out, they might carry away 
the house ; oh, man Dieit ! no allention to any thing." 

Fb. wom. "Why, acat could not pass but I should 
be at her tail, to see which way she was goinc." 

M. Lou. " If we had a plank, 1 would make a 
bridge, and so get in by way of the kitchen window." 

Fr. won. " And so kill yourselfl" 

Mad. Lom. " Oh, to break your neck is nothing 
but you will break a square of glass that cost fouf 

M. LoM, " I did not think of that ; font franc? 
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quick, quick, Madame Boulpau, go and call the lock, 
smith ; that will be by far the cheaper way." 
The fruit-woman went down stairs as speedily as 

Bssible, but had scarcely reached the street when the 
It was pulled violently from the staple that conliDed 
iU 

Mad. Loh. " What ails the lock?" 
M. I«ii. " Some one is within: we are robbed! 
thieves, thieves ]" 

On a sudden the door opened, two persons dashed out ; 
knocked down, driven backwards, upset. Monsieur and 
Madame Lombard rolled over and over. Were they 
ghosts 7 ot was it a hurricane, or a thunder-clap ? The 
impetus was so great, the shock so violent, that they 
could not lelt to what they must attribute the brutal im- 

Eube they had received. Tlie cause had disappeared, 
ut the effect remained, and the couple, so completely 
levelled nidi the ground, deplored the catastrophe raost 
bitterly. 

M. Lou. " Ah, ah I I an killed outright ; I am 
murdered, ground to powder; every limb is dislocated; 
I am massacred, smashed to death ! help, help I" 

Mad. Lom. " Murder, assassination I Help, help, 
help I T have got bold of hiro ; help me, M. Lombard, 
help me." 

"M.LoM. ''Ahl mon Dieu'. helpl I have broken 
my loins, they are beaten and mashed to a pulp ; the 
wretches 1 the glass of my watch is broken too, so are 
my spectacles, and my limbs," 

Mad. Lom. " If you don't come, I must let him go. 
Guard, guard 1" 

The fruit-woman returned, accompanied by the lock- 
smith whom she had gone in quest of. 

" Ah, what do I see? The citiien on one Hide, and 
the lady on the other; what has happened to Ihemf 
What lis the apartment opened T' 

The Locksmith. " Tney have been trying to pull 
the dooi open, and have tumbled down on all fours." 

Mah. Low. irking np.» " Oh, my legs are broken.** 
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M. LoH. " Mybaekisalla jell;." 

Mko. LoH. "If vou had not lost your senus ne 
should have caught them ; look, I seized the apron of 
one of them 1" 

" M. LoH. " Tliere were a dozen at least, and it 
was done so guddenlif and so quickly, that I only saw 
five." 

Mad. Lou. " My dear Madame Boulean, they 
trampled all over my body ! What an assault t grand 
Diea'. I am wounded all over. Support rae, pray ; 1 
beseech you !" 

M. IjOu. (fo the loektmlh.) " My friend, lend me 
your assistance to crawl to my secretary ." 

Mad. Loil (utAo had firtt entered.) " Ah, the 
room is in a fine plight I We haie been robbed! 

M.Lou. (JaKng into an arm-chair.') "The wretches I 
they hare left us nothing but our eyes to weep with." 

The Locks. — " I could make a »eiy good shift with 
what they have left behind," 

pR. WoM, " And so could I." 

Mad, Jjok. " We must go and inform the Com- 
missarj', and get him to draw up a prods verbal — a 



M. Lev. " But how could ihey conlriv e to gel id V' 

Tbe Locks. " HiaC's no difficult matter with ske- 
leton keys. There are so many rogues." 

He examined the lock, and taking from within il a 
small ring of iron, which had beeo put on the slern of 
the lock, be added, 

" I am not astonished that you were unable' to open 
il, they bad arranged every thing well ; this must be 
□neof the trade who made this ring. Where is the 
apron that was left in the lady's hands V 

Mad. Lom. " This is it !'' 

The Locks. {uiUhmuch surprise.) " Can I credit my 
eyesight? A comrade! I thought him an honest fal- 
low — I would have laid my life upon i(. Whom can 
we trust, if he's a rogue V' 
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M. Lou. " What do you mean T" 

The Locks. '* I was speaking to myseIC tlnrorlu- 
nwe fellow !• 

M. Dim. " I am the unfortuDate." 

The Locks. " There are maoj, too many, more UD- 
fortunate than you (^pointing to the elatp of the apron). 
You aee this buckle, it is my workmauship. About 
eleven months since I nas at I^ Courtille, with some 
friends, one of whom, laking a great liking to it, asked 
me if I would sell il. I lold him thai I would not, but 
that if he was so much in loTe with it, I would willingly 
make him a present of it. .He accepted it, we drank a 
bottle or two together, and &om that time the clasp hu 
been his, unless ilhas changed masters." 

M. Lou. " And how do you call him 7 What is his 

The IjOCKS. " Frederic ; he is a brother workman." 
M, LoH. "A very clear account. Madame Bou- 
leau, go instantly to the Commissary ; tell him weliave 
nearly been assassinated, myself and wife, and beg him 
from us to come here immediately, to receive my state- 
ment, and the evidence of the lodismith ; go, go." 
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iKdy— A niFflgiiiioii— Reniii to 81, lAure— Sculnce for life. 

Is Spite oflhe most imminent duiker, Frederic and 
Susanne had preserred aufljcieat presence of mind (o 
carry off the pocket-book of M. Lombard, and put inio 
thrir pockets two or three bags of gold. On their return 
to the lodging, th^ only required a moment to breathe, 
and divest themselveB at the fear they had experienced. 
At the sight of the brilliant results of a capture which 
had nearly entailed on them such a sad terminatioa, all 
the friends jumped for jtw. Frederic then perceived 
that he had no apron; a cloud of disquietude appeared 
on his brow, but it soon passed away, and bis gaiety 
returned. They employed themselves in counting the 
money, which exceeded in amount their utmost wishes 

Frederic. " Well, come, this time we have made a 
pretty good booty. We shall have no occasion lo visit 
ihe/«icfli." 

SusANME. " We must steer our boat so as to live 
(Himfoilably and happily." 

Adele. " And honestly ; I must return to that." 

Henkietta, " That of course is included. Can 
we be happy unless we are honest ?" 

Ad. "'niere is oothiug in the world like being able 
lb walk along erect, and without owing anylhiDg, of 
having injured any body. Apropos, my dears, you are 
not ignorant that we have a debt to pay, and a sacred 
one. The first thing to-momtw morning I will go and 
discharee it. I wilt lake them an order for a thousand 
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Fbed. "To whom T" 

Ad. " You do not remember, then, what we bate 
promised?" 

Hen. " Do you ool remember, Frederic, the voman 

Feed. " The father of ihe liimily whom our banker 
has thrust so inhumanly out iolo the streets: — I do not 
oppose your intentions. Yes, let us give a thousand 
francs to these poor people, it is not too much." 

The remainder of the day and the fbUowJng oighl 
passed in building castles in the air ; tbey did not close 
an eye all night At four in the morning Ad^le arose 
to go and perTorra the work of benevolence, to which 
all ^e party had so freely subscribed. Susanne and 
Henrietta dressed themselves, and went out to market 
to make purchases for breaklast, which was to be a 
splendid one. Two houn afterwards thnr returned 
with abundant supplies and some domestic utensils, 
. such as plates, lire-irons, sereial stew-pans, a gridirtra, 
a !ipil,and a walnut-wood table. 

Svs. " Put it down there, my good fellow ; here's 
something for your trouble. Are you satisfied V 
' PoRTEH. " Forty sous I If the ricli naid as gene- 
rousljr, bread would not be so dear; any other time 
when yon want me " 

Hen. " Stop, and have something to refresh you ; 
they are going to bring up some wine, and I am sure 
he has deserved to have a drop of something to 

Port. " Vouare veiygood, ma'am.*" 

A VrsTNER's Mab. " Here's the twelve bottles of 
wine you asked for ; there is not a drop of water in it ; 
all neat, and good measure, like yourself." 

Fbed. " Have you got yourcorkscrew J" 

V. MtH. " I never go without it," 

Fred. " Draw six covksfor us, then, to begin with. 

V, M«K. " Will you have any more whilst I am 
here ? It will give me no trouble if you wish me to do 
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Fred. " No, it Is enough." 

V, Mab. " Since Ihat will do, I lake my leave of 
this amiable 9(M:iei]r.'' 

Hen. (pouring out the wine) " Let those <nho wilt 
drink come here. Porter, here is yours ; it is the 
fulleat ; you have the fini draught ; these ate new 
glasses." 

Fred. "Whodriaks? who drinks: 

Port. " Since you are so kind as to invite, yout 
health, ladies; yours, my worthy ciliien." 

He laid bis glass down on the table, and weot out. 

Frederic, tben beginning to empty the tmskels, said, 
" Peas, the kettle, I rench beans, peaches ; ah, this fruit 
is a treat I and we must refuse nothing that is good." 

Heh. " He must be poking bis nose every where; I 
tell you that there is nothing more." 

Fbbd. '* Ah! what is that?" 

Sus. " Whitening to clean the windows." 

Fked. " Ah, that is Tery necessary, the whitening." 

Hen. " Did you think we were going to live always 
in such mess and dirt?" 

Sus. " No, sir; here we sball be like living in a 
jitile palace." 

Hex. " So that one can admire one's self in the 
squares of glass." 

Fred. " Coffee, sugar, brandy I Ah, ah t only see 
here what a prize I— a leg of raution I I never was 
more delighted t I should not be astonished to find a 
roasting-jack." 

Hen. *' Yes, my dear, a toasting'jack I — the spit 
shall turn to-day. Come, quickly, Susanne, and lend 
me a band, that we may have all ready before AdSle 
returns, that we may only have to place ourselves at 
table." 

rhey had soon made the preparations for this first 
feast, the produce of an opulence after which they bad 
so long sighed ; when the leg of mutton was cooked to 
a turn, Susanne began to lay the cloth. 

Hbk. " Well, Frederic, what do you sfly to it 7 Have 
we not done everything in style?" 
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Fred. " I see thai you undersiaad tliese matten 
perfectly." 

Sus. " Who now would venture to call us any tfaiog 
but gentlefolks?" 

Frud, " Who would venUiie to do anything of the 
sort but slanderers?' 

Sus. " Does Dot this look well?" 
■ f BED. '* Capital," 

Sui. " Ah, now we want some plate; but Paris was 
not built in a day!" 

Feed. " Oh, we can eat our partridges without 

Ueh. " NeTCT mind. Hike to baie it though; it does 
DO harm in an eslabliahment ; (de uatad henelf on 
Frederie'i kneej we shall have some ; sha'nt we T It is 
■o genteel {enUmicmg Atiia). Would you like to be dead 

Feed. " No, i'faith." 

Hem. " How kind wai the charcoal not to destroy 

Sus. " I should be very sorry not to find myself in 
this world. It proves that, however wretched or mise 
rable we may be, we ought never to destroy our- 

Heh. " But for the masons, but for the plaster and 
rubbish which (ell so opportusely, the worms would 
have eaten us very soon." 

Fred. " Can't we find some other topic of coiiver- 
satJooT What is past, let it be past; there is no occa- 
sion to think fiirther upon it." 

Sus. " Yes, sptak o' 
ever! long live jollity T' 

Fred. " I have a devil of an appetite.'' 

Hen. " And so have I : there will be m 
press me to eat; I shall play a famous knife and 

Sus. " If Addle were but here, we might begin at 
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Fred. " I should think not, unless the is bringing 
ihe family with her." 

8ci. " And she is quite silly enough to do such a 
thing; Henrielte, go and see." 

Hen. "How curious you are.'' 

In crossing the room she mn agsinat the (able. 

Scs. " The giddy girl I she his upset the salt- 
cellar 1" 

Heh. " Oh. never mind ; I will throw a little over 
in; left shoulder." 

She then went to the passage ; and returned with 
looka of fear. 

" My friends, we aie lost I" 

The room was instantly filled by a troop of gen- 
darmes aiid police officen, headed by a commissary, 

" In the name of the law," said Ihe magistrate, " I 
command you to give me all your keys. Gendarmes, 
whilst we make the search, do you watch this man and 
that woman ; 1 shall look for them at jour hands." 

A Brigadiek. " Well, they shall not escape." 

The CoMwiBSARY. " It appears that they have a 
festival here, ((^lervitig a tnuff-box.) If I am not 
mistaken, here is one of the objects specified in the 
declaration. Let us see: a tortoiieshell box with a 
gold rim ; im the lid, the portrait of Madame Lombard, 
chased on a medallion; on the reverse, Ihe united 
cyphers of the two, in hair, with the date, and a heart 
in flames, with a hearts-ease in a knot of love. Tnis 
answers the description precisely. Gentlemen, Ma- 
dame Lombard is here; you can judge as well as 
ro^seir, if you look at this, which perfectly coincides 
with the description given," 

One of the AssisTAKTS. " There can be no doubt 
of it.' 

Con. "Then we have detected the thieves. (To 
Fredtrie.) Do you know one Jacques Richard, of the 
Rue des Gobelins?' 

Fred. " I had a companion named Richard, but he 
resided in the lauboarg Poissonniire." 
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Com. " The same. Have you ne»er liad any tiling! 
that was his V , 

Fbed. iAtide) "The apioo he sold me.— I see, Mon- 1 
sleur le Commiasaire, that all denial will be useless. [ 
commitled ihe tobbery." 

Con. " We did uot require your confession : t 
had abundance of ptoor. — {Ht predneed lie o^on, 
tehieA he shotved him.) — Do you recognize this as 
belonging lo youT" 

Fred, " I recogtiiie it but too well." 

Com. " Are you not a freed convict V 

Fbed. ■' Yes, I was." 

Com. " These ladies, loo — we have some accounts 
of them. Gendarmes, conline this youth, and pat 
the handcuffs on the women. Do not spare them." 

Fbed. " They are not jfuilty." 

Com. '' Gendarmes, do your duty." 

Whilst they were eieculine the orden of the Com 
missary, some one knocked gently at the door. A 
police officer opened it, and a lady entered whose tU- 
most elegant appearance and decent exterior raised a 
prejudice in her favour. 

Com. "What is the lady's pleasure! The lady 
does not look like a Ihief ; but, under existing circum- 
stances, 1 cannot do otherwise than inquire what may 
be her errand here V 

LiDr. " What Inant hetel I came to bring some 

Com. " You caroe, you say, to bring some 

The Ljidy. (Opening her hatket.) " Here, ]o6k, 
there is no occasion for mystery. These are muslin 
bands which I have brought lo be embroidered. 
There are thirly-four ells : must I unfold it ?" 

Com. " No, no ; thai is not necessary : but since 
you work, of course you are in business f 

Ladt. " I keep articles of embroideiy, and have I 
an aasorlment of the newest kind. You are married, ' 
sir, I presume: if your lady should wish to make « , 
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few purchasM, this is my address. — {Giving Mm a print- 
ed card.) — Madame Derval, Boa1i>vard des Inralides, 
' near the Rue de Babjione. She will find at my houM 
all she may require, and on fair terms. 1 am Tery ac- 
commodating. 
' Con. " I see it is truth. This lady's Tiait has 
nothing; suspicious about iL The motive is a naturd 
one, and there is no reason nhy she should be detained. 
I be^ your pardon a thousand times over, madam ; but, 
in our siloation, we are sometimes compelled to ap- 
pear rude." 

At the moment nhen the lady, just od the point of 
retiring, replied by a courtesy to the e^icusei which the 
commissary made, tno other police-agents arrived — 
Coco LacouT and Fanfan Lagrenouilte ; who, petceiv- 
iag her, looked at her with peculiar attention. 

C. Lac. '* I think I have the honour of knowing 
madame.*' 

F. Lio. " And I am sure that I have seen her soine- 

I.ADY. " Possibly; bat you .have the advantage 
of me." 

(This was said with an air of embarrassment.) 

C. Lac. " But surely you know me t" 

Ladt. " Really, Sir, 1 do not." 

F. Lao. " The more I examine the lady, the more 
convinced am I that I am not mistaken. On the word 
of L^renouille, I know you. Come, no gammon i 
you are au old baud. Confns: come." 

Lady, {ffhote agitation became more visile.) 
" I really don't understand you. Sir.** 

F. Lao. "Stuff, siuffl You know the mot. well. — 
(,To Coco Lacour}—She3 one that cbd patter flaih 
as well as you or I.'' 

C. Lac. {Ifith eagemtti.^ " I am Jig- You 
are the old lady of Lerouge. Your name is Adiie 
d'Escais! 

Lady. (Stammering.) "It— II—. You mis* 
take. That is not my name." 
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F. Lao. "You aie right. Coco: it is Adele! It ii 
she as surely as I shall ilie in day." 

C. Lac. (jivtlinff kin hand inio the lady's basket and 
fitUng in if) " I will wager that there is a bit of smug- 
gling here ; it souads like iron. Let me be sure what 

LxDV. " I will spare you the trouble," She opened 
the basket, aud took out a bunch of keys with a 
bundle of receipts, which slie threw ioto the middle 
of the room. 

" Yes, I am Adfele, and what then?" 

Com. " She will make the quartette." 

Bkicadier. "The country dance is then complete.'' 



This young lady must be strictly watched, 
eye on her." 
Before the tribunal Adfele confessed all her c 



Keep 
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e her misdeeds she joined to the avowal 
a recital of her troubles. The jury groaned to bear 
them ; but the narration did Dot alter a sentence to per- 
petual confinement. It was the first time thalTso ter- 
rible a sentmce was carried into execution against a 

When she came to have her head shaved, and to put 
on the gray frock, Adfele shed a torrent of tears : " After 
having strived by every means to be honest or to die, 
to be thrown alive into the torob ! These gates of Saint 
Lazare, which I have seen close upon me, will never 
open again. Never 1 never! for perpetuity I for per- 
petuity 1" she repeated incetaantty, and in the most 
neurt-rending tones, and her words half stifled with 
sobs. These sorrows have not yet terminated — Adelg 
•uSers yet. 
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CHAPTER LXV. 
THE CHEVALIERS GRIMPANT8. 

TJie Ammwi it tonjimrl—The lllmrr o( l imijoimVr— Thf (lib iliaa 
— Tbe i^nB or fi>ini]iB— FerpeiDil Uoghlri— The gonpineur i U 
deuerte— The nlatalun fOrien— Advice In fke reader. 

The Chevaliert Grimpanli, called alio eafeun au £on- 
j'lmr, (fon»£iira (te bortjoan, bonjmtrien, an those who 
introduce IhecnselveK into a house and carry off in an 
iasiant Ihe firsi moTsble commodity that falls in their 
way. The first bonjourieri weie, 1 am assured, aervants 
out of place. Hiey were at first few in number, but, 
loon acquiring pupils, their industry increased so 
rapidly, Ibat from 1800 (o 181'i, there was scarcely a 
day th^t robberies were not committed in Paris of from 
a doien to fifteen baskets of plate. Coco Lacour, from 
whom I have this fact, has told me that, at the com- 
mencement, all the bonjouritri made a common purse ; 
but at a later period, when they found amongst them 
idlers, who, without taking the least trouble, or making 
the slightest exertion, were desirous of sharing in the 
common spoil and general produce, this co-fratemal 
corobinatioD ceased to exist, and each began to work 
solitarily, and on his own account. 

The most famous bonjonriers.at least those who were 
pointed out to me on my entrance into office, were 
jDdetsan, Ftoretit, Salomon, Oorot, Coca Lacour, 
Francfort, Cheinaax, HauteoUte, Mayer, Isaac, Levi, 
Michel, Titu, and some others whose names do not 
at this moment occur to me. 

The Almanach du cemiaeree, I'yilmanach royal, and 
that with twenty-tiTe thousand addresses in it, are, for 
a bonjourier, the most interesting worbs that can be 
published. Every morning, before they go out, they 
consult them ; and when they purpose visiting any 
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particular house, it is verr seldom that they are Dot 
acquainted with the names of at least two persons in 
it ; and that iliey may effect an eoirance, tney inquire 
for one when tbey see the porter, and endearour to rob 
ihe other. 

A bonjoarier has always a gentlemaDly appearance, 
and his shoes always welt made and thin. lie gJTos 
the prefereiice to kid before any other leather, and takes 
care Id bruise and break the sole that it may nol creak 
or make any noise ; sometimes the sole is made of felt; 
at other times, and especially in wiiiter,lhe kid slipper, 
or dogskin shoe, is replaced by list shoes, with which 
tbey can walk, go up stairs, or descend a staircase, 
without any noise. The theft au bonjimr, is effticted 
without violence, without skeleton keys, without bur- 
glariously entering. If the thief sees a key in a door of 
a room, he first knocks very gently, then a little harder, 
then very loudly; if no person answers, he turns the 
handle, and thus enters the antechamber. He then 
advances to the eating>room, penetrates ev.en'lo the 
adjoining apartments, to see if there be any person 
there ; returns, and if the key of the sideboard is not to 
be seen, he looks in all the places in which he knows it 
is generally deposited, and if be finds it, be instantly 
uses it [o open the drawers, and taking out the plate, 
be places it generally in his hat, after which, he coven 
it with a napkin, or fine cambric handkerchief, which, 
by its texture and whiteness, announces the gentleman. 
Should the bonjourier, whilst on his enterprise, hear 
t|ny person coming, he goes straight towards him, and ' 
accosting him, wishes him good morning (fe boTyoar) * 
with a smiling and almost ^miliar air, and inquires if it 
be not Monsieur " such an one," to whom be has the 
honour of addressing himself. He is directed to the 
story higher or lower, and, then still smiling, evincing 
the utmost politeness, and making a thousand excuses 
and affected bows, he withdraws. It may so happen, 

• WbenM the name of " bonjiatrier," &c. — TiUNau 
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thai be has doI had time to consamoMie his larceny, 
but most frequently the business is perfected, and the 
dtscDveiy of loss onlif made too late to remedy il. 

At the first sight, nothing can be more amiable or 
more prepossessing than the counienaoce of a hi^atir* 
ter : he has an incessant smile on his lips, he is afrable, 
respectful, even when he has no object in being so ; but 
that is all trick and grimace. After a few years exer- 
cise, he laughs in spite of himself; it is a habit, which 
at length becomes chronic, and he does it habitually, 
and without consciousness. We do not meet ionjour- 
Urt every day, but we coniinually find ouiseWes 
face to face with youns abb^s, or old nnfrocked 
priests ; and a Tlsage modelled at tlie Seminary never 
loses the form which has been systematically im- 
printed on it. If a devotee's mien may be retained for 
ever, we may easily credit the same perpetuity for a 
smiling, simpering countenance. If you doubt what I 
'syj %" to 'he petite Rue Sainte-Ann, and ask to see 
M. Coco. 

Sometimes, despite bis elegant and insinuating way, 
it happens that the bonjovrier pilches on persons who 
are acquainted with his character and penetrate hit 
intentions, and not only suspect, but search him. In 
this case, if he has the property found upon him, he 
falls at the knees of the persons who are storming at 
hJln, and to appease them and induce them to lake 
pityonhissitualion, he tells them, with tearsin his eyes, 
a doleful tale of bis wants, his woes, bis tribulations; a 
tale already got by heart for the occasion, before he 
started on his perilous vocation. He belongs to honest 
parents : the dire passion of gambling has tempted, 
urged, impelled him into crime : it is his first attempt; 
if he be handed over to justice and the severity of the 
laws, his father, mother, family, will expire of shame 
and grief. If his ready tears produce uie anticipated 
and successful effect, and he be told to go hang himself 
some where else, his repentance lasts until he attains 
the threshold : If they be inflexible, he is in despair 
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until the polici 

reauTnei his pristine iieretiily, and the muscles, piegoaat 

of a smile, retuin to their accustomed laxity. 

The majority of the thieves in this particular line 
commence their incursions with morning, at the hour 
when the housekeepers go out for their cieam, or have 
a goiaip whilst iheir masters and mistresses are in bed. 
Other boiyourieri do not open the campaign until near 
dinner time; thej pitch upon the moment when the 
plate is laid upon the tabie. The; enter, and in the 
twinkling of an eye, ihey cause spoons, forks, ladles, 
&c. to vanish. This is technically termed goapiner i 
la detierte. (clearing the cloth). 

One day One of these j^uupiiimri d !a rfcnerte was on 
the look out in a dining room, when a Eerrant entered 
carrying two silver dishes, between which were some 
fish. Without being at all disconcerted, he went up to 
ber, and said, — " Well, go and bring up the souf^ the 
gentlemen are in a hurry," 

" Yes, sir," said (he maid, taking him for one of the 
guests, " it is quite ready, and if you please you can 

At the same time she ran to the kitchen, and ^e 
^oapinaiT, after having hastily emptied the dishes, thrust 
them between his waistcoat and shirt. The girl re- 
turned with the broth, the pretended guest had retired, 
and there was not a single piece of silver left on the 
table. They denounced this theft to me, and from the 
statement given, as well as the description of the person 
committing the robbery, I thought I had recognised my 
man. He was called Cheinaux, alias Bayer, and was 
discovered and apprehended in Saint Catherine's mar- 
ket. His shirt was marked with the circumference of 
tJie dishes, in consequeuce of the remains of the sauce 
lefl in them. 

Another body of bonjota-Urt more particularly direct 
their talents to furnished houses. 

The individuals forming this class are on foot from 
the dawn of day. Their talent is evinced by the adroil 
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mode in which they baffle the vigilance of the porters. 
Tbejr go up Ifae staircase, sometimes on one pretext, 
aod sometimes on another, look round them, and if 
they find any keys in the doors, which is common 
enough, they torn them with the least possible noise. 
Once in the room, if ihe occupant be asleep, brewell 
to his purse, his watch, hia jewels, and all that he has 
that it is valuable. If he awakes, the risiier has a 
ihonsBod excuses ready, 

"A thousand paidDns,sir, I thought this was No.1 3;" 
or, " Was it you, sir, who sent for a bootmaker, tailor, 
hairdresser,'' Soc. ice 

Jews and some females, not all Israelites, are the 
principal persons who carry on the war in this depart- 
ment. More than one traveller, stripped by them 
whilst sleeping, has been left with only the shirt on his 
back. 



Reader, if you would not have any apprehensions 
from the Chevalier* grimipantt, never leave the key in 
. yoiiT itoor : never hide that of your sideboard, for they 



eriainly find it; but conceal it in your pocket. 
Let your porter have a bell or a whistle, (o indicate the 
arrival of a stranger, and the sloiy he is going to ; don't 
let him be bootmaker, tailor, not shoemaker; let him 
have no trade but that of a porter. Do not allow him 
to sweep in the morning, without keeping his door shut, 
or else leaving on the look out his daughter or some 
other person. Do not forget, as 1 believe I have told 
you before, that thieves are in Ihe practice of searching 
under the mattresses, the carpets, in the vases, the 
sideboards, behind pictures, in the corners of the fire- 
places, in the curtains, Sec. Desire your servants never ■ 
to allow any person to remain alone, in any room be- 
longing to your apartments. If any one in your ab- 
sence asks permission to leave a line for you, let your 
servant mind how he goes to fetch the paper ; rather 
desire him to send for it, or else desire the visiter to 
leave it at the lodge, where they will give him what be 
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Distrust all hawfcen of glass, teUen of wooden 
spoons, menden of crockery, Savoyards, and Ihat 
roTlng army of men and women who carry about miu- 
lins, linen, calico, he. &c. Follon the milliners wbo 
go up stairs wiih their cards and boxes, setleis of deco. 
rations for toilettes, and othera who (»me to ofler you 
goods : all these trotters and trampers ale thieves, or 
in alliance with 'thieves, to whom they give all le- 
quisile information. Always be on your faaid when 
there are, or after there have been, workmen in the 
house you inhabit. Most frequently one or more rob- 
beries are committed after the departare of masons, 
tilers, whitewaahera, bricklayers, &c. Never deal with 
old clothe)' men, old lace buyer*, but in the ttreet. If 
you can do otherwise, never lodge id the same house 
with a washerwoman, a medical man, a midwife, a 
commissary of charity, a pawnbroker, a justice of the 
peace, or commissary of police, a lawyer, or a con- 
stable. Aroid houses where there is much bustle, and 
perpetual ingress and egress of penjde. 
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CHAPTER LXVI. 
THE BONCARDIERS, 






The BONCiRDiEBS are ihierea who rob shops during 
the nighl. Boneardieri never plunder Trom a shop- 
keeper withoul hafiog first recoDooitred (he obslaclei 
that maj be in the way of Iheir enlerpiise. When 
they have projecled an entrance into any particular 
shop, morning and evening, for several successive days, 
they lurk about in the ^leighbouthood, to assist at the 
opening or shutting up of the place. They then remaijt 
how the fastenings are made, and if ihey are difficult 
or not to dr^w back : Ihey endeavour to ascertain whe- 
ther or not there be a dng on the premises, or if any 
person steeps there. Frequently, to be more assured 
and to obtain all the information they require from the 
fountain head, Ihey go to the shopkeeper under a pre- 
tence of purchasing ; sometimes they do actually buy, 
but always mere trifles, which Ihey are as long in de- 
ciding upon as possible. No one is so indecisive as a 
torteardier on the look out: he comes, he goes, comes 
again, goes again, returns — aad when the price is 
agreed upon he still wavers as to his choice. 

The shopkeeper who happens to perceive the same 
individual espying the approach to his establishment, 
or has a visit from one of^ ihose purchasers who bate 
him down, " cAimI " him dovtn, penny after penny, will 
do well to be on hia guard. Let him procure a f(ood 
dog: ^e largest ere the best fur defence; but for 
walcbing, I decidedly pve the preference to h smiil. 
one, tbat breed which has the finest ear and sleeps tlic 
lightest. The roslom of having some person to sleep 
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in Ihe ihop ii one that canaot be too stroogly iDsisted 



The boncardier* are generally well knono thieves, 
already marked by the police, and, therefore, but sel- 
dom go out by day, for (ear of meeting the police- 
Most geneially a thopkeeper, before he retires to 
rest, desires his clerk or shop fills to put every thing- 
in its place : chairs, stools, ladders, and all the move- 
able furniture. He would act more wisely were h« 
to desire them to do piecisely the contrary, for the 
gieater the confusion the more thieves are perplexed 
and embarrassed. He would do much better were he 
to leave his shop in disorder, a chair upsel, a stool 
well placed for any one to tumble over ; the least noise, 
and consequently the slightest fall, leads to ineviiable 
detection. Boneardien seldom visit crockery sellers, 
or dealers in children's playlhings and toys : at the 
shops of the former breakage is to be feared ; at Ihe 
latter, the incumbrances are dangerous. What perils 
to encodnter in traversing in datkness amongst legions 
of animals I a hand touches them, a fpot iaau^nardlj 
placed on one, soap they go ; a shepherd is knocked 
in two, or a lamb bleats. Flight is inevitable — Ihe 
alarm in given. 

The country boneardien are for the most part osten- 
sibly tradespeople who travel. They never arrive but 
Btniglitat the place where they intend to levy con- 
tributions. A few moments afterwards they commence 
their operations, and the goods, as fast as Ibey are 
stolen, are deposited in their travelling carl, llie job 
finished, they proceed to another place, where they sell 
piecemeal what they stole wholesale. If they have: 
appropriated to themselves articles of gold or silver 
easily recognized, they convert them into Ingots. 

One ofthelirstcareaof thebonrariJte>'«is to alter the 
appearance of the booty they have acquired. If-they 
be silks, or woollens, or cambrics. Etc., they take otf 
the end of each piece, and cut out, or in some way de- 
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*troj, the mark or number that can indicale that tbey 
procured them aol ia the tegular way of trade,althougfi 
they Bometiraes visit Ihe manufacturers themaelveB. 
The fall of a few light planks placed on a Tery slight 
cord extended across the shop about four or five feet 
from Ihe ground, is Ihe best trap that can be Uid for 
the deteclioD of Ihe bonaiTdiert, particularly when they 
have commenced their expedition without a dark lan< 
tern. When they walk groping along, their hands are 
thrust forwards, and it may happen that thej touch 
the cord ; but then the thieves gain nothiug, for the 
slightest motion commuiiicaltd to tke string will cause 
the planks to fall, and considerable noise is produced ; 
the thieves fear that some persons will come, and as Ihey 
have no incKnallon to be caught in the very act, JUt- 
grtmtt delicto, however bold or determined they may 
be, Ibey make off as fast as possible. Detonaling 
peas thrown on the Soor may also cause a timely ex- 
plosion and alann. 

Hiere are not means wanting whereby to protect per- 
~ i and their property front Oie attempts of the bon< 



lock is mot a mystery, but I fear to explain myself fiilly. 
I think these thieves might be reduced to complete 
inaction if honest folks would be advised to reflect on 
the circumstances which have thwarted the best pos- 
sible devised plans for eSecting a robbery. . During 
some years, working locksmiths have imagined amulti- 
tude of secrets, traps, and surprises ; but ail these in- 
ventions, so very expensive, are not within the reach 
of the community at large. Let those persons who 
wish to be in security at a small expense, and protect 
themselves and property, come ana consuil me, and 
I will, with pleasure; initiate them into plans of but 
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dentially that I nan leveal to the parties interested the 
system which inuat inlkllib|y1ead lo this result wiihuut 
the vigilance of the police, which is so frequently 

Whilst mentioniDg tbe countrv boneardjer; I haTe 
forgotten to remark, that, as neli as the eicarpet, or 
assassins by profession, thry are always furnished with 
regular pansports, yery correctly examined by the au- 
thorities of the districts through which they chance to 
pass. It must be remarked, that it is in France only, 
that honest persons incur any risk in tiavelliog without 
papers : rogues, on the contrary, take care how ihey 
bring ihetnseWes under the law and ordinanceH, by vir- 
tue of which a brevet da eirculation is required for the 
least change of place. If I were a j^endarme, the per- 
son bearing a passport that had unde^oiie the vim 
should always be suspected by me. Dangerous vaga- 
bonds and ramblers have great care how they hate it 
noticed, and set down, as it were, at every step, that 
they are not in a state of vt^abondism, or wanderln); 
about without end, purpose, or business. The man of 
irrepToachitble character gives himself but little uneasi- 
ness respecting these ibrmaUties ; he passes them by, 
either because he is negligent, or because he has an ob- 

Cion to placing himselfin contact with anything that 
rs the name of police. As he has a consciousness 



f polio 
of his own innocence, both as respects his 
intents, and bis actions, he does not think that ever; 
body in the world should have a right to say to him, 
"WitereureyouyoiHydj? fFkeredoyoticomefioml" If 
he loves his itignity,his liberty, his independence, apass- 
port is to him a real humiliation, because the necessity 
of pulling it out whenever and wherever it is asked for, 
exposes him to the inquiries, and to the impertinent ob- 
servalioDS of a gendarme, who can scarcely read, or of a 
patrol who is no better informed. The gendarmes them- 
aelies are so well persuaded that to ask any person for 
his passport is to affront him, that they very seldom 
inquire of well-dressed persons; Ihey generally content 
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tbemselres with looking at them, and saluting ihem as 
they pass. 

A well-dressed man is perhaps a friend nf the attor- 
ney-general, the (DIM jirifet, or the mayor; a well- 
.. dressed inao is perhaps a man in office, whom it is best 
not to disturb. The injuiiciiun to show a passport is 
always more oi less offensive; it is an order which 
oHeiids self-love, because il comes from so Iowa source, 
and there is no citizen who does not esieeni himself, 
and think himself, higher in rank and consideration 
than a gendarme. I say tlint ihis injunction is an order. 
I add thai il is a moat imperative order, because it is 
impossible not to obey it: and then, by a very natural 
susceptibility, the feelings revolt at the thoughts of a 
iDotiveleaB suspicion. The law prescribes, that ih« 
gendarme should consider as suspected every individual 
whose countenance is not familiar to him. Thus, I am 
suspected, not because my conduct has legaliied this 
species of precaution, but from the sole &ci of my exist- 
ence; the law insults me. 

This is not all ; according to political circumstances, 
or the caprices of local authorities, a passport applied 
for has more than once been refused. A passport, then, 
is a permission, il is moreover a lax. Let us hope that, 
in future, all the inconveniences that I have described 
will disappear. I do not presume that ihey will en- 
tirely do away with passports, but Ibat Ihey will sup- 
press the abuses and vexations to ,which they give birth, 
and thai they will impose on us no longer those super- 
fluous posling-bills, in which the vagueness of a de- 
scription ihat -suits every person, exposes us to perpe- 
tual suspicion and imperiin^iice. Remember the un- 
fortunate Chauvei, the victim of a mistake of M. the 
kind's attorney -general of Saini Qiientin. 
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CHAPTER LXVn. 
THE DETOURNEUBS AND DETOURNEUSES. 

The robbery^ la delotime'a ihat which is effected whilst 

makinK purchases at ft shop. This species of plunder is 
practised b} individuals of both sexes; but tfx tUtour- 
iwutei, or lady prig*, are generally esteemed more ex- 
pert than the deto;irneurt, or gentlemen prig*. The 
reason of this superiority consists entirely in the diSer- 
enceofdress; v omen can easily conceal a very large 
parcel. I have followed dtloumeitte* who, having be- 
Iween iheir thighs a piece of stuff iwenly-five or thirty 
ells in length, walked without letting it fall, and went 
in this way for a considerable ditlance wifliout appear- 
ing the least encumbered. 

This is the mode adopted by the tiiieves, male aod 
female. Si la detovnie. One of the gang goes lo a shop 
and asks for several descriptions of goods, which he has 
opened, and whilst he appears occupied with choosing, 
. one or two accomplices come in lo purchase other ^oods. 
They always ask for the articles which are kept in the 
upper shelves, and behind the shopkeeper; and whilst 
tie IB turning his back to seek for the goods asked for, 
one of the thieves takes up what is most convenient and 
nearest, and immediately makes off. 

Robberies i ii delmirne aie very frequent both in 
Paris and in the country ; they are committed in great 
numbers at the feirs of St. Denis, Beftucaite, Guibray, 
RJieims, lUetz, and Montmeile, near Lyons, 

The deto-jriK'uei are always flegaully attired, unless 
th^y are dressea like cour try women, and then theii 
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gotb is rich . iliqr bave what they call good and hand- 
Mine, and for the most part represent thcmselvea lo be 
(hopkeepera. 

Ine best way to escape their clutches ii not to show 
them any new articles until you have put away that 6rst 
produced. Thus it is eiuy to couut whit is put 
on the counter. In retail shops it would be an advi> 
nble plaa, when there aie maoy custnmers to serve, 
that from time to time the shopmen should say to each 
other, ibtu mrdUe (two on ten), or else, uUumez let 
gOHSfua (twig the prigs). I will bet a thousand In 
one that, on hearing these words, the thieves, who have 
veiy fine ears, will malie haste to take themselves away. 

Delourneuri and iletoarneiuet employ all sorts of 
expedients to attain their object, aod rob the shop- 
keeper.. Those who usually fill the character of prejjo- 
raieurs selbct before hand and lay aside on the counter 
the articles ihey wish to appropriate to themselves ; as 
soon as all is ready, and the moment is opportune, they 
make a signal to their accomplices who are outside. 
They enter, wish to be 'served, and are in a great ap- 

Sarent hurry; the shopkeeper, not to lose a customer, 
ivides his attention, and whilst he is puuled what and 
who to answer, the goods disappear. Tliieves who 
prig clear muslin lace, napkins, or other light and small 
articles, have with them boxes made of pasteboard, and 
apparently carefully tied up, but which have a TaUe 
bottom that is moveable, aod gives a facility of in- 
Iroducing underneath those articles on which they lay 
them down. 

The deloumeutei hare pelisses or mantles, the lining 
of which form a pocket large enough to contain many 
articles; when they have not cloaks they have shawls, 
of a size to favour their projects ; the petticoats of those 
who are dressed like peasants are, in fact, game hags, 
with secret pockets and divisions. 

Some (fc/OTirneuiei are attended by a nurse, who car- 
ries a child, dressed in a very long frock. The nurse 
places the child on the counter, and, on lifting it up. 
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secretes also those articles which her mistress has placed 
convetiietitly io the nay. Detmmhtasei of an inferior 
grade have baskets with a double bottom. I knew a 
celebrated plunderer of lace, named Dumaz, who to 
attain her ends acquired a singular knack. Tbey showed 
her Mechlin or English point lace, and, on examining it, 
she endeavoured to drop a piece, and, if it were not 
perceived, with her right foot, the lues of which were at 
liberty, she placed the lace cleverly in her shoe, which 
was m^de large enough (o receive it. Sometimes, be- 
fore Madame Duraaz left the shop, ihe shopkeeper 
missed the lace ; she insisted on being searched, no one 
would e*er think of a receiving shoe, and as they found 
nothing, they were compelled to apologise to her, and 
10 think that Ihe piece of lace had disappeared before 
she came in. Who the deuce would have imagined 
that il was requisite Io examine her feel as well as 
tands ? The catechism only alludes to ihe picking and 
stealing of the hands. 

Jewellers are very subject to visits from detoaTnatn. 
One named Vdu, alias Henri, an officer of the free 
company of Simeon, passed his lime in considering 
the jewels and watches exposed to view, and when- 
ever he discovered a mass of riu]^, or other valua- 
ble ornaments, which, according; to custom, are laid out 
in cases placed in Ihe exterior window, he observed 
them wild attention, and the next day went lo the 
identical shop to jmrchase a ring. According lo iheir 
usual practice they presented to him several to choose 
from, and whilst appearing to try one on, he abstracted 
■ome articles from Ihe group of gold ornaments, and 
eubstilnted one similar in appearance, but unfortunately 
only of brass. If ihe rogue had not purchased, ihey 
might have suspected the fraud, but he did not Iry to 
bale them down, and paying Ihe price demanded, Ihe 
brass was placed in Ihe shop front to await the coming 

One Floreutin was one day at a jewellers, purrhas- 
iDgbrillianls, unset; a man came to the door a^ing for 
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charity. Florentin look a piece of money from his 

EtiTse and gave it to hitn; the piece of money slipped 
om bis fingers, the beggarstooping down, picked it up 
and went away. 

This circumstance was scarcely remarked. The pur- 
chase concluded, Florestin laid down four liundred 
fiancs, and had a bill of parcels given to him. All was 
settled, when at the moment he had closed the parcels, 
the jeweller perceived that he missed a gem valued at 
from live to six thousand francs ; they looked every* 
where for it ; the paper containing it could nut be found. 
Florentin said that he would not go out until they had 
searched him. That they might not disoblige him, (hey 
did search, but nothing waj found on him but the pur- 
chase he had JDSt completed; he had excellent papers 
and testimonials with him, and everything tended to 

S>Te that be was a man of utegrity and good conduct. 
ey let him go, and whither did he bend his steps? 
to rejoin the mendicant called Tarmel, alias Franx, his 
accomplice, who, with the piece of money, had also 
picked up the parcel of diamonds which Florentin liad 
expertly let fall. 

Shopkeepen of what class soever, particulwly re- 
tkiters, cannot be too much on their guard : they .ihould 
never forget that in Paris there are thousands of male and 
female thieves i la detoume. I here only speak of robbers 
by profession ; but there are also amaleurt, who, beneath 
the cover of a well-established reputation, make small 
acquisitions slyly and unsuapectedty. They are very 
honest people they say, who with little scruple indulge 
their propensity for a rare book, a miniature, a cameo, 
a mosaic, a manuscript, a print, a medal, or a jewel 
that pleases them ; they are called Chipeurt. If the 
Ckipeur be rich, do heed is paid to him, he is too much 
above such a larceny to impute it to him as a crime ; if 
be be poor, he ia denounced to the attorney- general, and 
sent to the galties, because be robbed from necessity. 
It muat be owned that we have strange ideas as to 
hoiiesly and dishonealy. 
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VOLETJRS IT VOLEUSES SOUS COMPTOIR. 
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La Cmurdi— Tba diipiiK. 



The Iheft tout enmptoir is of modern inrention, and 
it is necessary for the interest of trade to describe how 
it is effected. Individuals, for the most part females 
dressed like servants, look out in a large street for two 
shops situated nearly opposite to each other. Suppose 
them to be respectively the one a watchmaker's, ilie 
other a halter's; the thief enters the batters, and asks 
for a hat, taking care that what she wants is not ready ; 
it requires trimming, which will take an hour ; in the 
roean time she goes and returns, re-enters the shop of 
the hatter, stands at the door, and when she is sure that 
the watchmaker has seen her, she crosses quickly ovei 
the street, and going to the shop, says, — 

" Mr. So and so^(gLving the hatter's name) begs you 
will let me have two gold watches, from about a hun- 
dred -and-t wen ty to a hundred-and-lhirty francs value; 
it is for a present I desire to make to my brother, but 
master wishes to choose." 

The watchmaker recognizes the servant, and feeling 
quite safe, gives her tha watches, which she takes away 
with her. The watchmaker from his counter can sea 
her return to the hatters ; he almost assists at the exa- 
mination of the articles, sees them pass from the hand 
of the halter to those of his men, and cannot have but 
a single doubt,— that they do not please. A moment 
afterwards the trimming of the hat is terminated, the 
servant takes it, and going over to the watchmaker, 
«ays to him— 

" Sir, my master has chosen that of a hundred-aud- 
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lliirly francs ; I am goiug a liitle way to carry a bonnet 
home, and when I relum 1 will come and sellle with 
jou, but you must take off something." 

" Welf, well, we shall see,'' says the watchmaker. 

One hour, two, — three pass away, no one returns ; 
he Ihen determines on going over to the hatlei?, when 
the whole aflair is explained. 

It frequently occurs that two shopkeepers are robbed 
by the same person. One of the female practitioners 
in this line, named Comiarde, went to ft linendiaper, 
and asked for some cards of lace for the wife of the 
goldsmith opposite: the draper did not hesitate to 
giie Ihem ; la Connarde with a bandbox in her hand 
went to (he goldsmith, and asked for two gold chains 
for her mistress who was opposite; then going out 
immediately, without leaving the bandbon, she relumed 
to the linendraper. 

" Madame," she said to her, " my mistress wishes 
to show the lace to one of her friends." 

" As she pleases, we are in no hurry about it." 

She then returned lo the goldsmith: ■■Madame," she 
said, " will examine the chains, and when 1 have le- 
turned from my errand, I will try and agiee with you 
for a small one (or myself." 

Thesf 
was thoi 

was the first who became impatient, and she v 
to see her neighbour. 

" Well, what do you think of the lace? You can't 
do belter than keep them all." 

" Do you think I would late lace for my chains?" 

" Did I not send you a bandbox full this morning by 
your servantr 

'' You mean to say that your .lurse came to ask for 
two fashionable chains for you." 

" Neighbour, you are dreaming most certaiitly." 

" I think you are." 

" Nonsense, [ did not come to joke, but inqiiira 
about the lace. ' 
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" I do not joke anymore than you do, we are talking 
about gold chains, and you ha*e two of miDe." 

On both SiOes they begao to use high words, and the 
dispute became exceeJingly warm, when the goldsmith 
himself arrived very h propo* lo explain to the ladies 
that Ihey had been lobbed. 
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CblAPTER LXIX. 
LES CAREUBS. 



n Caran tnls— TLt liqwir- 
nd SKUlMndird— Ththeighl 



n or noni;!), present thtniiielves in a. 
leinjl shop of great business: after baling purchased 
geveral anicles, they give in payment a twenty-franc 
piece, or else another coin whose value consideiabi; 
exceeds Ihe amouot of iheir purchase. The shopkeeper 
g'ives Ihem the change; they remark, nhilal examining 
the mone]' they have received, one or two pieces which 
aie differeni from Ihe others ; and if tlie opportunity 
of making such a remark does not occur, they conlrive 
Ihe means of making it by the introdnction of a piece 
of diflerent stamp. Be this a.i it may, when shewing 
lo the shopkeeper the coin he has given or thinks he 
has given, they say, — 

"Havejou any more such pieces as this? if you 
have, and viill agree to my proposal, I will give you a 
• per cenlage an every one you have, never mind how 

The old pieces of Iwenty-four sous, those of twelve, 
Ihe imalt crown pieces, ttie crowns of six livres, cither 
i la vache or with Ihe W, are the kind lo enable them 
to make a proposilion of this nalure : but woe to that 
■hopkeeper who allows himself lo be seduced by such a 
proposit Lon, if, on proceed ing lo the search for ihe coveted 
coin, he allows access to his till to the persons who 
offer him the profit : he may be assured that they will 
subtract the cash with .so much legerdemain, that be 
will not be able to detect Ihem. This is what tliey 
term prigging 2 la eart ; and Ihe thieves who prac* 
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lise this ip«cies of robbery have takeu Ihe nanc cf 
Careun. 

There are do expedients to which these roguos do 
not l>3T'(' recouise to dupe the tradesmen : to*day the; 
employ one stratagem, to-morrow they have another; 
but there is always some exchatige in the a^ir ; and 
thus, whatever be the pretext under wliich a stranger, 
man, woman, or child, present themselves with and 
offer to exchange money, it is prudent to turn a deaf 
ear, and dangerous to yield to the temptation. How 
many money-chane'ers, loltery-ofGce keepers, tobacco- 
dealers, bakers, Tinlaers, grocers, butchers, &lc. have 
been duped by these aiir»it cheats, who most particu. 
larly address themselves to extensive retail dealers I 

llie Garemri are easily known, for as soon as the 
till is opened to select the , money that they pretend to 
want, they inrallibly plunge their hands into the drawer 
as if to help in the selection, or point out the particular 
pieces they require. If, by chance, the shopkeeper has 
occasion to go into his back shop to get the change for 
the piece of gold tendered in payment, they follow him, 
and arrange so well, tliat they contrive to get their 
fingers into the bag. 

Nearly all the Careen are gypsies, Italians, or Jews, 
The woman Caron, of whom we .have heard in the pre- 
ceding volumes, wai a tnnst expert Carente. One 
day she entered a liquor-shop, kept by the Sieur Carlier, 
in the market Saint Jacques, Madame Carlier was 
alone. The woman Caron called for a glass of aniseed, . 
paid with gold, and made her plant so well, that, after 
ten minutes conversation, the mistress went into the 
room to get a bag containing seven hundred and fifty 
francs. At the end of a quarter of an hour Caron went 
away, but scarcely had she departed when Madame 
Carlier, who can attest Ihe fact, as she is still living, 
counted her money, which she found reduced to 
half its original amount. The Careme had so com- 
pleiely wheedled her, that in her presence she really saw 
double. This robbery having been denounced tome. 
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b^ tlie skill displayed I felt convinced I knew the 
luihoress of )l, who was apprehfended, convicted, aod 
senlenced. 

There is not, I believe, any presti-digiiator(s]ight.of- 
Vand~man) in the world who can compete with (he 
famous DucAesi mentioned in these MetDoirs". One 
daj, whilst a baker's wife, in the Rue Martinrille, at 
Rouen, was examining a sutn of two thousand francs 
which she was carrying in her apron, she took from her 
nearly half. The baker's wife, feeling that her load was 
v> much lighter, found that she was robbed, and wai 
going to have Ihe Ducheit apprehended ; but she would 
not give her the chance of doing so, saying to her : — 

" XjKik, ma'am ; count your money," 

The baker's rib counted, and foiind it right to a penny. 

The male and female purloiners fi la care are also 
very expert in effecting a substitution of one article for 
another. A jeweller shows a gold ornament or precious 
stone ; ihey purchase a trifle, and leave crystal or 
paste in lieu of some valuable trinket or gem. 

The woman Caron, the Duchess, and another gypsey 
called la Gaipard, had devised a singular means of 
robbing priests. Clothed in mourning, (lo imitate, 
as much as possible, the widows of rich farmers,) they 
went to church, and endeavoured to draw into conver- 
sation the letter-out of chairs or the candle-lighter. 
They know that these inferior persons like to gossip. 
The pretended widows questioned them on the subject 
of the pecuniary situation of each of the eccleisiBSIics of ' 
the parish, and as soon as one of them seemed worth 
" powder and shot" {yaloir le coup defiuit, that was iheir 
expression,) to obtain access to them, they desired them 
to say masses, or else, poor frightened souls, they sub- 
mitted to them some case of conscience, and testified 
a desire to accomplish good works. It was their inten- 
tion to give alms, and they besought the priest lo point 
out to (hem the unhappy and indigent whom they 

• Vol, i. p. 59 &.;. and vol. iii. p. 184 
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could solace in their misery. The priest diH not fail la 
tell them of sevetal poor wretches who were in deep 
distress, and fitting objects of iheir bounty ; and thejr 
iDStanlly hastened to visit the necessitous paupers men- 
litmed to them, either giving them money or clothing. 

" It is lo the recommendation of M. Sucli-an-one," 
they told them, " that you are indebted for the iulereal 
we lake in your unfortunate situation.' 

These indigent parishioners ran to thank M. Such-an- I 
one, who was enchaoied at his penitents. He was 
their ghostly adviser and spiritual director; he knew 
their inmost hearts, they were all virtue ; he would have I 
administered the sacrament to them without confession. 
But once thus established, this confidence which he had 
in the pious relicts costs him dear. Une moroiug, or 
one evening, the time bf day is not of much moment, 
the ecclesiastic was completely plundered, and the 
pious women disappeared, and were seen no more. 

They robbed in this way a priest of St. Gervais, 
whose watch, purse of gold, and other valuables they 
look ; and a priest of St. Medard was in a similar 
manner laid under contributions by these gypsies. 
When they had thus reduced the servant of God to a . 
nakedness perfectly apostolic, they put the copestone on 
their wickedness, by robbing the unfortunate creatures I 
whom ^ey had assisted. They went to their house, , 
inquired into their wants, made them open the cup- I 
boards, drawers, examined every article in their ward- I 
robe, under pretence of seeing what they most needed, I 
and if, during the operation, they saw a watch, buckles, 1 
chain, or anything of value, they secreted it, and then 1 
manifesting a desire to go away, " It is well, my | 
children," said mother Caton ; " I know what you want 
better than yourselves ;" and at the same moment she 
went out, taking care, to prevent an immediate di»ci>- 
very, to mak* them accompany her to the bottom of 
the staircase. The people whom these wretches plun- 
dered with such atrocity were usually poor creatures, , 
who, even ia the depllis of the grealesl distress, have 
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■^ presetTud still aome relics of former days and original 

Whilst I naa in the police, more than sixty com- 
' pljinis, in which were described such acts, were de- 
nounced against the woman Caron or her daughter. 
At length I conlrived to arrest these abominable crea- 
tures, who are atill in prison. The gypsies do not con- 
fine ihemselreB to these means of appropriating to them- 
selves the property of another: they frequently commit 
murder, and they hiTe Ihe less objection tocommit amur* 
der, because theyhave no feeling of any kind of remorse; 
and ihey ha*e a peculiar kind of expiation whereby 
Ihey purify themselres. For a year tiley wear a coarse 
woollen shirt, and abstain from taork (robbing). 
This period elapsed, they belieTe themseWes as white as 
snow. In France, the roajotily of the persons of this 
caste call themselves Catholics, and hare every external 
show of great devotion. They alwnys carry about 
Ihem rosaries and a crucifix; they say their prayers 
ni){ht and morning, and follow the service with much 
attention and precision. Id Germany, they seldom 
exercise any other calling than that of hor^e doctor, or 
herbalist: some addict themselves to medicine, that is 
to say, profess to be in possession of secret means of 
elfecting cum. A vast number of them travel in 
bodies, some tell fortunes, others mend glass, china, 
pots, and pans ; woe to the inhabilanlE of the country 
overrun by these vagabonds I There will infallibly b« 
a morlatity amongst the cattle, for the gypsies are very 
clever m killing (hem, without leaving any traces which 
can be converted into a charge of malevolence against 
them. They kill the cows by piercing theri to Ihe 
heart with a long and very fine needle, so that the 
blood flowing inwardly, it may be supposed that the 
animal died of disease. They stifle poultiy with 
brimstone; they know that then they Will give them 
tlie dead birds; and whilst they imagine that they ha*« 
B taste for carrion, they make good cheer, and eai 
delicious meal. Sometimes they want hams, and llien 
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Ihey take a red herring and hold it under ihe DOie or a 
pig, which, allured by the smell, would follow tham to 
tile world's end. 

I ahall not expatiate more fully on the niannera ol 
the gypsies, confining inyseif to referring the curious 
readei to the interesting history published in Germany 
by ihe learned Grellmann,* in which he will Knd an 
exact Elocount of this people, the individuals of whow 
ipecies haie been introduced with so little truth by the 
- - -er of our time. 



• HMoire set Buhemiftu ; or, Picture ol Ihe Manners, 
Uugea, and Customs, of Ihis wmdering Tribe, with hisioriciJ 
Tcsurches on Iheir Origin, Lftnguage, and Hrtt appearance in 
Kurope. By H. M.Q.GrellaUDn. Tranalaled from the Gcr- 
mao. Second Edition in 8vo. Pvia; ChauDiotil.fioakHUcr 
Fatei* Royal. 
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LEa ROULETIBRS. 

r-r abediFnt drirti— The botl n>bbiir— Tbe iliadeio of Ihe Quhd at 
NHpim— The iHamaodji sad tbe bill in (he Rua Fifpilloa -^Pi* pn. 

The RouMien are those who plonder ponmanteans, 
imperials, and other property, froitt carriages, on which 
they ar« placed. The majority of rouletiers are of the 
working class, and usually dressed as porters, niessen. 
gers, or waggoners. At one time they existed in con- 
siderable niimbeiH, and had their stations in various 
parts of Ihe city, where the arrival of coaches, carriages, 
&«. were tnosi freqaent, and afforded the best fiicilily 
for the prosecution of Iheir designs. The Rue d'Eufer, 
the Fauxbourgs Saint-Honore, Saint'Marlin, Saint- 
Denis, the Boulevaids, the Place Louis XV., (he Rues 
des Bourdonnais, des Lavandi^res, Tire-Chappe, and 
Montoigueil, weie incessantly infested by rouletien. 

When robbers of this class had cast their eyes on an 
errand cart or other rehicle containing lu^g^e, Ihey 
followed Ihera, and at the first halt accomplished iheir 
design, and but few carriages are used which have not 
paid somelhing like a contribution to ihem. The Hrst 
who ejcelled in Ibis department, were Faafan Maiton, 
llie brothers Semier, Jean Goupi, Herriex, Cadtt, NU- 
*el, Dnboii I'InioIent, Roblol, Ltffranee, Ligny, Dori, 
&c. all men as daring as eipert. Post-chaises, berlins, 
taxed carts, diligences, no sort of vehicle came amis* 
to Ihem, and they plundered with incredible audacity. 
One of the gang accosted (be wagoner, and detained 
him at the head of his horses, whilst the others opeoed 
the waggon and look out the bales, boies, Sec. 

[ have been told, that the brolbers Serrier, aud two 
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other rouletien, being at nightfall on Ibe Champ! 
Elysfes, the elder, having enlereti into converaai ion with 
acoachnian,eRdeaTOured to distract his atteniion whilst ' 
his comrades were al work. Suddenly the driver, per- 
ceiving by a motion at the back part of the coach that 
his vehicle was weighed down by some persona behind, 
wanted to see what occasioned this movement ; " I 
command you not to took back," said Secrier to him, 
and the charioteer obeyed, 

I have been assured, that very frequently it has oc 
curred thai Goupi has got on a coMh in the market- 
place, and taken dowr) trunks as if belonging to biro- 
Htr. 

One day I fctlowed a famous roalelUr named Got- 
net. On reaching the Hue Saint D^nis, he jumped up 
on a coach, put on a cloak and cotton cap which he 
found lying close lo his hand, and io this dress got 
down again with a portmanteau under his arm. It 
was not later than two o'clock in the aflernoon ; but to 
elude all suspicion, Gosnet, on alighting, went straight 
lo the contbuHeur (guard), arKl after having spoken 
to him, turned down a street close at hand. I was ia 
wailing for him, he was appreliencted and sentenced. 

The roitletiert are not the best informed people ia 
the world, and thus sometimes in their eipedilions 
they carry off booty of considerable value, but Ihe 
worth of which they are complelely ignorant of. One 
of them, whom the robbery of a trunk belonging to the 
Queen of Naples had made possessor of a diadem, 
made a present of it to a common girl with whom he 
lived, wishing lo spare himself the expense oF an orna- 
mental comb which he had long promised her. For 
want of a belter, she condescended to wear the 
royal ornament, and appeared decked with it at a 
ball in the Hue Fr^pillon, in the Cour St. Martin. It 
was no doubt the first time that diamonds had ever 
been seen there. 

Would you set all the rouletiers at dehance I Do nol 
bslen on yoor travelling trunks, nor your imperials. 
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«ither witb leather straps or cords, but nith iron 
^ains which cannot be Torced nilbout communioting 
' witb a bell concealed in a secret place nhich will giro 
the alarm. This piece of advice is for travellers, ana. 
not for waggoners. They must have good dogs, the 
fiercer the better ; and tliese guardians should be kept 
-within the conveyance, and not underneath it. Let 
carters nevei go alone when they can do otherwise ; let 
them abstain from the bad habit of going into all the 
alehouses on the road. The offer of a (flass of beer, 
wine, or spirits by a stranger i) frequently only a 
trap to catch ttaU. They are thieves who regale the 
unsuspecting carter. 

V/asherwomen will do well to hare their cart* 
watched by a grown up person, and not by children 
who fall asleep, or whose attention is very easily dis- 
tended from their charge. They show them a cock- 
chafer, and the cockchaTcr and the thief fly * away at 

Messengers who ate returning, should never put their 
money in bags placed one on the other, as is the osual 
custom ; on the contrary, it is necessary that they should 
have il constantly in view ; if not, whilst Ihej are walk- 
ing on foot, ihey may search, lind, and tnake off with the 
cash. Thieves have had ibe perseverance to go many 
leagues in a light cart, following some object, and 
awaiting a piopitious moment to effect llicir purpose 
and decacnp, 

• ro/er is to " rob" il<I » fly swiy" Jso_The (.ua uImI 
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' LES TIREUBS. 

.Tha oxurof theliunrd un— ThFEiiglliliniDil lb* psrtvlf— Tha 
, f/oHiur—Ejn M tha fing«ra' end' — Chicivu — Xh« dJiHH pick- 
pocket — Th* fog md Ihr npTiXvt — Tbe mul of butimeis — Kmvaej 

The Tireurs frsl had ihe name of fioaevri, under 
which title vie shall class another aon of rogues, to 
whom it does not, however, so appropriately apjier- 
lain ; for in the begin ning.ytotieurj signihed Ihe persons 
who seek thefloue, Ihiit is, a large assemhiage of per- 

The tireuri, or volmri a la lire (anglice plckpoclie(s), 
aro those who abstract from people's pockets, purses, 
money, watches, snuft' boxes, &c. be. lliey are gene- 
rally well covered, and hiivn neither canes, nor gloves; 
fur not only do they require the liberty and free exer- 
cise of their hands, but also the finest delicacy of 

These gentlemen, of wliom it would be unjust to 
say that they do not work with their leo fingers, 
generally carry on their trade three or four together. 
It is in crowds that Ihey eSect their designs, and there- 
fore they ftequenl meetings, Itiies, IkiIIs, concerts, 
theatres, at the time of going ir., and &lso at the ter- 
mination. Their station is that where canes, coats, 
and umbrellas are left, because the throng is always at 
that spot. They attend churches also, but only at those 
times and seasons when some solemn ceremony attracts 
a large concourse of the failhfiji. They are on the 
look out for all rows and disturbances, and frequently 
begin, and always encourage them, either by pretended 
insult, or some other equally ingenious mode. There 
(re tireuri who are accomplices with showmen. The 
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Eroprielor oflhe learoed ass, which must be remembeied 
y all Paris, was Ihe lallier of a gang of pickpockets ; 
when the ass began his tricks, the tirears did not put 
their hands in their own pockets. 

Ballad-aingers, mountebanks, out-door conjurers, 
bave nearly all alliances with these cut-purses, and 
' participate in the profits of the spoil. In Paris there is 
not the smallest congregation ot persons, or the most 
iritlinf disturbance, but the pickpockets thron); there. 
These gentlemen are eierywbere. 

One day, whilst, with his hands in his pockets,an En- 
glishman was observing the soldiers exercising on the 
parade, si little pickpocket named Dulac cut bis watch 
riband. A minute afterwards the gentleman discove ted 
Ihat he had lost something, looked on the ground, then 
examined the watch riband, and although it was easy 
to perceive that he had been deprived of his seals, he 
searched his pockets and felt all about him from head tu 
foot; at length, astonished at not finding what be had 
lost, he exclaimed, " QoddtBt, the devil has carried off 
my seals ;" and whilst, from a carelessness of manner, ha 
laughed as loud as his neighbours ; the thief, with some 
of bis comrades and accomplices, stood a few paces 
from him, irailaling and mocking him. 

Nothing is mote easy to detect than a pickpocket; he 
never stands for a moment in any one place, he 
must be perpetually on the move, always coming and 
^oing. This mobility is necessary for him, because it 
increases, his opportunities of looking persons in the 
face, and also 10 assure himself whei her or no there is 
any booty. When a pickpocket approaches a crowd, 
he swings his hands about as If by cliance, but. con- 
trivps to strike ihem against the pocket or fob, that he 
may ascertain if they contain anything. If he thinks 
(hat it is worth the trouble of his emptying it, the two 
accomplice?, whom the prig calls bis noiine* or non- 
neura, each lake their post, that is to say as neat CJ 
possible to the person who is to be drawn. They preb> 
and squeeiic against tiim as if he were in a vici', whiL i 
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endeaTouring to conceal the hand of the operator. A 
watch ot a purse ma; be the lesult of the attempt, and 
it lo, it is instantly passed into the bands of an accom* 
plice, the coqueur, who makes off with the booty m 
quickly as possible, carefully avoiding any appearance 
of hurry or anxiety. 

One remark is very essential, to make, namely, that 
at the end of any spectacle, after church, or at the let. 
minatioa of any meeting that lias drawn It^ether a 
lai^e assemblage of persons, pickpockets s^m deslrouj 
of returning against the stream of the crowd which if 
going out. Readers, you are warned ; wben you see 
one or more individuals attempting such a maiiceuTrp, 
looking up in the air and pushing hard, be on yout 
guard. It is neither on the safety-chain, nor the buttun 
of your fob that your dependence can or should be 
placed 1 they present no olKlacles. Thieves are, on Ihe 
contrary, quite contented that precautions of this kind 
should be adopted : Ihey are the security of the citiieD, 
he has a chain, his fob is thereby protected, be fears 
nothing, he does not think of attending (o the safely of 
Ms watcli, that would be a superfluous caref what can 
happen to it ? The chain is cut, the button twisted off, 
and the watoh disappears. Pickpockets have not the 
appearance even of touching it, but they have eyes »'. 
their fiDgers' ends. 

Howerer, theie is a mode of setting at defiance all 
their art and subtlety; turn, that b to say, twist your 
watch fob; one or two turns are enough, and then you 
may set at naught the arts of the most doteny dramtr, 
however skilled in abttracts, and Ihe talent of appro- 
priating to himself the purse, watch, or snuff.box of 
another. 

There was in Pa.ris a thief of such incredible dexlenly 
thai he robbed without an accomplice. He placed 
iumself in front of a person, put his hand behind him, 
and took either a watch or some oiher valuable. Thi* 
■peciea of thievery is called the vol i la chicane. 

A fellow named Molin, nlias MoiUia le Chapelitr, 
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bein|[ under Ihe portico des Frain;ais," was desirous of 
si^aling a genlltman's purse : the sufferer, wlio <*as 
Dear (he wall, tliought he felt some one picking hit 
pocket ; Molin, full of pieseDce of mind, tSecled his ob- 
ject in an inslani, the purse was loin from the pocket, 
De opened it, and taking out a coin, asked for a llckel 
for the play. Al the same moment the person robbed 
said to him, — 

'* But, sir, you have taken my purse, give li to me.*' 

'• The devil I have," replied Molin, with an airof 
affected surprise, " areyouquitesure!'' Then looking 
atleotivelv at it, " By heavens I 1 thought it was mine. 
Oh i sir, 1 ask your pardon." 

At the lame lime be relumei the purse, and all the 
bystanders were persuaded that he bad done it involun- 
tarily. This is being^y, or I know nothing about it. 

At the time of the great fog, Molin and n pal named 
Doil£ were stationed at the environs of the Place Jes 
I tali ens. An old gentleman passed, and Doilc 
stole bis waich whicli he passed to Molin. The dark- 
DUS9 was so great that he could not discern if it were a 
repieater or aol, and to ascertain this, Molin pressed 
down the spring : the hammer inslantly struck on the 
bell, and by the sound the old man knew his watch, 
and instantly cried out, — 

" My waich! my watch! pray restore me my watch, 
it belonged to my grandfather, and is a family piece." 

Whilst altering these lamentations, he endeavoured 
logo in the direction whence the sound had proceeded, 
lo gel hii watch again, as he expected and hoped to do. 
He came close up to Molin, who, under cover of Ihe 
dense fog, put his hand, with the waich in it, close lo 
the old genlleman's ear, and, pushing ihe spring again, 
said, whilst the watch was striking — 

" Listen then to ils sounds for the last time;'' aod 
with this cruel advice the two thieves then went away, 
leaving the worthy undone elderly to bewail his loss. 

• A theatre at Piris.— Ta. 
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The ancient mteun i la tire cite sli1l,3s amongst i!m) 
celebrated personages of iheir profession, two Italians, 
the brolhen ferdure, the eldest of whom, convicted of 
forming one of a band of chauffeurs, was sentenced to 
death. Oo Ihe day of execution, theyounger, vtho was 
at liberty, wished to see his brother as he left the prison, 
and with several of his comrades took his station on 
the road. When thieves go out in the evening into a 
crowd they generally have a preconcerted word of 
alarm or summons, by which lo call or distinguish their 
accomplices. Youog Verdure, on seeing the tatai car, 
uiiered his, which was fiV^, to which the criminal, 
looking about him, replied large. This singular salute 
given and relumed, it may be imagined Ihat young 
ferdare retired. On his road he had already stolen 
two watches ; he saw his brother's head fall from the 
Block, and either before or afterwards he was deter, 
mined to carry matters to their utmost. 

The crowd having dispersed, he returned to the 
cabaret with his comrades. " Well, well," said He, 
laying down on the table four watches and a purse, " I 
think I have not played my cards amiss. I never 
thought lo have made such a haul at my fraltT'i death; 
I am only sorry he's not here to have his share of the 

What will the advocates for the punishment of death 
saytolhis? That it is efficacious, salutaiy ? Thisia 
a powerful proof, certainly. 
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CHAPTER LXXII. 
LES FLOUEURS*. 

Th* nmctT fiDdc™— A mod bolH« of wins— Tlif Saim-Jna—Lc rent 

The Jloueurt, who should lalher be tenned thejcutHr; 
go generally iwo or Ihtee logelher. One of Ihera goes 
lirat, holding In his hand a twenty or forty-sous piece ; 
Btid when he sees a man whose appearance bespeaks 
him a stranger — the cut of whose clothes, boots, and hat, 
the mode of whose hair, a complexion more or leas 
hale, a gaping and inquisitive look, are the indices by 
which a yoteJ is easily distinguished ; when, I say, 
a^fiotieur, who is ia advance, perceives these marks of 
raslioity, he lets the piece of money fall clereily froin 
bis hand, and then stooping, piclLs it up in a way that 
the passenger must observe. 

" Sir," says the rascal, on rising up, " has this piec? 
of money fallen accideotally from your pocket r* 

" Ko, Sir," is the reply of the stianger, 

" Really, Sir, if it were worth more," the swindler 
says, " 1 would offer you the half; but for such a trifle 
it IS not worth while; if you will allow me, I will ofier 
yon a bottle of wine." 

If the stranger accepts the proposal, the thief put* 
his hand on his cravat, or else takes olT his hat as il 
he were saluting some person. At this signal, which U 
called the Saint Jean, the accomplices precede him, 
and running forward, instal themselves in a cabaret, 
where they begin playing at cards. 

An instant afterwards, the individual who is sup- 
kiMd to have found the piece arrives, with the stranger 

* Anglicc, nng.dra^pen — Fb. 
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wliom thuy propose to dupe ; ihej bolh sit down ; but 
the straa^ar is always so plac^ that he can perceift 
the cards of one of the players — '"an arranged manouvre 
which attracts attention; thejTai has seen it, or i> 
directed to it by his frienil, who tells him how badly 
the cards were played. Bets are laid on both sides; 
the stranger u induced to talte a part, which they lei 
him do, and he is sure of winning his money. He 
takes the cards hiuself, and having put his cash into 
the -hands of the man he entered with, which is veir 
natural, because he is on the same side with himself 
he plays ; but, by an incredible btality, he loses, and 
then the s!iarpers, laughing, drink at the expense of 
the suiue (flat), that is Ihe name they give their prey. 
The trick on the cards by which Ihese gentlemen con- 
ciliate fortune and ensure success, they call the verre en 
filun. 

A simpleton who was noodled into going into one of 
these cabarets, on the dropping rig, saw the trick, 

" Saciedieu!" he cried, " if I were allowed to bet, 
I would lay twenty sous that I would make Ihe i 

The bet was taken ; but before be began to play, the 

" One moment, gentlemen, if you please 1 shorl 
reckonings make long friends;" end drawit]g from his 
pocket a money-balance, " I wish," be added, " to see 
if your louis are full weight ; I wili answer for mine; . 
besides, as you will not win them, that must be indif. j 
fcrent to you." 

He weighed the louis, which were deficient thirteen 
grains in all. He asked for three francs to be added ; 
and when the sum was made up, he played, lost, and 
remained perfectly slupified. Tlie game was la Iriotitphe, 
and he had king, queen, nine of trumps, and two other 
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wilji strangers, and most decidedly Dot lo play with 

It is not, peihapa, inopportune to advise stiaiigeis, 
on their airiial at Paris, to clad themselves al'rcsh 
from liead to foot ; it is tbe on^ mode of not be- 
coming a point of attack to all sharpers. They should 
go to the sign of the Ciieau volaul, and give otderr 
to tailor, boot-maker, hatter, &c. &c. 
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LE8 EMPORTEURS. 

Tlvc (Cnllrmni who Int I).«si>lT«~Tht CBriwItlri oT PlTU-Tkt 
Md the riliit ■n»V».'"™' '"" '"™' 

TatRE are in Paris individuals nhon) we see from 
iDorning till evening in the public way ; they have no 
determiDed object, but yet are coutinuaily promenading 
up and down Uie principal streets. Tliey may also be 
frequently met in public places and at meelings of all ^ 
sorts; such as the Tuileriea, the Palais Royal, the 
Jardio des Plantes, that of the Luxembourg, the 
Louvre, the Carousel, nr the Place Vendome, al the 
time of parade, the galleries of ihe Musee, and, in fact, 
everywhere that there are a great number of strangers 
and country people. 

The sharpers I allude to are always clothed, if not 
elegantly, yet very neatly. Tliey might be taken fer 
inerchantB, or at least for men of business. These 
worthies hunt in leashes; one of them goes <m first, 
and on perceiving a stranger, (and wiih a little tact a 
stranger may be known at one glimpse,) he accosts 
hiiD, inquiring vei^ politely for some street which he i 
knows to be in the irainediate vicinity of the place in 
which he is. 

The stranger of course replies, that h« is not a resi- 
dent in Paris ; then the swindler, taking the ball at 
the bound, s^S' — 

" Nor am I ; it is, in fact, so very long since I was 
in the capital, Uiat I am completely lost in the midst 
of the manifold changes that have been made here.'' 

On reaching the comer of the street, the " lost gen- 
tleman - reads the inscription, and cries out, " CMi, this \ 
IS Ihe street ; I lentember now," 
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Whilst nalking oa beside the alranger, he enlers into 
con venation ; and leading the.subject to what is most 
curious at the moment in ihx way of sl^hu, talks lome- 
limes of the wardrobe, sometimes of the king's apart- 
ments ; at another period the theme is pictures, or some 
interesting exhibition ; at one time it was the corona- 
tion costume of Napoleon, at another the crndle of the 
King of Rome ; subsequently that of the Due de Bor- 
deaux ; again, the stage, the giraffe, the Algerine am- 
bassador, or perchance the Chinese. In fact, whatever 
the bait may be, the sharper is going to procure a 
ticket for two persons, and not having any friend with 
him, he makes an offer to the stranger to accompany 

It is either an officer of the guards, or a person of 
the Cbftleau, or some personage of consideration or 
rank, who has promised this ticket ; he is to meet him 
in a coffee-house close at hand, as appointed ; and he 
requests the stranger to go with him. Should consent 
be given, a preconcertea signal is forthwith made to 
the two accomplices, who form the rear-guard, to go 
forward. The coffee-house is not very distant ; the 
stranger and bis companion speedily arrive there; the 
latter goes to the bar, as if to inquire if the person 
whom he expected had arrived, and when he has done 
this, he invite* the stranger to go up stairs into the 
billiard-room ; he soon follows, and says that his friend 
will very shortly arrive. 

" Id the mean time,"' he adds, " let me offer you a 
small glass of something," 

The small glass is accepted, and they continue 
looking at the billiard players. 

One of the players makes a fine stroke, which the 
eleerone points out to the stranger, the game goes on, 
and chance strokes aie made every moment. The 
player who ought to win loses the game ; he does not 
care a rush, he says ; he would as soon lose as win ; his 
uncle's estates will pay for all ; besides, although he 
has lost some, there are others left behind quite as good, 
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and, so saying, he chiuks the crowns in his pocket. A 
singular stroke presents itself, he induces thu straoger to 
b«t with him, and if he has ihe weaJtoeas to be tempted, 
farevtell to his money. 

The stranger is not always content with betting; 
sometimes taking a cue, he offers to play the one who 
looks like 8 booby ; he piques himself on winning, and 
the more he does so, the suier is he of being plucked. 
The pretended bad player makes so many chance 
strokes, that he comes off conqueror at last. I know 
persons who, in this way, have lost from three to four 
thousand francs. 

A member of the impetial university, M. Salv^e de 
' Faverolle, an old gentleman nearly eighty years of age, 
lost at Lthis two watches.a gold chain, a hundred double 
napoleons, and besides these a sum of six hundred 
francs, for which he gave a bill of exchange. He did 
',bul, by way of intimidating him, ihey made 
ave Ihat he had belted. Uis eicerone, ere he had 
recognized him as being an old doctor) and amateur of 
natural history, had proposed to him to go and assist 
at some experiments about to be undertaken for llie 
purpose of ascertaining the nature and effects of th« 
poison of the rattle-snake. 

" Well, the serpent, when shall we see it !" repealed 
M. Salvage, incessantly. " Oh, it will not be long 
first, ** replied the cicerone; " I am no less impatient 
than yourself lo hear the rattles," — and by the " raltia," 
he meant the rattle of the old gentleman's money. 

The sharpers who thus Heeced him, have received 
the name of eraporteurs ou billard. On my accession to 
the police, the number of this class of revues amounted 
to twenty-eight or thirty, ihey are now reduced to 
fuur-fifths of that number, and I may safety say, that 
the reduction was effected by myself. Those who now 
carry on the system are nol rich, the others are dispersed, 
after detention longer or shorter in proportion to the 
nature of their offence. Before my time the emporleun 
OK bUlant were only punished administratively, that it 
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to say, Brbitrarily. lliey were wnt for a few months 
to Bicitre, and oii their quitting that prison, they were 
coDducted by the gendaimerie to their own deparlmetit. 
I was the first who quoted agaiiiBt tbet« swindlers the 
use of the 405lh article of the code. I was thought to 
be correct, and all those taken io the act were seuteoctd 
to three years' confinement. This severity, united to 
the divulging of their mode of procecdiog', has power- 
fully cODthbuled to purge Ibe capital of tbem. The 
five or six anporteiiTt, who ate etill in Paris, may 
be compelled to abandon this sort of existence, as soon 
as it shall please the aulhoritiea — Why does it not 
please them at once t " Fuitheimore deponent saycih 
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LES EMFRUNTEUR8. 

Tr»al£ii( Inst— Portmsn tan (inn In chiirgi— Tke aordisD— Tta 
■riitocrau— Th» ingoli — Splndid DptrHion— Whst rmbarnHn. 
hanues— Theileposit— Tha Unit soldier, and Ihs msdmaa of CetU 
— BrilLiut) sDd ii^ini— M. Fnaiiigtr— Tb* tvin nilctt 

BciRROwiNO, in a wajr ihat partakes of anindling and 
robbery, is one of Ihe mosl ingenious modes tif appni- 

priaiing to one's self the goods of another. Ne^er did 
ttie empniTttevri make so much booty, as during tlie 
troubles of the Revolution, it was the season of theit 
propitious indiulry, which they exercised in the fbllow' 

Two men of mature age travelled post, taking with 
them a third individual, who passed for their servant. 
Tliese gentlemen had al! the externnl appearance of 
opulence, elegant and gentlemanly took, polite man- 
Dets, appropriate language, and the demeanour of 
noblemen. It waa impossible not to believe them to 
be personages of consequence, and, moreover, persons 
of veealih, to jndee by the way in which they lived. 
Tiiey only alightod at the first rate inns, or best lodging- 
houses; what most imported them was, that the land, 
lord should be one of the reputed rich men of the coun- 
try, and thus they always knew befoie hand the situa- 
tion of his finances, and if he had not much ready 
money, they could at least build their hopes and form 
their plaos on his credit. Under these considerations, 
the post-masters suited them to a turn. 

Arrived at the place they had pitched upon, the two 
travellers ordered the best room ; and whilst the house 
resounded with the orders given by these high and 
miglity dons, Ihe pretended servant was employed ":ia 
untodding the carrwige and carrying his roaster's luj;- 
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gace into the house. Tliis operntion was selrlom 
eflecled but in presence of all the servaula of the hotel : 
mastpr, mistress, servuits, stable-boy, cooL, and even 
scullions, all are gl^d on such an occasion to have 
n look; all have a tolerable sprinlilinK of cuiiosity, 
and iheae spectators aiding in Ihe unpncking and un- 
loading do not allov a single opportunity to escape 
them, by which they can ohiain favourable or unfavour- 
able conjeetures of the new comeis. 

They assist lo carry in the trunks Ihat they may 
ascertain their weight ; they would not be sorry to lend 
a hand at the opfning, and every portmanteau which 
they are forbidden not lo louch, is for them a subject 
of moiial cuiiosity and inquietude; iliey measure and 
weigh it with iheir eyes, and if it should seem heavy, 
or is it removed with any appearance of mystery, then 
is there a wide Geld open to conjecture. The new 
coiners nre wealthy as Crcesus, and have treasures in 
iheir train. t;onfidence of a boundless nature, com- 
plaisance, little attentions, all is besiowed on them: 
for them, they would one and all cut themselves into 
quarters. Cellar, kitchen, stable, and the whole house 
is revolutionized. 

The travellers, whose habits I am about to describe, 
were not ignorant of how much importance and con- 
sideration might be a portmanteau, well secured and 
fastened.' Their servant, who was the practiciil man in 
Ihe business, and aided materially in forwarding their 
plans, pulls out with much difGculty from ihtf boot or 
ipiperial, a sort of chest, whose size conliasled greatly 
with his eflbrls (o lift it out. 

" By Gemini ! it does not contain feathers," say the 

" I believe you,* replies the servant; Ihenturni- g to 
the host, hostess, or some one ofllie family, he stretches 
out his neck, adding, in a confidential lone, but so as lo 
be clearly understood by every body, " It is Ihe cash!" 

" Let me help you, let me help you," repeat five or 
six officious persons. 
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" Wait lill ihey help you," says the landlord, coining 
forward lo take a survey of tKe burden ; and when the 
box is placed on the ground, Uiey proceed to examine 
the fastenings, the ivorkraansliip of which they greatly 
admire. 

Each makes his own reffeciions, bi>t ibemost ii.(o- 
resting to come at is that of the master ; the servant of 
the gentleman has eyes and ears tor everything, and if, 
at this period, when assignatj alone constituted the 
public fortune, if the landlord allowed lo escape him a 
gesture, a remark, a look, which betokened his love of 
specie, that look, remark, or gesture was the gauge bj 
which they measured the extent to which they might 
lempl him. 

If there were any cl'ance of success, the travellers 
espied the propitious moment for the attack. One 
evening, when they were sure they had only kindness 
lo eiptct, they begged the landlord or his wife, or both, 
to come into iheir apartment, and they attended the 
invitation with the utmost promptitude. Then one of 
the strangers said lo the servant, " Comtois, leave us 
for a time," and as soon as he had retired the other 
stranger commenced the business. 

" We live in a time when probity is so rare, that we 
ought really lo esteem ourselves but too happy to meet 
with honest people. In coming to your house we have 
been extremely fortunate, and deem ourselves so. The 
reputation which you deservedly enjoy is to us a gua- 
rantee that rwe run no risk in conliding to you a secret 
vthich is to us of patamount importance. You know 
with how much ferocity the nobility are pursued ; 
every man of rank or naioe b proscribed. We have 
also been compelled to fly our country to escape from 
the fury of the Revolutionists ; they f ought, and still 
seek, our lives and foriuoes, and we have escaped with 
difficuliy, and well for us that we have, or else, as mat- 
ters now are,, tt would have been all over with us. A» 
last, God be pi-aised ! we arf, for a time, in safety, and 
with honest people." 
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Til is was ihe preamble, or exacdium. Afier tijvbg 



slated it will) all ihe solemnity of niisl'orluiie, ihc Ii 
veller made apause, intheenpectalion thai one of those 
questions would be asked which evince Ihe degici; uf 
interesi which the interrogator takes in your siiualiun. 
If ihis was satisfactory, he resumed : — 

" You ate not igiioianl that cash and sleiliug money 
have disappeared from circulation, and that whos'jever 
has any, coDceala it with the greatest cate, for fear of be- 
ing apprehended and treated like aiiaiistocral. We pos- 
sess a quantity of specie, as much as iifty thousand francs. 
Such a tarn is embarrassing, and, the more easily to 
conceal it from inquiry, we have melted itourselves, and 
made it into ingots. At this epoch we did not foresee 
that we should be compelled to exile ourselves instantly, 
so that at the moment of a precipitous departure wi; 
find ourselves almost without money. Up to this pe 
riod a few louis fiom a reserve wt made, has been suf- 
ficient for us, but we have not reached the terminatioo 
of our journey by a great deal, and who knows how 
long a time may elapse during our absence! In this 
situation friends are indispensable (o us, and ready 
money, for we cannot pay postboys with Ingots. We 
could address ourselves to a goldsmith, but who will 
undertake to say that he will not denounce us ? Tliis 
fear has determined us on applying to you ; you can 
serve us so far as to lend us on one or two ingots a sum 
of live or six thousand francs." 

It n:ust here be noticed, that the sum asked for viiLs 
always one that squared wilh the pecuniary means of 
the landlord. 

" II is not necessary to say, that in paying yon back 
your capital, we will also add the interest. That is a 
matter of course. As to the period of this reimburse- 
ment, you shall lix it at your own convenience, and the 
time elapsed, if you want to make use of the ingots, do 
so without scruple or hesitation. We will give you a 
written authority, which shall entitle and empower you 
to act in this respect with full and perfect liberty." 
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This home thmst beiog made, the innkeeper was sliU 
in a state of uncertainly as to the reply he should giw, 
6ut soon the ingots taken &oni the small coffer were 
extended before his eyes. The lightest of them U 
least was of the value of the sum required us the loan, 
and instead of one they offered two. The guarantee was 
douUe the loan, money could not be put out with 
greater security, and then the chance of appropriating 
the pledge in case of non-payment was not a slight 
argument and corsideration. It was not, then, extra- 
ordinary that the landlord should consent to do that 
which held out such tempting and brilliant adyantages. 
However, it might happen that he refused, and then, as 
they had no doubt of riis good will, they begged him to 
find in the vicintty some rich mas who would loosen 
his purse-strings, for, rather than haie recourse to a 
goldsmith, ihey were determined to make any sacritices. 

This was a delicate hint that they were content 
to pay excessively usurious interest, and the inn- 
keeper soon found amongst his friends some obliging 
capitalist. Tlie bargain was concluded, but before 
Ihey took their money, the Itavellers, still adhering to 
tbeir system o( delicacy, requested that the standara of 
the gold n.igbl be verified, 

" It is," said they lo the lender, " as much for you 
as for ourselves; 3S we have melted louts, ducats, se- 
quins, quadruples, and, in fact, all species of gold coin, 
we should be very glad, for your security as well as our 
own, to know what the metal really is. • 

The lender frequently was desirous of confiding en- 
tirely in the honour of the gentlemen, but ibey iosisted 
on the assay. But how to contrive it without awakine 
the suspicion of the goldsmith to whom they should 
apply, was a mailer of question. Each person gave 
his advice, but to all that was proposed there was some 
objection or difficulty raised. The sagacity of tba 
assembly was nearly at a dead stand-still, when sud- 
denly one of the sharpers became inspired ; " Oh, par- 
Ueu," he cried, " we are at the ass's bridge ; nothing 
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oanbe more easily accomplished niihoul in an; way 
putting the jeweller in our confidence ; let us Hie one of 
the ingots, ihe first that comes, and we will have the 
filings assayed. 

This expedient was deemed excellent by the unani- 
mous voice of the assembly, and the lender immediately 
began to file the ingot, the precious grains of which 
were collected in a paper left purposely on the table. 
The operation done, the emprvnletirt wrapped up the 
filings. This was the decisive moment ; tney made up 
the packet, but during these movements, for the paper 
into which had fallen only brass filings, they substiluted 
another exactly similar, which contained the filings of 
gold oftweoty-two carats. This the lender took to the 
goldsmith's to have it assayed,- and returned speedily 
with a smiling countenance, and rubbing his hands like 
a man satisfied with hia day's work. 

" GeQtleoier,''said he.on emering, "it is standard 
of the best quality,. and therefore the business is done: 
I will give you the cash you require, and you will have 
the kindness to give me the ingow.*" 

*' Of course ; but as in this world we do not know who 
may die or who may live, to avoid all dispute, we think 
it will be most fitting 10 shut them up in this box, (a 
box is always at hand,) on nhi^h both parties shall 
place their seal, and then tliis will be more conve- 
nient for us, in case we should not claim it ourselves ; 
in exchange for a small acknowledgment, which you 
will be so kind as to give us, you will give the box to 
any person we may send for it ; all is settled, and tbe 
party fetching it will know nolhingof the contents," 

iTie acknowledgment was thus expressed : — 

" I declare that 1 have in my possession a box, which 
I will return, on the presenting of this note, to the per- 
son who will pay me the sum of ." 

This corroborated the so essential precaution ol 
placing on the seals which was to be the guarantee 
that they would not exsmine the ingots. Thus tlie 
sharpers had time to reach another part of the counliy, - 
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vhere under ■he' faiour or incognilo, they began Iheli 

mancEUvie?, whith the; varied according 1o place and 

circumstance. 

The industry of the emprunteuT* did not perisb with 
the Bssignals ; only to attain the same ends, dcw modes 
have been devised and put into execution. We shall 
have proof of this in the following fact. 

Two robbers of this class, Francois Motelet, alias 
U Petit Soldat (the little soldier) and an Italiacf, Felice 
CituiLiHA, alias the Fou de Cette, had had made, Ibr 
the sura of thirty-five thousand francs, an ornaraent ol 
brilliants and sapphires. With this and an invoice 
they went to Bruseels, where they knew an old gold- 
smith retired from business, the Sieui Tihberman, ' 
who was said to lend money on pledges. They went 
lo find him at his house in the Rue des Sablons, and 
asked the loan of twenty thousand francs on the orna- 
ment. Timberman looked attentively at tne gems, 
and when he had ascertained the value, be declared he 
would not lend more than eighteen thousand francs 
upon it. This the empratiteurii accepted, and the 
pledge was immediately put in a box, on which each 
placed his seal. The eighteen thousand francs were 
counted out; deduction of interest was made before 
hand by way of certainty, and the Pltil Soldat and the 
Italian returned to Par.s. Two months afterwards they 
took a second journey to Brussels. The period fixed 
for the redemption of the jewels having arrived, they 
did go punctually, and Timberman was delighted with 
their exactitude, so much so, that on returning Ibe or- 
nament, which he did with regret, he offered them any 
service that was in his power lo perform'. These offers 
were well received, and they promised him that, should 
they again need a loan upon security, he should have 
the preference ; and we shall see that, in making this 
promise, the gentlemen emprvateurt had resolved not 
to address any other person but him, although, accord- 
ing lo custom, he had made them: pay pretty well fo*. 
the monej lent. 
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la Paris there ii a jeneller who, forfbrty yeus, has 
the exclusive privilege of fu/nishing jewels to the 
kings, queens, princes, and princesses, who have 
sparklei] ou the difTcrent theatres of Europe. la all 
parts of liis shop shine most ipleadidly tlie diamond, 
the emerald, the sappliiie, the ruby. Gutconda in- 
cludes less treasure, but it is all pure illusion ; in the 
maKic of their splendour they want the ideal of real 
value, and all these hues, so rich in ihe enchantments 
of colour, are but the sterile productions of deceitful 
re6exion : but no matter, at flrst sight nothing so much 
resembles truth as a lie, and the proprietor of these 
wonders, M. Fromager, was so skilful in his imitations, 
that unless a person be a real connoisseur, he will be 
deceived, and take the false composition for a veritable 
gem. The Italian and the Petit Soldat had no sooner 
been the possessors of the ornament north thirty-five 
thousand trancs, than, just apptecialors of the talent of 
M. From^er, they went to his warehouse, and ordered 
a duplicate. With the model before him the imitative 
jeweller went to work, and eieculed a perfect chef- 
d'ceuvre: on confronllng the two ornaments it was 
impossible not to take them for two sisten ; it was 
not simply the air of a family that he had given to it, 
you would have declared that they were Ivsin sisters, 
in (act Ihey were made for either of them to play (he 
part of Sosia, even in the presence of a lapidary who 
did not examine too closely. 

The Petit Soldat and his friend the Italian were not 
sorry to know that even M. Timberman might be mis- 
taken. They set out again for Brussels, and again 
pawned the elder sister for the same sum. T^n days 
afterwards the Petit Soldat presented himself to. the 
usurer, and telling bim that he came to i'edeein\his 
jewels, counted out the money to him, and the box con- 
taining the gem was placed in his hands. After having 
broken the string's and seals, he opened it, as if to assure 
. himself of the identity of the pledge: but whilst the Jew 
wafjrying if the money were good, for the box which 

V(U..^IV. ' i- 
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coDiained the elder sister he substituted one preciMl; 
similar, containing the j'ounger sister, and placed it on 
■he desk, whilst he secretly and quickly slid the other 
intc a side pocket, in the lining of an ample cloak. 

The Peiit Soldat was about to return, and had alreadjr 
be^an to take leave of M. Timberman, when ihe 
Italian enteied with alarm in his face, and, accosting I 
his friend, said — '' Ah, my dear fellow, what bad 
tiewa I have for you ! the two drafts which you | 
sent to M. Champon at Ghent, have not been 
paid, and they require you to take them up in- i 
Uanlly : you know they amount to seven thousand 

" What an awkward circuioatance." 

"Ah! my God I there is no way of meeting them < 
but by leaving the jewel in the hands .of M. Timber- 
man ; we can come for it in a (ew days," , 

" Just as you please, my sons," said Timberman ; < 
" speak before I open my chesi: which I shall keep, 
the money or the jewelsr I 

" The jewels," said the Petit Soldal. The boi was 
tied and sealed up, and the two swindlers went away, I 
carrying the eighteen thousand franca. 

Some months afterwards, M. Timberman, weary of 
wailing for iUe empranteurt, who did not return, broke 
open the seals of the box. Alas! the brilliants and 
sapphires had vanished, they were transformed into 

Easte, the gold had been metamorphosed into copper, ' 
ut the workmanship was admirable- 
Jewellers, trinket sellers, diamond dealers, 8m;., can- 
not be too much on theii guard against the young 
sister. I know more than four persons who hare been 
robbed nearly in the same way as the usuier at Bnis- 
sels. Sharpers, whose inventions are fertile, devise this 
stratagem to-day, and anciher to-morrow. One that 

Kierally answers their purpose is the following ; — 
ey enter a shop to purchase some article of value ; 
the selection is soon made; they pitch on something 
valuable, and capablu of gning into a small compass. 
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■nd in two norda Ihe bargain ia cuncliided. Unror- 
tunalely, ihey have not about tiiHin iKe necessary sum; 
thejr will retuTD i but as tlioy wisli lo compUte the 
puTchwe, aod lo make cerlaia that iLelr selection ii 
not changed, tliey request the chosen anicle may be 
put in a box, tied up, and seaied with their own aeal. 
The shopkeeper, blinded by the earnest paid down, 
accedes to the proposition, but ToTgelg to watch his 
customer's fingers. What is the consequence ? They 
tie up and seal a substituted box, whilst thai coDlain- 
ing- the properly descends into Ihe pocket of the 
sharper, nbo will return at Easier or Trinity. Trinity 
pa-tses away 1 the shopkeeper has the caution-money, 
and loses ninety per cent. He then remembers, that 
the day on which he iiad transacted this superb bit of 
buaioess was on a Saturday, and Ibat he had not taken 
handsel during the week. 

Since our neighbours on the other side of the water 
have become enamoured of ibt climate of Franoe. 
it has been incessantly overrun (in every sense) by » 
roulUiude of originals, who think to escape the spleen 
by flying from the banks of the Thames. These 
milorOt, so loaded with ennui, are hailed at all the inns 
with pleasure, because they are supposed to be made 
of guineas. They are whimsical, famaslic, capricious, 
cross, and difficult to please. Never mind ; they do 
not pretend 10 perceive it; nay, on the contrary, they 
are only the more anxious to please, and Hy to aotisi- 
pale their desires; and the more impenetrable, mys- 
terious, and even absurd they are, the mote efforts are 
made to comprehend and please Ihem. The guineas! 
the guineas I — how they make an innkeeper smile 1 
how many smiles can they extort from all the innkeepers 
throughout the world I 

The leeeption Ihey give to the roughest looking 
person when properly announced, must necessarily be 
remarked by the sharping gentry, who are naturally 
observers, and know how to reap a harvest from the 
observations Ihey make. It may not be uninteresting 
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10 die reader to learn how much profit these sharpen, 
who feed on the credulity of the humaa race, caD 
realize by^ a leigned origiaality of conduct. 

Figuie 10 yourself, reader, a gentleman and his 
French or Italian servant, whom he calls John, in that 
lone at once solemn, brief, harsh, and nith that im* ' 
periousnesi of a master who allies to despotic manaen 
a well evinced disgust of life. The genlleman alights 
from his post-chariot. The lim of his black cap care- 
fully (bided down below his ears, he appears suffering 
and morose, and scarcely condescends to make a sign. 
He crosses the yard without looking at anything; and 
in his total carelessness does not even perceive that ^ 
the long furred cloak in which he is enveloped brushes 
along the pavement, and that the female servants ( 
ranged along the pasiiage are nice looking girls. All 
is indifleienl, uncomfortable, insupportable ; — he does 
not turn back to look, but once, and that is lo ascertain I 
whether John futlows with the bottle of sada-waler, 
and the precious necessary of health, namely the I 
New London PortalifM Apotheatrg', without which 
no mnn of consequence, unless he would be a self- I 
slaughterer, can go from home even for a distance of 
four miles. His conduct is already a little singular; 
but added to his costume, his manners, and a variety of 
other particulars, he quickly becomes ridiculous; and ; 
three hours have not elapsed from the arrival of the 

• Wecopy literally from the literal M.Vidocq, who seems I 
niher at fault, not only in his caricature but his ortiiography. 
Ilia knowledge of the Sngtish chincter \m about as correct 19 
his acquuiitance with the language. John, with a "naepor- 
lalipt apolieearg" under his arm, moAt Indeed be a sight in 

forgotten lo say whether tha " portative apothecary " was 
tahelled round the neck with ^ Before lakrn to be well 1 

" ' ■' - ■ doubtless what j 
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gentleman until Ihe whole household consider him as 

an amusing character. 

" Who is your master V says ihe landlord lo John ; 
" he is a regular Ostrogoth; he is more sad than 
passion-week, says nothing, and roars like a bull. I 
have seen many of your Englishmen, but never had 
ona who exacted so much. Why, we aie always 
obliged to be running after him. He wants, and he 
don't want; he orders, and counter-ntders. Is he sick 
or mad ?" 

" Do not talk to me of it," says John, who ia an 
egregious chatterer ; " my master, such as you see him, 
is the beat man in the world, but you must know how 
to take hiio, I have travelled about with him for thete 
four years; before he never could keep a servant vith 
him, but I have contrived to stay, and 'faith I am not 
sorry for it, now that I know his ways and how to please 

" Ah, yon have travelled with him these four years, 
eh ? — and where the deuce ate you now going 7" 

" Where are we going? — ask him where he is going; 
why he does not know himself I We go to-day here; 
to-morrow there. He says he means to settle himself, 
and we are moving about every day." 

" By this account, then, it must cost him a great 
deal of money r 

"Oh, yes I I would wish no better fortune than 
iheTKiirr boirei that I have given to the postilions." 

" He is rich, then T" ( 

"Rich I — why he does not know his wealth I I do 
not remember now many thousand pounds sterling he 
has to spend every day.'' 

" The devil I — you should get hira to slay here ; the 
country is delightful; besides, he will meet with ad- 
mirable company. Then we want for nothing : woods 
for hunting; if he likes fishing, we have a river lull of 
fish; meadows, fields, vineyards, orchards; the theatre 
all the year round; we have assembly-rooms, excellent 
actors, arid a most delightful ball very often. M. the 
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Marshal has a chaleau in 

dame the Comt esse de has her's quite near I tha 

Due de generally passes (he summer montha 

here; Ihen the Marquis de , General , Che- 
valier , not mentioning M. the Mayor, and Ma- 
dame his lady, where there is a comreraaiione twice 
a-week at least. Oh, there are innumerable amuse' 
mentijl The literary circle, where they discuss and 
read all th6 neiTspapers ; the society of apiculture 
and emulation, which has the honour of including 
amongst its members the most talented men iq the 
country; most m^niliccnt walks ; a vaccine eslablisb- 
ment; one of the most beautiful churches in (he king- 
dom; concerts; most splendid winter balls; a livoli 
and serenade in summer ; a musical mass all the year 
round, and on grand f6te», processions in which no one 
can be weary with admiring the beauty of out young 
girls. There's amusement enough, I hope. We have, 
moreover, most exlensive barracks, large enough to 
contain at least two thousand cavalry ; forage of the 
best quality; brilliant coffee-houses; adorable lemon- 
ade makers; and billiards as at Paris. For &a ama- 
teur, or any one that knows how to handle i cue, I 
assure you it is not to be despised : we have first-mte 
crack-players. I forgot to tell you that the officers of 
the garrison are the most amiable cavaliers that can be 
met with. During the four years you have travelled, 
have you met with many towns like this? Let me 
add, that it is the chief city of the department, and 
that we have everything within ourselves: a police- 
office, tribunal of the premiere instance. Justice of 
Kace, court of assize, executions; a bishopric, a col- 
je, mutual instruction, school of industry, elections, 
an hospital equalled but by few, capuchins, penitents, 
Jesuits, a fait that lasts fifteen days, and a thousand 
other amusements of the same kind, which, to detail 
at length, would be fotigaing to me and tiresome to 
you." 

" Tie picture you present is very attractive, and if 
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m; ntaster were like other men, I have no doabl but 
that il nould suit him to make some staj^ here. But 
you must know that master is perpetually complaining 
of his health." 

" Is that all 7 our doctors practise on the plan of 
Broussais, and we have most delicious leeches." 

"Delicious leeches I Ah, hut the air I it's always 
the air that my master is talking about." 

" The air Is excellent : we never have any persons 

" I thought you had an hospital I'* 

"Yea, for the poor, but else we should never die 
unless we were killed." 

" Your doclors follow the plan of Broussais — the 
leeches are delicious — the air is excellent. Now, let 
us talk oflhe water. Oh! thewaterl ihewaler! that 
is my master's deity." 

" VVell, then, I defy (he whole world to produce 
finer, clearer, purer.'' 

"And the Winer 

"Exquisite!" 

" You have fresh eggs V 

" We have pullets and (owls of out own, that lay 
whenever they are bidden."' 

"Milk, and butter r 

" To be sure, in abundance, and of the very finest 

" Roasl-beef, {roi-biff^ and beef-steak, (btffl-ildt) 
are they also among the produce of the country r' 

"Our oxen ate enormous I" 

" Keally, your country is a little earthly paradise. 
You inspire me with a desire of remaining here. Ah I 
if monsieur could partake of my enthusiasm I But we 
must not think of such a thing. Eveiy thiog wearies, 
every thing fags, evenr thing annoys him. We have 
traversed together the tour corners of the globe ; Eu- 
rope, Asia, Africa, America. No picturesque situhtion, 
DO mountain, torrent, lake, abyss, volcano, cascade 
which we have not visited. Hot a horror of nature 
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wliidi has Dol had the privilege of atlracting usj he 
RTfired, looked, yawned, and said — ' Ltl us go on U> 
another, John,' and we went," 

After Ihis conversation, John goes to in(|uire ifbii 
master wants him. Inatantlj rumour, with her hundred 
tongues, spieads through the hotel that the traveller is a 
milord — that he possesses incalculable riches, but is a 
most eccentric personage. The host, however, would 
not be sorry to retain him as his guest : lie givHi evetj 
one their lesson, and the hostess has constantly on her 
lips a smile, and on her tongue, veneration. 

An universal increase of respect and attention is 
prescribed, and the domestics have orders to have eats 
and legs only for milord. This order given, John was 
not slow in descending 

" I think," said he, *' that to-morrow we shall 
take a short walk round the vicinity. My master 
has desired me to awake him early : he is not so 
melancholy as usual : IF these blue devils would but 
leave him ! but no ; it is a spectre that haunts him, and 
in hve minutes, perhaps, he will change his mind : 
there is no reliance on him." 

In the evening milord has Tor his supper two fresh 
egg's and a glass of water. Next morning he breakfasts 
on a glass of water and two fresh eggs. He is sober, 
and the least eaier in the world ; but then he is on & 
regimen. As for John, it is another matter. He eats 
mutton cutlets, and dispatches bottles of wine in a 
twinkling. 

The repast terminated, they go out for the excursion 
projected the previous evening, and do not return till 
after sunset. Milord, wonderful 1o relate, salutes the 
hostess; he appeals less atrabilious than in the morning; 
he utlera two other words of compliment with surprising, 
affability: he is a bear commencing his lesson jn hu- 
manity. Some of the wrinkles are effaced froni his 
brow, the black cap is not pulled so completely over 
his eyes. Happy effect ! iaconteslable evidence of [he 
salubrious influence of the place on the hypocondriasis 
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of milord: John cannot make out the cause of such a 
BuddcD alteration ; but are they not [he first indicea 
of an ameliotatioo, which will be attended with still 
better symploois ? 

Milord asks for roi-biff, with half-a-doien French 
dishes: helastesoflhebeslbinnsin tbe cellar: has rom 
in his coffee, lea in his rum : mm in his tea : goes to 
bed and ^oes to sleep, John is oveijoyed : either his 
master will recover, or will soon die. Devouring ihe 
relics of tbe rich repast, he talks of the miracle that has 
been wrought, and euh and every one, in the hope of 
keeping a guest like milord, unites in the joy of his 

Milord awakes, and has passed a most comfortable 
night : for a long lime he had not tasted so much of tbe 
iweeta of repose. In the intoiication of the improved 
state of feeling which he had obtained, he orders the 
landlord to be summoned to him, and John descends 
the stairs four at a time. 

" Either I aro greatly mistaken, or things have taken 
an entire change : my master is gay as a lark to-day : 
I never saw him bo before. ' John, said be to me, ' ne 
will not go away from here. Be so kind as to request 
MoaiieuF Vaubtrge 10 come up to me as early as possible.* 
Perhaps milord will inslal himself at your house. I 
can tell you that you would be no loser by him." 

" Do you really think so V 

" It would be a fortune for you. I know not what 
he wants to say to you, but whatever arrangement he 
may propose, accept; that is, if my advice has any in- 
fluence with you. llie main point is not to contradict 

" You must know that these Englishmen sometimes 
have strange ideas — — " 

"But milord is generous, and whenever be stops any 
where, I can assure you he makes every one sensible of 
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The innkeeper obeys the commaDd of milord with 

■liicrity, and presents himself before him in a most re- 
spectful allilude, that is to say, wiih a smiling counte- 
nance, his arms hanging down in fiontof bis breeches, 
uid his head uncovered. 

" Milord desired to speaif with me T' 
" Yes, yes; take a seal (ftraneorrf,) monsieur ITifite.'' 
The host does not comprehend, but John arrives : 
" My master," he says, " invites youtobeaeated i lake 

" Yes, yes, a chair,'' (Jauteuil), resumes ihe illus- 
trious siianger, who then went on to say, " I wish to 
come to leims with you, and make some arrangement 
for my residing here with comfon, and to beg you (a 
inform me at once vrhat money will be necessary for 
me lo Bive you for eaiing, sleeping, lodging, firing, 
boardinf : I shall have four horses, ten dogs for fo*- 
huniing, four servants besides John, my carriage, and 
myself*," 

* It may be requiiile, in order taiccaant Cor the crwsitad* 
oTlhs bolt's comiiivtMiuiou, 10 give milord's speech entira, 
from the originil, >s t, npecinwn of the Engllah mode of speak- 
iog Pranch, u l»id down by M. Vidocq.— Tb. 

tanEemeal por logo mo-i do conferlachin, et ch6 vali vo tete 
suite donner 1 mo-i scdouchaine so I'arEpnl qui to aiez ahxt- 
Mire, nor fairo muich^, cuchS, loch*, diauffS, planchir, 
d'apora quitre chetats i mfr<, disse doguea por le chaste da 
foi, quitre John encore, mi ciroue, et iddii iieignnrie." 
" IWflechin, n6 pai reflechen, p»rlei incontinent." 
" Quinze millefnocs — ah ! pr£ve homme — \i prDbililTo, 
il nitrite divsnteicbe, et le probity ■ mo-s il commande tiec 
reslime de vo, ene gralificachein relaltfe i man bienfeilience 
nous aulres habitants de la Grand Britaias, dos avons conti- 
nuualleinent oune c^couLachea de tete et onne calcoulachen 
de rtme, Le calcoulachen de tete eatl'^cononiy.le calcou. 
lichen de I'tnie le liberality ; vo aiez enlendement, mossio 
■'hate ! I'economy dit quinie, le liberality, il dit vingt avec 
cinq encore, vingt-cioq." 
' ' Non pas bonty, le resideince t voire auptrihe, elle ebil 
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terpreterto his master. 

" Mj master inquires how much it will cost hira per 
annum at jrour liouae for the boaid arid lodging, first 
'of his lordship, then for five servants, four horses, and 

bocop rejoiasBntB por ein mckise : milune il vo cbai-mants 
ein verily, peiile I'eDranlinwtanie, interessantEfainil;^; boeop 
sspiegle, cta£ ib aimais bocop ; ah — mo-a aussi petite I'es- 
piegle dans mon joiiesse, variei mossio I'luperche. Ah t vo 
mtchanles ne purire." 

les Dill black at \i pomme rage de figoure et lea gros ma- 
melles me plaissent Teridiquenient. Voire departement il aii a 
enchanl^ ; cholis colliBes, chalis cSteaux, chol'is bocoges, 

Mnne polache. Voavezenvo cilyoua society d^bytraphilea?'' 

"Ah! dommaiche, dommaiche t vo fnncaiue pas connutre 

ricbesse deEOn contry — daoa le Ancleterre, les hytrophilei il 

£lait li piieurs d« I'eau ; mo-a pr£«denl «>uperior de 

BOclSly des hylrophiles — , ch6 vol faire vo bjtrophile." 

" l^ftonnsz, partonnei vo bon hylrophile, Joho, rappelei 1 
mo-a por faire hytrophile :-■>-.. i 
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the dogs nilb which he will amuse hirosetf in bnntiDg 

the foi." 

"That requires reflection.'' 

" Reflection, no reflection, speak at once." 

" Well then, sir, are fifteen thousand francs toomucht" 

" Fifteen thousand francs — ah, good man ! your 

honesty deserves more, and my honour command?, from 

its esteem of you, a recompense compensate with my 

Kod feeling towards you. We inhabitinta of Great 
itaiD have perpelually a calculation of ihe bead aikd 
a calculation of the heart. The calculation of the head 
is economy, the calculation of the heart, liberality ; 
you understand me, landlord? Economy says, fifteen; 
liberality says, twenty, with fiie adde^ to it, twenly- 
tiw." 

" You are too good, milord." • 



jouMbui moD seigaorie quitte vi 

Ucbement a mDu fnie Et u 1« fini< 

ieconde joniB morlB i 1» principe d^ souivante, ne pas vuir 

ma relourne, to force 16 prcLson et rende le liberty a li r^ci- 

proque iodenmity per personnal avsnUige ■ vo : mo-« ritounx 

ra ni pious loloir, mo-i Irappe indcrnnily ein legitime corn- 

p«nsicbeo ; el John il feaaaii so, petite profit.'' 



, allez, fsiles plaissir it 



" C'etait yo, to »toi 16 contribuchen ?' 
"Va>enezinelt6aUbaanette,ah bra> 
" Chetei dans le profood d'abord Tor a 
"Ah moeiio I'tiuperche, vo cageinfta n 



" Hussio I'auperche tpportei le doble d6p6l." 

" Tendei Ib depot." 

" A prssenl 16 eimbargo il est eur I'argenl. 
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fill for an Englishman ; jooi wife is a charming womau, 
and so is tha Utile in&nt, and your interesting family, 
clean, Urely chUdrea; I like them much, Ab, I was 
lively in my younger davs; you laugh, landlord — ah, 
yon may 1 Don'l laugh. 

" Milord, 1 will not take 90 great a libeity." 

'* You have Ino maid servants, nhose little winning 
ways, black vyes, red cheeks, Su^., please me very much. 
Your deparlmeni has perfectly enchanted me ; fine hills, 
fine seals, fine woods, fine banks, fine streams, fine 
fountains, the water is a real treat. Have you in your 
town a society of waler-lovers (hydrophilists) T' 

" I do not think, milord, that there are any hierogly- 
phics in the connliy." 

" Ah, what a pity, what a pily t You Frenchmen 
do not know the worth of your own country, in Eag- 

land (he hydrophilists, who are water-drinkers -I am 

president of the sociely of hydtophilista, I will make 
you a hydrophilisl." 

" Milord, [ do not deserve so much honour from 
your lordship's hands." 

" Pardon me, pardon me, my excellent hydrophilL't ; 
John, remind me that I make him a hydrophilist. Do you 
know, innkeeper, ihat you have a sun precisely to my 
mind ; one of the most pleasant silualions on earth, an 
air extremely beneficial for digestion, and from the hills 
there is a perpetually agreeable prospect, which will 
make my residence here comfortable. For all ihese 
charms, which will cure my melancholy, I give yon 
twenty-five thousand franca. Tell me, will you take 
twenty-five thousand francs ! ' 

" Your generosily, milord, exceeds my pretensions," 

" Oh, you accept my offer, then V 

" 1 will do all in my power to make your lordship 
contented." 

" You will make me contented, abl John, give me 
my travelling money-bag," 

John lakes from the secretary an enormous bagi and 
pives it to his master, who lakes from it a handful of 
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guld pieces, whicb he piles in lieaps of s.huiidred tnat* I 
on the table, and wtien fifteen piles are tnade, milonl 
pves the bap to John, and asks him for a cotton cap. I 
Xliia is the finale which denotes a fine stroke of origi- 
nality. Ceitainly the landlord asks no better than to 
have at his house a boarder who pays as generously ai 
milord ; however, his lordship requires nc>t only that 
the bargain, by virtue of which he and his people are 
to be fed and boarded for a year, should be put down 
in writing, but also wishes that a penally SQOuld be 
added, as guarantee of the exeeution. I 

" You have a strongbox?" he inquiles of the host. I 

" Yes, milord." 

" Ah, you have a strong box ! I have a cotton cap in ' 
which I have put, in louia, a thousand and five hundred ( 
francs ; for your part put also within it five hundred I 
francs and a thousand in louis, as a .mutual security ; I 
put the cotton cap containing the two atuounts into I 
your strong box, and give me the key; to-day I shall ■ 
go away for a week, you will keep on the lodging at I 
my experise, and if, when the end of the next month I 
comes, and the second day of the following month, I I 
am nut returned, break open the prison and set at !!• | 
berty the mutual indemnity for your own private ad- i 
vantage. If we return, you will of coarse restore me | 
the cap with the indemnity, and John will have some { 
little consideration out of it." { 

The proposal was not very clear, but John undertook i 
to be the interpreter. I 

" Milord,"' he says, making signals to the innkeeper i 
to give full and entire consent, " milord will deposit, 
fifteen hundred franca in this cap; you must deposit 
an equal sum, and the three thousitnd francs will be | 
shut up in a strong box, of which milord will keep the | 
key. Milord is going away for a week on some indis- i 
pSnsable business, but ynu will not Jispose of his | 
apartment before the third of the next month ; if at ihb , 
time we are not here again, you can have the box 
opened, and the three thousand francs will be yours. It, 
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on tbe contraiy, we do relum, and you do doI wish to 
be held to joiir barB;ain, you will return the cap and 
contents, and the aflair is settled. I presume that yon 
will DotoUecl to place your share in the cap; but ml- 
tord is in Ibe habit of taking such precautions.*' 
" Since it is milord's way, I am ready to comply." 
"Ah, you will do what I wish !" 
"Yes, milord, I only wish to haw permission to go 
and gel the money." 

" Go, go, landlord, and obli^ me in what I ask." 
The aubeigiste descends, and John, going after him, 
catechises him well : he advises him to strike while the 
iron is hot, and so well plays he his cards, thai in- 
stead of fifteen hundred franca the innkeeper would 
give double. Either from his own hoards or from his 
neigbbouis he procures the sum in a very short lime, 
and then going quickly up stairs, carrying the pieces 
of gold according to John's advice, he sees milord 
irith his cloak on, walking up and down. 
" Well, have you got the requisite sum?'' 
" Yes, milord, I have come to put it in the cap," 
" You will put it in the cap; oh,*ery good, very good." 
He takes the cotton cap, and holding it open with 
both his hands, says, " Throw in first my gold." 

The landlord throws in successively the fifteen piles 
that are on the table, and that done, he sets about 
proving that he does not fail in an obolus of his quota. 
" Ah, landlord, you give me much pain, you do me 
an injury by your manifestation of the confidence 
which I have placed in your integrity ; throw in your 
amount without counting them one by one.'' 

The landlord, faithful to the private instructions 
given to him by John, deposits his gold in the cap, 
and as soon as Ihe two sums are placed together, 
milord ties them up with a riband, then walking 
gravely towards tbe strong box, he says, — 
" Landlord, bring the double deposit." 
The landlord olKys, and milord mounts a chair t« 



jo.CoL>(k- 



233 MEMOins OF viDocq. 

reach the top shelf, " Give me the deposit," and mUk 
his ejes elevated to the lop place in the cupboard, tba 
host ^ires the cap to milord ; but whilst, with a shrug 
of the shoulders, John gives the good man a smile <tf 
approbation, by an expert inaiiteuTre of his right 
hand the master puts the bag into his left hand, and 
instantlj seizes from under his cloak a second cap, 
exactly tike that which he has caused to disappear. 
The exchange made, the ascaiisional moTement (the in- 
terruption of which has not been perceived) continues, 
and, when effected, the landlord is quite sure that hia 
fifteen hundred francs are with those of milord. Mi- 
lord is quite sure of the same thing. 

" Now the embargo is laid on the money." 

He gives a double turn with the key, descends from 
the chair, asks lor his purse, pays without a murmur 
at the bill, bids erery body farewell, and gets into hia 
carriage with his &i(hful John. 

" Drive away a good pace, postilion ; never mind 
the horse, but do not break my neck : I will pay you." 

" Take roibrd over the best sides of the road,"' 
shrieks out the innkeeper, who trembles lest any acci- 
dent should happen to milord. 

'' Good heavens,*' said his wife, '' I hope milord 
will not perceive the bad state of the roads I tortunately 

" Yes, but the dust," 

" Why did you not put in the carriage • bottle of 
your syrup of lemon T" 

'• Never thought of iL" 

" What a woman you are, yon never do anything 
like another woman. Postilion, postilion I Mr. John, 
niilord ; bah! they arej>fflike shot, HeaveQ," says in 
pelto the complaisant landlord, " i^ide the coursers 
that carry Cusar and my fortune 1 1 V 

Milord not arriving at iSie end of three months, the 
aubergiste for fear of offending him, waits ux weeks 
longer; ibis lapse of time paswd away he resolves to 
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take off the embargo ; the door of the strong box is 
forced, there is the cap, he lakes it down, unties the 
string, and finds — what ? — forged coin. 

SablJD, who played the Englishman to perfection*, 
was a master of this kind of robbery. One day he 
carried off in this way five thousand frano from an 
innkeeper : this latter was not a Greek, allhough h<> 
lived at Troyes : his Troyes was in Champ^ne. 

• Certaiily, ir the aboie b« ■ spednwn of his Uleats! Th. 
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LES GRECES OB SOULASSES. 

TliH pinOB — Ih> |iiee« oT fold — (Itt cue— the tbrEo:(en key- 
Sic bulktx. 

The gT^<;e9 tie generally coontrjinen, who ara inces- 
lantly on the move, either in the diligences or on foot ; 
they always assume the appearance best suited to en- 
able them to effect their designs on the persons whom 
they intend to make their prey and eiercise their ex- 
periments upon. 

They generally go id parties of three ; each travel* 
ling alone to aeek for "flati;" sometimes, to be sure, 
one goes od the hunt and the others await him at the 
head-quarters. 

As soon as the grtee who has the charge of farming 
an acquaintance meets with the individual on whom be 
thinks he can play off a successful mancsuvre. be en- 
deavours to get on terms of intimacy with bint, and 
when he has got from him the particulars of his con- 
dition, if he perceives any chance of plucking hit 
feathers, he goes and lodges In the same house or im 
with bis new formed friend, waiting patiently unti 
opportunity shall present itself of effectiug his projected 
purpose. 

If the pigeon whom he seeks to unplume lias come 
to receive any money, or brought goods to Paris, the 
griee does not lose sight of him until he has received 
what he expects. Very fi^aently, that they may be 
more certain that the products or the sale shall not 
escape their clutches, tiiey arrai^ to buy the goods 
themselves, or at least to Militate their disposal. 
The spy posted near the pigeon to watch his mea- 
:iplices an account of every motion 
"- -■■ ?s them, in some sort, hour 
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aOer hour, the bullelin of hia actlooa, and when be 
thinks that il ia lime (o be up and doing, he narna 
them to be in readiness lo aecond his plans. 

The momeDl fixed for the perpetration of the acheme 
having arrised, under some pFeiext or oiher the griee 
induces the pigeon Jo go out willi him : tbey go into 
the streeta together, but scurcely have ihey advanced 
a few paces, when a man, whose accent denotea him to 
be a sttanger, accosts them, and makes them eompre- 
heod that he wants to find his way to the I^lais 
Koyal. 

" What do you want there?" inquires the griee. 
The man shows seTeral pieces of money, generally 
large coin, or Italian pieces of forty-francs, and, mani- 
festing a desire to get them changed, he gives an ac- 
count, of which this is the sum and substance : — 

He was in the service of a very rich man, who died 
and left him a vast number of these pieces, the value 
of which he ia ignorant of; all he knows is, that, when 
he changes it, they give him Ave while pieces. Imme< 
diately, to show the sort of white pieces, he pulls out 
a hundred sous piece. At the sime moment, the 
gr^e, taking from hia pocket six pieces of five fraDcs 
each, proposes to the domestic that he shall give him 
the gold coin for them ; to which he assents, apparently 
very well satisfied, and in his language gives him to 
understand, (hat he should not be sorry to have more 
white money. 

A money-changer's shop cannot be established in 
the open air, they therefore eater a cabaret, and there 
the stranger, with pieces of gold, opens a case con- 
taining a hundred, which he offers for thirty francs 

Tlie grtce, aiide to the pigeon, does not fail to remark 
how advanti^rous it would be to them to make such 
a bargain, adding, — '* But, before we conclude the 
bargain, I think it only cautious to show the pieces 
to a goldsmith, in order to ascertain if they be good.'" 

The pigeon thinks with his companion, lie goea 
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3ut with one of the [i I eces, and returns with forty fcattci 
which lie has received in exchange. There can be do 
further doubt; the thing is safe; the jirofit very consi- 
derable : ten francs for each piece : he cannot have too 
many on such terms, and without hesitatioo, he gets rid 
of all his white money. If he has not enough, he is 
ready to bono*. At last the exchange is effected. 
They count the pieces of gold, and put Lhem back into 
the case : but the pretended servant, who is an expert 
juggler, substitutes for the case containing the precious 
metal, one exactly similar, and after ibis legerdemain, 
as it is necessary to go away as speedily as possible, 
he says, since they have assayed his gold , be also 
wishes to examine the -silver they have given hitn. 

" Of course," observes the pigeon's Mentor, " there , 
can be no objection to lliat ;" and the pigeon, whom 
the hopes of excessive proAt has made half mad, con- 
wms, with the best grace in the world, to the carrying ( 
off of his hundred sous pieces. What risk does he 
run? is not the case his guarantee? I 

The servant has disappeared, and the companion of ( 
the dupe, under pretence of some want, goes out for ■ I 
moment, as he says, and joins his pa/. I 

The pigeon is plucked: he will never see them 
again. As yet he is ignorant of bis misftiiiuue. — He | 
waits ten minutes — twenty minutes — half an hour — a 
hour ; at first he grows impatient, then begins to ge | 
fidgety, then disquieted, then come suspicions, ant J 
the utmost alarm. He opens the case, or has it forced | 
if it have a secret spring, and finds within only pence 
or bullets. Sometimes the gr^es, instead of a case, 
have a tin box or a small leathern bag with a padlock 

When the pigeon appears somewhat distrustful, the 
two sharpers have recourse to a different system of 
tactics. He who has cleared the way, lakes the cash 
from the hands of the other, and says, placing it in the 
bands of thecal he ie trying to catch, " We will go ti 
the dangers to examine tlie coin." 
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The pigeon, thinking that his friend advUei him 
cautiously, immediately goes out with him, leaving 
the pretend^ servant in the cabareL They walk tog^ 
Iber, when suddenly the sharper stops, and, as if struck 
with an idea, says, " The key, the key of ihe case, have 
you mot it T" 

"No." 

" No ! quick then, run and fetch it, — or stay, I will 
go myself; wail here." 

The thief has no sooner gone away, than he joins his 
comrade, who has also left the rendetvous. If by 
some chance the pigeou will not quit his friend, the 
friend walks on with him until an opportunity offers of 
absconding, which he does down some passage or 
elsewhere. 

The exchange is a mode of swindling by which 
many persons have been takeo in. Country dealers, 
travellers, even Parisians have lost consideiabie sums. 
The more the simpleton, with whom the grfeces ha*e 
to do, ii greedy of pioiit, ihe more easily is be duped. 
To protect one's self from the cunning of these knaves, 
it is sufficient never to talk of private affairs before 
strangers, not to speak in their presence of the money 
one has, and particularly to abstain from purchasing 
for thirty francs, pieces of gold worth forty. Every 

The famous Sabtin and Germain called the Pire de 
TuiU, were Ino very skilful graces. One day they 
contrived to get three thousand five hundred francs 
from a countryman. Germain, in presence of whom 
he had boasted of his exploits as a sportsman, played 
the part of adviser. 

" Faith, sir," said he to the countryman, putting the 
case into his hand, " you have roade a profitable spe- 
culation, you may spend your winter merrily, and go 
bunting when you please." 

The case contained only small shot. This speech, 
which I have from the sufferer and the two sharpers, was, 
it must be allowed, a tolerable specimen of impudence. 
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LES RAMASTIQUES. 

•■ ll4l>M''~-Tbe nider of postini bills— Tbe lOHmmiidaliiic man- 
Mishap to « CDnfc»6(ni— Th«liniband ami wife, or [he nteh and 
frhain — A domntic hrHH — Pickpocket and fofg*r-*Tha wJU tit 

Th£ Bamattiguei are sharpers, who, like many athen 
of the same genus, owe iheir success solely to the cupi- 
dilj' of their dupes. The exercise of tbeir industry 
implies an association of three persons, or at least 
two. l^it is (heir mode of proceeding, when Ihe; 
seek to appiopriate to themselves the properly of 
another: — From day-break th^ go and commence 
tbeir course of observation on ihe road, nea.r some of 
the barriers, and then eiamioe very carefully all 
comers and froers, until they pounce upon one of those 
individuals whose physiognomy and costume betray 
encessive simplicity. Their man is a credulous ana 
avaricious fellow: whether countryman or not, such a 
one, whether coming or going, is always the individual 
they would fain get hold of, always presuming that be 
is not io want of money. If they mark down a bird 
of this feather, one of them, generally the moat in- 
sinuating of the three, accosts hira, and pumps him in 
that neat and delicate way, that, by ihe application of 
some half dozen questions, brings them to the desirable 
knowledge of whal may be the stale of the financial de- 
partment, the exchequer, of (be unsuspicious jla(. Thi« 
information obtained, a telegraphic dispatch informs the 
roadjuiors of the slate of things. If they be favourable, 
a Beoond sharper, who has gone on forward, lets fall a 
box, a purse, or a parcel, in such a way that the slranaet 
cannot help remarking the circumstance. He makes hil 
comment out aloud, but at the moment when he stoop* 
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to pick it up, hia new acquaintance cries " halves." 
They stop to see in what consists the treasure — it 
is generally a precious jewel, a ring richly set, brilliant 
shirt buttons, ear-rings, Stc. A writing always accom- 
panies the gem ; what does it contain ? The yokel 
seldom knows how to read, and of course his " new 
fledged comrade" knows no better than himself, and 
yet the paper may contain some necessary and useful 
information; but to whom to address it 7 they fear to 
commit any indiscrelioo. In the mean lime ihey con- 
tinue walking, and suddenly, at a corner of a street, 
they see a man reading the posting bills, and nothing 
c»>uld be better for their purpose. 

" Parbleu," says the comrade, " we could not have 
met wiih a belter person; here is a gentleman who will 
relieve us from our embarrassment; show him the paper, 
he will lell us the meaning of il ; but let us be particu- 
larly careful not to speak lo him of what we have 
found, for he might nut in his claim to a share." 

The stranger is delighted, promises prudence, and 
•hey go up to the reader, who, with much complaisance, 
<n>mplieB with the request, and reads : 

*' Sir, — I send your ring set with fresh brilliants, for 
which your servant has paid me two thousand seven 
hundred and twenty-five francs, for which this is a 
receipt. " BmsEBAan, Jewelter." 

Two thousand seven hundred and twenty-live francs ! 
We may judge how the sound of such a sum, the half of 
which was to come to him, sounds musically in the 
rustic's ear. The obliging reader (who is the third 
accomplice) does not fell to emphasize the figures; 
they thank him for his complaisance and go on their 

' The neit step lo be taken is on the subject of 
the jewel. Shall ihey return it' certainly not. If it 
belonged to a poor devil, all very well; bul whoever 
can purchase diamonds is a rich man, and what to a 
rich man are two thousand seven hundred and tweilty- 
five francs? — a liifle, which he cares nothing about 
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losinf. ir thej will not returii it, it is |)lain that they 

will keep it— tnat islo say, they will realiie it Id specie. 
— Bui where can tbey sell itt at a jeweller's? perhaps 
lEie proprietor of the jewel has alread]> circulated hand- 
bills, and then some jewellers are so fastidious ; — the 
best way will be nol lo sell it for some time. — The rustic 
comprehends all the reasons perfectly. If it were pos- 
sible, tbey would divide it on the spot and part good 
friendSjbutadlTision is impossible, aod yet each wishes 
lo go on his busioess. Really, the situation begins to 
be quite unpleasaDt, and on both sides they begiu to 
(cratch their heads, to produce as idea. 

" If 1 had money," says the Bamtutigne, " I would 
willingly give it to you, but I have not a penny. — 
What can we do ?" — then pausing for a moment, he 
resumes ; — 

" Listen, you seem a good honest fellow, and I think 
I can trust you ; advance lo me a few hundred francs, 
and when you have sold ihe thing, you can hand lue 
over the residue, of course keeping back the interest of 
Ihe sum you may advance lo me. Of course you will 
leave me your address." 

A proposition of this kind is rarely reliised. The 
rustic, seduced by the appearance of a gain, of which 
he conceals the after-thought, empties his purse with 
pleasure ; if it be nol sufhciently slocked, he does not 
liesilate to add his watch, ] have seen some who had 
given all, even lo the buckles of their shoes. The 
bargain concluded, ihey separate with a promise to see 
each other again, altliougb they have secretly deier- 
. mined never lo do any thing of the kind if ihey can 
avoid it. Out of twenty countrymen thus deceived, 
eighteen at least n'lve a false name and a false address; 
and we cannot be astonished, because in ihis case, lo 
be made a dupe, il is necessary first to be a rogue. 

The Bamastigvet are most frequently Jews, whose 
wives also follow this line of business. Tliey usually 
frequent markets, where they prey on the credulity of 
nurses and cooks, who sefm fresh from Ihe provinces. 
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I''' uid have not rubbed off the rusi. A chain of brass, 

P"= Mceasirel;' well gill, so as to be wilh difficulty known 

f^ ftom the real metal, composes the object with which 

""^ they deceive the unsuspeclmg flats. One of the victims, 

-'' a cordon-bleu, came one day to the police-office to make 

"■' her complaint; they had stripped her of all her money, 

" her ear-rings, hei shawl, and her basket, containing the 
day's provision, left as the guarantee for fifteen francs, 

''■- which she was to take to them. As she was in earnest, 

I' she hastened back to keep her promise ; but on her 

' ■ return she found neither woman, basket, not provisions. 

. Then only she had her suspicions aroused, which the 

<"' tou«;hstone of a goldsmith, consulted too late, fully con. 

't'i At a certain epoch, the Rajafutiguea were so nume- 
rous, that they showed themselves at once in all qiiar- 

lii' tera of the city. I have received on the same morning 

^ man and wife, who came to complain of having been 

» duped by Bamattigues, the husband in the fauxboui^ 

I' Saint-Honor^, the wiFs in the market of the Innocents. 

"- " Never was such a fool as you,"" said the head of 
the family, the lord and master, to his unfortunate 

I^ moiety, " to jjive your gold chain and ten francs for a 

is copper chain." 

'i " You are a bigger foot yourself! You have certainly 

OS a rijfht to talk! go and take your pin to the Mont de 

1^ P[fi6, a bit of trumpery glass ! and if you please, my 

V_ gentleman, you were not content with giving the money 

1^ which you had about you, but must return to the house 

'■ to get sixty francs, which were all we possessed, two 

i" table spoons and your watch." 

i " I did what I liked : it is no 

>'■ " Bui it is not the leas Irui 

" gulled." 

" Gulled, gulled ! very fine, madame ; I have not 

' always allowed myself to be gulled by gossips, and 

} had you not been gossiping according to custom — ;" 

'' " If you had passed on your way, without stopping 
to chatter with the first comer—" 
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" I chatlerl yes, I chattsr about my al&[rs, and 

" Ah I your affsirs are well attended to." 

" Aa well as yours, I hope. Go away witli you ; 
when you get a gold chain again it stall do your eyes 
good. Yours was one that went three times round, too. 
1 gave it you for your birth-day present, too, and yon 
ought to he content with it; hut you shall long for 
one three times before you get it." i 

'* How well off we shall be when we watit to know 
the hour V 

" Hold your tongue, you are a fooll" 

" Ah, that's Tery fine I very fine, indeed ! Utey 
caught you ; so much tha better, my dear! I only re- 
gret one thing, and that i?, that Ihcy did not get more 
out ofycu." I 

" Parbleu 1 you only tell rae what I knew before t 
It is not to-day that I have fir^t perceived, that yoii | 
cared rery little about the interest of the house." 

The couple left the office quarrelling. I know not t 
how long the dispute lasted, but it is only reasonable to I 
suppose that refleFtioti terminated their mutual re- I 

[iroaches. Heaven fotfend that, to hasten the reconci- } 
lation, they have not been compelled to come to blows 1 i 
When three rttmoitiquei are together, each of thetn | 
has a costume adapted to the part he has to play. . 
Hie one who accosts is generally clad as a workman, | 
a mason, bootmaker, carpenter: sometimes he aflects ' , 
the German or Italian accent, and appears to express 
himself in Fteuchwith some difficulty. If he is old, he is 
a jolly fellow ; if young, he is a simpleton. The faux I 
perdanl (loser of the false gem) is to be distinguished 
by the length and width of his trowseis, one of the 
legs of which serve as the conductor of the object to 
make it reach the ground. The reader is generally 
more respectably dressed than the two others : it is he 
who puts on the frock-coat and velvet-collar, and is I 
decked in along-napped hat. 

*"•■ n Inn" limo 'he ramattl'^t* »-re handed over 
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to (he correctional |io1ice, and Ihe maximiiin uf |iunish' 
ment which they underwent was liie years' imprisun- 
ment. Itseemed to me that some distinction should 
be made with Ihem, and that, when the swindling had 
been effected by aid of a forged writing, ihe offence 
assirrned a graver character and fell under the cog- 
nizance of the Courts (}f Assize. 

I determined on availing myself of the first oppor- 
tunity to present to the judicial authorities some obser- 
vations on this head, and it was not slow to present 
itself. I apprehended the two oldest professors of the 
ramiuligtie art — Balese, alias Margnu, and his accom- 
plice. When I first gave my opinion, It was disre- 
garded : they persisted in wishing to pass sentence on the 
offenders according to the custom which time had con- 
secrated ; but I returned to the charge with vigour, and 
the two sharpers, taken before a jury, were committed, 
■s forgers, to solitary imprisonment, and to be branded. 
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CHAPTEa LXXVir. 

LES ESCARPES, OB OARCONS DE CAMPAGNE. 

iBunutipff munen — Oood people — TheConarbdilj-Tbe pnpLivd 
eliU— Tlie pecipatelisi— Tbe erippls. 

Keably all assassins by profesaioo assume the appear 
ance of IrBTelling hawkers, catlle-dri vers, horse-dealers, 
8ec Tlieir costume and manners are always assorted 
with the business they are supposed to carry ou : they 
generally aflect mild maiiDer!, and a calm, steady air; 
they are seldom addicted to wine, becaase they fear 
lest inloiicaiion should overtake them : tliey always 
have correct passports, which are countersigned wiib 
the most scrupulous exactitude. In the auberge they 
pay without appearing prodigal: Ihey wish to be thoueht 
ecoQoniical, because economy pre-supposes honesty : 
however, in settling the bill, they never forf^t the 
chamber-maid or waiter. It is of much consequence 
to an etcarpe that the servants ehoutd think him a good 
sort of man. 

The assassins who assume the guise of travelling 
hawkers, carry but few goods with them. Their stock 
generally consists of cutlery, scissors, raiors, ribands, 
laces, and other goods which pack into small compass. 
The auberges situated in the suburbs of cities and near 
markets are those which they prefer as their lodging, 
houses : there they single out their victims, either from 
amongst real shopkeepers, or the gardeners who come to 
market to sell the produce of their gardens or fields. 
Hiey endeavour to learn the amount of the money they 
carry about with them, the moment of their departure, 
the road tbey are about to take, and once in possession of 
these particulars, they inform their accomplices, who 
are always at another house, very frequently in the same 
town. Then they go in advance, and wait in the most 
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The eiearpet are malefactors nho aie never mis- 
trusted, because they are accustomed to see thero tra- 
verse the roads of the country ; and the apparent regu- 
larity of their conduct places Uiem out of the reach of 
suspicion. The Cornu family, whom I have before 
spoken of in the first volume of these Memoirs", was 
a family of eicarpet, for more than tnenly years enjoy- 
ing the most perfect impunity, and committing many 
hundred murders before any suspicion was aroused. 

The best mode of safely against the attempts of these 
wrelchex, is to speak as little as possible of private 
business, never to talk of receiving money, and lo avoid 
all explanations, both on the object and time of your 
journey. 

Travellers should be on iheir guard against imperli- 
nent intruders on the highways, who profit by all op- 
portunities of accosting persons and entering into 
conversation. An officious inquirer is always a person 
whose intentions are suspicious, particularly if he com- 
mence the conversation concerning the safety of the 
roads, or the necessity of being well armed. The 
farmers,who sometimes do not leave the markets until 
nightfall, cannot be Coo much on their guard against 
persons who like, they say,, to travel in company. At 
any rate, any sudden Haiion is imprudent nhen away 
from home. 

The wives of the eicarpet are also very dangerous 
women. Familiarized with murder, they willingly lend 
their aid to consummate it : they teach their children 
at an early ag'e to beon the watch, and to convey to them 
information by which they and their husbands may pro- 
fit : they habituate them to the sight of blood ; and to 

of blood-hound's fee is given to thetie juvenile monsters. 
No person is more complaisant than a male or female 
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gieaTpe i do one more charitable : all the beggan an 
their frieods, because beggars can fumiah uaeflil indica- 
lions ; and being always on Ihe road and on Che tramn 
are ^e nalur^ spies of ihe high road. The femRie 
ctcarpes carry theii hypocrisy to such an eiteni, as to 
aisume all the outward marks of deepdevotion. They 
wear rosaries, scapularies, cruciiixes, &c. They assist 
regularly at tlie holy offices, and occasioaally take the 
Sacrament at ihe Holy Table. 

The men generally wear a fustian or stuff amock' 
frock of a blue colour, intended to keep their clothes 
from the spots of blood. A murder commiUed, ihey 
make away with Ihe frock, buiy it, bum il, or some- 
times wash it, according as they have more or less tima 
before them. A stick, with a kind of hand-whip, a hat 
covered with gummed taffety, under which is a red or 
blue handkerchief enveloping the head, complete Uie 
appearance of these hell-hounds, who are skilled in pre- 
paring circumstances, which, in time of need, can be 
a4duced as proving an alibi. It is, in bet, for this 
purpose that they have their passports tru/in all the 
towns through wnich they pais. 

Happily for society, the acarpes are now very few in 
number except in some of the southern departments. 
However.Ido uot fear to affirm tliat they cannot be elFec- 
lualiy extirpated, and assassination prevented,so long as 
France shall be traversed in all directions by peripatetic 
glass-sellers, umbrella-sellers, ballad-singers, kettle- 
menders, mouoiebanks, jugglers, puppet-show men, or- 
gan-players, leaders of l^ars and camels, showers of 
nagic lanterns, coblers, slighl-af-hand men at faits, 
cripples false or real, &c. Apropos of these latter, it it 
not superfluous to advise travellers to miEtrust those men 
who, bllen into a ditch, and pretending inability to 
extricate theiuselve!<, call lo them for help ; let them 
remember the destiny of the cul-di-jatte*, who thus 
attracted passengers to their assassination. Those who 
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vreie unfortunate enough to yield to a feeling of com< 
passion he stabbed to Uie heart with a daggsi Ibe ino- 
meet they stooped to aid him. It is dangerous tosleep 
in road-side houses, particularly if lonely. The land, 
lords may be honest, but those who frequent the house 
are not always so, and the least harm that may happen 
to a poor devil who passes the night theje, is to be 
plundered of all he has before morning. 
. The safety of the kinf^dom requires that we should 
free our soil from the roTin; population that infests it ; 
they are a real acouige, and it is impassible to surveiller 
them. At the present day, in the smallest Tillage, there 
are professions for all wants, and we cannot imagine 
why measures have not been taken to compel to a 
residence those peripatetics of every kind. These 
ambulatory modes of life of individuals who hawk 
•bout a trade, can only be suffered in times of bar* 
bamm or amongst a people whaM civUinticn is (cueely 
at iU commencement. 
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SaluuUtr— Tht Mijot'i (iH«— The Mm ullin— Dogi al 
UHl BeU— laiE. 



In [he same manner as the Gardens de Camp^ne, ihc 
BiffaudeuTt generally assumed the garb of countij- 
dealer? or travelling hawkers. RiffHudeurs were a 
species of thierea -ttho sought to wring from their vic- 
hms a confession of where they had concealed their 
treasure, by applying fire to the soles of the feet. 
WheD they had selected a lit object for their purpose, 
they contrived to introduce themselves to his notics 
under pretence of disposing of their merchandise, and 
during (he course of their bargaining, managed to make 
themselves acquainted with alt the localities of his 
dwelling, as well as its modes of egress or ini;ress. 
When it occurred that a house presented great difficult 
ties in ihp way of obtaining admittance according to 
their usual plans, an emissary, disguised in the.iags of 
povertj', was dispatched to seek a night's lodging '* for 
the love of chanty," beneath the roof against which 
their machinations were directed. Such artful masters 
of their trade seldom failed to work upon the benevo- 
lent feelings to which they addressed themselves, and 
once admitted to the rights of hospitality, they nevei 
foiled to reward their abused host by rising when all 
was still, and opening the door for the admission of 
their comrades. When, as it frequently happened, a 
watchful dog kept guard over the house, the false 
mendicant easily reduced him lo silence by delii^hling 
his olfactory nerves with the odour of a sponge dipped 
in 3 peculiar kind of liquor, or by the enticing smeR of 
fresh-boiiad horse's liver. These seductions were 
invariably found sufficient to allay the fury of every 
■paries of dog, from the yelping cur lo the deep growl 
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of the roajtiff, vho would, with all possible dociliir. 
foUon their tempterg about, and submit even to being 
led by them still and noiselessly fiom the premises, leav- 
ing their master's property in the undisturbed posses- 
■ion of the brigands. 

Occasionally, the chanffeurs bad recourse to a more 
summary mode of ridding themstlTes from all chance 
of annoyance from the animal, by casting in his way 
about nightfall a subtle poiEOD, so prompt in its 
effects that the unfortunate b«ast was stretched stiff in 
death by the lime their operations commenced. 

Doubtlessly, we are best fullilUng the commands of 
our Maker in helping each other, and kindly bestowing 
a resting-place to those aching heads and weary limbs, 
which must otherwise have perished for want of neces- 
sary aid ; but in thus obeying the dictates of humanity, 
would it not be as well to secure our own persons from 
the insidious attacks of such as we have been describ- 
ing? For instance, might not farmers and other inha- 
bitants of the country, manage to appropriate to the use 
of the wayworn traveller, a chamber as much detached 
as possible from the part of the house occupied by 
themselves ? For better security its windows should be 
grated and defended with strong bars of iron, and the 
doors secured by locks fined outwardly, in a manner 
to de^ their being forced ; so that the strangers received 
by all kindly disponed and charitable person! night 
thus oblam the rest and refreshment they were in search 
of; at the same time their generous entertainers would 
have nothing to fear from their bad intentions. 

Not nnfrcquenlly the chauflenrs sought to wipe out 
in (be blood of their victims the traces of their mur- 
derous villainy ; at other times, to prevent a chance 
of recognition, ihey concealed their features beneath a 
mask, or blackened them over with a composition 
which was speedily removed as soon as it had an> 
swered their purpose, by rubbing a certain pomade; 
at other time's they enveloped their head in a bladi 
ciape. Those who pieferred the plan of using a blacken' 
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ing hue for their count en anc«, generally earned it 
«bou( then in a box made wHh two divisions, in one 
of which irai contained the black dye and in the otliei 
the means of removing it. 

Before starting upon any of their expeditions they 
look care to furnish themselves with stron? cords of 
from four to five feet in length, for the purpose of bind^ 

These wretches always departed singly, baring first 
appointed a general lendeivous, to which they all re- 
putted by different roads and at different intervals of 
time, travelling thither by the least frequented paths. 
Une piece of their tact consisted in never absenting . 
themselves from borne till the shades of night cod- ' 
cealed them, and without having first taken the pre- 
caution of drawing upon themselves the notice of their i 
neighbours just b^ire they started. The same method - 
observed upon their return had the effect of destroying 1 
all suspicion or idea of their having been away nom I 
the place even for an hour ; and enaUed them, in any | 
case which required it, even to prove an alibi. I 

The riffaudeura disdained to burthen themselves I 
with property less valuable or less portable than gold 1 
or diamonds ; and as the latter articles were but seldom , 
to be obtained in the country, Iheir nsual search was I 
for what current coin Ihey could extract from the un- 
fortunate inhabitants, | 

The famous Salambier had for a long time projecleci 
the constraining a rich farmer of the neighbourhood ol 
Perpignan to give him an account of his money bags, 
but this scheme was much sooner devised than exe- 
cuted, lor the farmer kept a strict guard over his pre- 
mises ; indeed, in the general terror excited by the I 
continual depredations of the chauffeurs, it would have ' 
been strange had he not partaken of the general panic. 
In addition to every security that could be thuughl of 
10 exclude these fornridable robbers from intruding 
upon his properly, the prudent master had placed two 
vigilant dogs lo guard tlie approaches to it, Salambi» 
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had already reconnoitred ihe possibility of bia enler 
prise; but the more he reHected upon it, the greater 
and more insurmountable did Ihe difficulties il pre- 
Beiited appear. Neverthelesa, as the result of his in- 
quiries proved that the farmer kept a very considerable 
sum in the house, his covetous propensities were only 
more keenly excited to obtain it — but how ? — that 
indeed Tias a problem it required all the ingenuity of 
his brain to solve. At length, however, he hit upon 
the following expedient. 

Haviog obtained from some of the inhabitaoU lo 
whom he was known a certificate of good conduct, fee. 
he carried it to the Mayor de Poperingue in order to 
obtain his signature. This important point achieved, 
he contrived to wash the paper over with muriatic acid 
in such a manner as to preserve only the altesialion 
of the mayor and Ihe seal of the corporation. On the 
sheet thus rendered blank, he then caused one of his 
troop, named Louis Lemaire, to write the following 

" Monsieur le Commandant, 

" I am given to understand that on the coming night 
some ten or twelve chaulfeurs will attempt lo break 
into the farm d'Oermaille; you will therefore disguise 
ten of your boldest men, and send ihem under the 
command of a subaltern ofGcer lo the said farm, in 
order that they may, in case of necessity, be at hand 
(o assist the tarmer, and secure those depredators who 
may present themselves into his dwelling to levy con- 
tributions therein. The magistrate of the corporation 
of Lehcl, to whom you will communicate this order 
will serve as a guide to your detachment, and intro- 
duce the parly lo Ihe worthy farmer, by whom he is 
well known." 

Salambier having thus fabricated Ihe order, lost no 
time in putting himself at the bead of ten of his ac- 
complices, and presenting himself at the house of the 
functionary, who was thus uoknovringly to aid him in 
hia criminal projects. This latter, recc^nizing Ihe ligna- 
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ture, conducied the supposed soldien and their officen 

10 the ^m. Auxiliaries aniviDg so seaaonabty could i 

not till of meeting with a warm reception. SaUmbier \ 
■nd his gang were reoeived with op«n arms, and tb« 
rt^ber chief and his associates were hailed nith thanks 
and foleutngs as the presertets and liberators o( the 

whole province. I 

" Now then, my (riends," cried Salambier, (who | 

styled himself > sergeant,) " let's to buaineas; how , 

many are you in number in this bouse V ' 

" Fifleen in all," replied the farmer, " that ia, in> 

eluding four women and a dnld." I 

" Four women and a child I helpless creatures 1 . 
don't reckon them, pray — oidy five useless beings who 

in a time of danger can do nothing but add to one'i ; 

difRcullies. What aina hare you?" I 

" Two f;ood muskets." 

" Well, bring them, that they may be in readU | 

ness ; besides 'tis as well that I should ascertain how I 

far they are likely to be of service to us." 1 

The fire arms were accordingly placed in the I 

'hands of Salambier, who immediately withdrew their I 

" Now," said he, " that I am informed of the stale 
of the place, you may with confidence repose in roe 
the care of defending you ; at the proper time I will 
assign to each one his post; meanwhile the best thing I 
](ou can all do is to rest in safety, in the full assurance 
that your garrison will watch over your safely." I 

Midnight arrived without Salambier's having made 
any fresh arrangement j all at once he feigned to bava I 
heard a noise. ' 

" Up, my lads !" cried he to his conipaniot« : " now i 
is the time, we have not a single moment to lose, I 
wilt place you so that not a soul shall escape.*' 

A( the voice of their chief the whole troop were in | 
arms, and the former, seizing a lantern, offered to light i 
them on their way. I 

" Pray don't disturb yourself," said Salambier, pre- 
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•enting two pislols to bis breast ; " ne have the lionour 



The Chauffeurs were so completely armed thai it would 
bkve been madness for the panic-stricken inhabitants 
of the ikrni to have attempted any opposition, and [hey 
were compelled to submit to their ferocioui visiters, 
who having ftislened their hands firmly behind theit 
baclis, locked Ihem in the cellar, PiBioned like the 
rest, the unfortuDUe farmer was left sUnding t^ the 
chimney till the rough voice of the robber Satambier 
called npon him to declare nbere be kept his money. 

" Heaven knows," repUed the trembling viclim, 
" that il is long since 1 bare kept more than a mere 
trifle ID the house ; you may be lure since the many 
alarms the neigbbouibood has experienced from ihe 
attacks of tbe Chauffeurs, few people would be impru- 
dent enough to keep large sums by them." 

" A truce with luch idle prating," exclaimed Salam- 
bier; *' come, my old one, we shall arrive at the truth 
yet, in spite of you ;" and, making a sign to two of bii 
men, they seized the farmer, and stripping his feet 
quite bare, anointed them all over with grease. 

" Gentlemen! Chauffeurs! I implore of you, have 
mercy upon toe ! I vow, I swear in the name of all 
tbe saints that I have not live shillings in my whole 
house — let it be well searched — take my keys, demand 
of me whatsoever you (hink proper— only speak, all I 
have is at your service — I will give you a note of hand 
if you require il." 

" No, no, my worthy i"" cried Salambier, " you mis. 
take, we are not merchants who can negociate your 
promissory notes. — Note of hand indeed 1 ha, ha, we 
do not manage our money upon quite so slow a me- 
thod — hard cash, iiiy,fine fellow, paid upon the nail. Is 
what we are accustomed to." 

" But, gentlemen I" 

" Oh 1 oh 1 so you mean to be obstinate, do you I Well, 
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you may do at you like, but before you are Rye minutM 
older you will be glad enough to tell us the secret of 
your money bugs, — (a lai^e fire was blazing on the 
hearth}. " Com rades," exclaimed tbehardeued Tillaio, 
" tinge this headstrong fellow.'' 

But whilst the most horrible of tortures was thos 
being inflicted on the hapless farmer, piercing cries 
were heaid, evidently proceeding from some one who 
was vainly striving to escape from the violence of an 
enraged dog, whose yellings and angry barkings came 
mingled with the agonized cry of the distressed person. 
Tliis unexpected uproar arrested the iieiy persecniion of 
the brigands; they listened, and discovered in the per- 
son on whom the furious beasi was satiating his frenzied 
rage, one of the helpers of the farm, who, havintt con- 
tiired to escape from bondage, had crept out by a back 
door, in otder to bring succour to the rest of ihe 
wretched family. By some inconceivable fatality the 
dogs had not recognised his voice. 

Surprised at this unexpected occurrence, Salambier 
commanded one of his men to go and silence a com- 
motion so likely to attract unpleasant' notice'; but 
scarcely had the Chaufteur reached the court-yard, than 
he in his turn became the object of the dog's fury, and 
with such determined hatred did the beast fix his teeth 
into his flesh that, to save his life, he rushed back to the 
room he had jusl before quitted; exclaiming, in the most 
piteous accents, " Save yourselves — save yourselves." . 

This cry, uttered with the expression of the most 
excessive terror, filled the whole l^nd with the greatest 
alarm, and scarcely knowing the nature of the danger 
from which they fled, they precipitated themselves 
through a window which looked out upon the country, 
and were soon out of sight. Meanwhile, the iarmer, 
accompanied by the man (who had at length succeeded 
in sflencing the noise of (he dog, who now recollected 
him andwas busily licking his hand), descended to Ihe 
cellar and delivered all his aSrighiH] hou^hold from 
their state of terror. He lost no time in setting off Ja 



jo.Cooylc 



MEHOIRH OP VIDOcq. 255 

full chase of the Chauffeuis, but his dili^nce wm in 
vain, they had got the start of bim, and be found it 
impossible lo otertake iheni. 

Salambier (vgho related ihia adienture lo me) as- 
sured me that at the bottom of hin heart he did not 
regret ihe circumstance of their hasty retreat — " for,'' 
said he tone, "in the dread of being recognised by ihem, 
I should hare been obliged to murder thenhole party." 

SaUmbier's band was one of the most numerous, 
branching out into immense ramiRcalions, and several 

J ears wer* required ere the whole of it was suppressed, 
n 1 804, several individuals who had formed part of it 
were executed at Anvers ; one of them, whose real name 
has never transpired, appeared to have received a most 
finished education. When he had mounted Ihe scaf- 
fold, he raised his eyes to the fatal knife, then lowering' 
them lo ihe block, which another criminal siyled the 
^ro of life, " I have seen the alpha," said he, " now I 
see the omega;'' and turning to the executioner, " behold 
the beta. Beta, do your duty." However perfect a 
Greek scholar a man may be, to make such allusions on 
the very spot of execution in " ariieulo mortit," would 
bespeak one possessed by the very demon of pleasaniry. 
Bui all ^he accomplices of Salambier have not yet 
received the penalty of their offences. 1 have frequently 
encountered them in my various peregrinations, and 
although I have constantly kept my eye upon ihem, I 
have tried in vain to terminate the impunity which they 
have but too long enjoyed, and still continue to expe- 

One of these scoundrels has taken up the profesuon 
of a street singer, and for a long time astonished Ihe 
ears of the inbabilaiils of Paris by singing, or rather 
bawling, some words lo ihe air or a Tartarian marcli, 
whilst, to give greater effect lo hia performance, he ex- 
hibiled himself in a Turkish costume. 

This skilful personage was one of the most celebrated 
on the pav£ of Paris, where he was only designated by 
his surname, for the dexteriiy with which he would 

ti 
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fling a ballad to the seventh atorj of a bouse t^ Ibe aid 
of a hallpenDy, aodeverl)' placed, that haTingterred to 
convey tlieiongto ihedettmed wiodow, the copper fell 
i^in at its master't feet- 
He certainlji had tlrong claimi to notorietj, for be 
via* accused of having tt^en part in (be maamcres of 
September, 1793; and in NoTeniber, 1828, he was 
seen al (he bead of a poss^of windoir smaihen in the 
Roe St. Denis. 

Franchet the police ^ent, and the Jesuitical part; to 
which he viaa derated, cherished great pr<^ecls, but to 
bring them to perfection tbej would have required the 
aid of assasaios, and they actually kept a number id 
tbeir pay. 

Since the year 1B16, the Chauffeurs appear to have 
been condemned to a life of inaction. Their last ex- 
ploits bad for their theatre the south of France, princi- 
pally the environs of Nismes, Marseilles, aod Mty^t- 
K'ier, during the dictatorship of Monsieur Trestaillon. 
en, both Protestuils and Buouaparlisla who pos- 
sessed sufficient to tempt their cupidity, becwne the 
obj ects of the Chauffeurs' attacks, arwi ihat worthy repre. 
■=-= of the yerdeti, the chamber of " ■-- 
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We add, for the benefit of (lie uninitiated, tmnalntions 
of the three aoogs that have appeared in Vol. III. of these 
Memoirs, at the respective pageii 56, 59, and 169. The 
Gnt Te have taken from the Noctea Ambroaiann of 
BlackiTood'a M^aiine for July, 1839 t the other tiro, 
vith " all their fikulti and til their errors," are to be 
added tn Che list of the translator's sins, who would 
Bpolo^se CO the Huse, did he but know which of the nine 
presides over slang poetry *. 



ODOHBHTY— CoBio*. ■ 

" As from ken (I) to ken I was going. 
Doing a bit on the prigging lay (8); 

Who should I meet, \mi. a jolly blowen (H), 
Tul lol, lol lol. tol derol, ay ; 

Who should I meet, but a jolly blowen. 
Who was fly (4) to the time o' day(5). 

■ Quete (V-'!— Ptlnler't DctU. 
.0 K(n— shop, houce. |3) Prigg'^f far— thlwlng buii 

HI rin.lCoaUattianriC flniS] auml'i— U|> Id, practlKd In 
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" Who slimild I meet, but ■ jolly blotren. 

Who waa Hy to tlie ^ms o' dky ; 
I pattered in fladi (6), like a covey (7)i knowing, 

Ttdkd, &c 
' Ay, bub or gnibby (8), I ray." 

" I pattered in flaali, like a covey ktunrjng, 

■■ Ay, bub or grubby, I say." — 
' Lou of gutter,' (9) quo' ihe, ' are Ooving, 

Tul k>l, Slc. 
Lend dm a lift in the family way (10). 

" ' IiDla of gatter,' quo' bhe, ' are Bamng, 
Lead me a lift in the family nay. 
You may have a crib (II) to mow in, 

Tol lol, ic 
Welcome, my piJ (12), a> theilaiTen in hi ay. 

" ' You may have a crib to «tow in ; 

WelcoiDS, my pal, al the flowers in Nny.' 
To her ken at once I go in, 

Tot Inl, &C 
Where in a coraer out at the way ; 

" To ber ken at once I go in, 

Whei-e in a comer, out of the way, 
With hia ameller (13), a trumpet bloTving, 

Tol lol, &c. 
A regular twell-oave(14) luahy (19) lay. 
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" With bii (meller, a trumpet blmriag, 

A legalat Bvell-core luihy Uf ; 
To his die* (16) m; hooks (17) I throw i 

Tullol. &<:. 
And cuUbt Mi dragoni (18) cleu avay. 
" To hit eliea my hooki I throir in. 

And collar his dragons dear away ; 
Then his ticker (1») I set s-going, 

Tol lol, &.C. 
And hii onioQi (20), chain, and key. 
" Then his ticker I aet a-goIng, 

With his onions, chain, and key. 
Next slipt off his Irattum clo'ing, 

Td lol, &c 
And his glngerbreBd topper gay. 
" Next slipt off hii bottom doing. 

And his gingerbread topper gay. 
Then his other toggery (21) stowing, 

Tol lol, &c 
All vitb the swag (22), I sneak anvy. 
" Then his other Wggery stowing. 

All with the swag. I sneak away ; 
' Tramp it, tramp it, lay jolly blowen, 

Tol lol. See. 
Oi- be grabbed (S») by ll>e beaks (34) we n 
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" ' Tninp it, tramp it, my joU; blowm, 
Or be grabbed by the beilu ire may ; 

And we (hall c^ier a-beel-uid-loeing, 
Tol lal, ftc 

A NeiTgate honipipe aeme fine day. 

" ' And we gball caper a-heel-uid'toeing, 
A Newgate hornpipe arane fine day; 

With the mon (26), th«r ogle* (28) throwing, 
Tol lol, Ac 

And old Cotton (27) humming hii piay (28). 

" ' With the mou their ogle* throwiog, 
And old Cotton hummiug his pray ; 

And the fogle-huntera (29) doing, 
Tol lol, &r. 

Their morning fake (30) in the pri^og lay.' " 
(SDH 



Ten or a doaen " cock> of the game' ' 

On the prigging lay (1) to the flaih.houie (2) ei 

Jiuihing blue ruin and heavy wet (3) 

Till the darkey (4), when the downy (S) set. 

All toddled (6), and began the hunt 

For readeis, utien, fo^e«, or blunt (7 ). 
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Whaterer iwgig (8) we chance for to get, 

All is fiih vbat comet to net : > . 

Mind yo«r eye, and draw the y<Ad (9 J, 

Don't disturb or use the folk UJ. 

Keep ■ look out, if the beaki (10) are nigh. 

And cut youTBtick (11), before they're fly (12). 

As I vss a crossing St. James's Park 

I met a svell, a vell-tcf^ged ( 13) spark. 

I atops a bit i then toddles quicker. 

For I'd prigged his reader, drawn his ticker (14) ; 

ThenhecallB— "Stop thief 1" Thinks I, my master 

That's a hint to me to mizzle (15) faster. 

When twelve bells chime tbe prigs (IS) return. 

And rap at the ken of Uncle : 

Unde open the door of your crib'(17) 

If you'd share the swag, or have onedib (18). 

Quickly draw the bolt of your ken. 

Or we'll not sheU out ■ mag (19), old . 

Then, says Uncle, says be to his bloweu, 

"D'ye twig (20) thete coves, my mot (21) so knowing? 

Are they out and outers (23), deary ? 

Are they fogle-bantera, or cracksmen leary (23) ? 

Are ihey coves of the ken ' 24), d'ye know ? 

Shall I let 'em in, or teU 'em to go F 
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The tup o'the morning, gmunen ill, 
And fbr vot you Taut* I b^ you'll c*lL" 

But nov the bealu were on th« tcaat. 
And watched by rooonlight where we went i — 
Stagged (36) ni > toddling into the ken. 
And were dnwn (M) upon lU all ; and then 
Who ibould 1 apy but the alap-up spark 
What I eewd of the (wag in St. James's Park. 

Thera'a a time, layi King Sol (27), to dance and ungi 
I know there's a tinM for another thing : 
Thare't a time to pipe and a time to anivd — 
I wiah all Charlies (2S) and Beaks at the Devil : 
For they grabbed (29) me on the prigging lay (30), 
And I know I'm booked for Botny BBy(3t). 

(U) Witched. («) Suiprliad. 

(tj) King Solomoii, wepnauDW. (tt) 



" Happip the days vhen I vorked aTay, 

In my usual line in the prigging lay ; 

tlaking from this and that and t'other, 

A tidy living without no bother. 

When my little crib vai scored vith swag, 

And my oly (1) vas a veil-lined money bag. 

Jolly raa I, for I feared no evil, 

Fnnked(2) at nought, and pitched care to the deviL 
* I had, beside my blunt, ray blowen 

' Sogay, nonutty(S), and eo knowing ; ' 
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On the vrery bett of grub (4) ws lived. 
And siipenca a qUBrtem for gin I gived : 
My to^»(6) waa the aporting'sl blunt could buy. 
And a aUp up out and outer was I. 
Vith my mot on my arm and my tile on my head. 
That ere'B a gemman every von laid. 

" A-coming aray from Wauxhall Ton nifht, 
1 cleared out a muzzy covey (S) quite ; 
He'd been a strutting avay like a king. 
And on his digit (7) he spurted a riug, 
A di'moad sparkle, flash, and knowing, 
Thinka I, I'll vatch the vay he's going. 
And fleece my gemman neat and clever. 
Or, at least, I'll try my best endeavour. 

** A'ter the singing and Grevorki vas ended, 
I foUom my gamman the vay he bended ; 
In a dark t»rner I (rips up hii heels. 
Then for his tatler and reader I feels, 
I poudies his blunt, and I draws hia ring. 
Prigged hia buoktea and every thing, 
And saying, ' I thinka as you can't follow, man,' 
I pikes me off Krikey SalamaD(8). 

** Then it happened d'ye aee that my mot. 
Yellow (9) a-bit 'bout the swag I'd got. 
Thinking that I shoujd jeer and laugh, 
Although I never tips no chaff(ll>), 
Tries her hand at the downy trick. 
And prigs in a ihop, but predous quick 
* Stop thief' vas the cry, and ahe vaa taken, 
I cuts and runs and aaves my bacon. 
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" Then uyi he, uj> Sir RicliBnl Blrnie, 

' I aditiMi you to nnte on your pali (11), and turn tho 
Soitch (12) on the gang, Ihac'll be the bat nj 
To Hve yauricrag(l3).' Then, without delay. 
He ao prewailed on the tresch'roua varmint (M) 
ThMabeTMiKNidiedbytlieBow-itreetwniiiiit(15), 
Then the bealu they grabbed me and to prii'n I yai 

And for fixuteen yean of my life I m U^d(16). 
" My mot muit nov be growing old, 
Aud >a am I, if the tniih be totd ; 
But the only vay to get on in the vorld, 
la to go rith the itream aud however ve're twilled, 
To bear all rubs : and ven re luffer 
To hope for the unooth ven ve feeli the rouglier. 
Though very hard, 1 confess it appean, | 

To be li^ged, for a lark (17), Ibr fourteen years.** ' 

lin iDioMctiTOursMoinpUest (U) Ceoftta. (la) Neck. I 

(1« Saam. 



We also append the Frendi vnvion of the gaUey-daves* ' 
complaint, the traiisUtioii (ouly) of which appeared In . 
Vol, I. p. 129. (See Vol. 1.) 

" lu chalne, 
C'esC la griie ; 
Maiit c'est ^gaJ, 
C's n'fait pas de nuJ. 
" Nos habits sont ^carlaie, 

Noiu portona au lieu d'chapeaui | 

Dea bonneta eC point d'craratte, 
C'k fait brosse pour lea jabbla. 
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Nous BUtioiu tort de nouB pUindr*, 


NoiuMim 


metdeienfanliigitii. 


Et c'ait c 


reintedenouBpecdre 


Que Ion 


nous timt ench&in^ 


NoQsfroi 


at del belles ouvrag«s 


En paille 


ainii qu'en coCM, 


Dont nou 


s ferona ^takge 


San.qu'« 




Ceuxqui 


si.it'Qtlebagne 
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Qiumd vlent I'henr' de I'bourrerrveDtrs, 

En Bvaat 1e) haricots ! 

Ci n'eat pas bon, mail ^i eatra 

Tout camm' le meilteur fricot. 

Notr' guignan etiC iti pjre, 

8i, comm' des jolis cadets, 

Oq noui eill hit raccourcire 

A I'abbaye d' Maat-i-r'gret (!)■ 
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There ii ■ peoilikrity reipeuting these Memuin noir 
■■id before the Publie which entirely dislinguinhei them 
from the preceding Aatobiflgraphiea of thia uriet. HI. 
Vidocq IB still liFing, and ire thui are compelled to faliify 
that portion of our general title-page which promiaea to 
the reader a " compendious Sequel, earrying on the nsr- 
rative to the death of each ivrilar." We do not expect, 
hoiverer, that tkis vill in any way detract From the 
intereet of the work ; on the contrary, the wild and won- 
derful with which it aboiuida will have an addilional 
charm ; for the reader who knows that the hero of so 
many an " accident by flood and Reld" la atill living, — that 
he who haa escaped from dangera dire and perilous, — who 
has been preserved miraculously from the steel of the 
braro and the revenge of thoae whose hands are always 
ready to compass the uuchinations of their heads, hai 
escaped with life ; — it will rather add to than diminish 
from the attractions of the Memoirs. 

To thoee who may assert their disbelief of the personal 
deeds aiid perils nf Vidocq, we surest this plain laet,-.~ 
none of them have been contradicted, and yet lliere are 
thoae existing whose wish and interest it would be to 
prove their falsity. We therefore auiuue their verity as 



Aflcr his resignation of office, at the termination of 
Villelc's ministry, M. Vidocq was succeeded by Coco. 
Lacour, who had been one of his band. Coco, as ne 
earn from unquestionable authority, had been from his 
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earlisst days a profeued and expert chief, and, we presume, 
VM proniol«d to his present itatiou oa the strength of 
the old proverb, " tel a O^f to vaMi a thi^." Now 
Vidocq has not used . very measured terms iii his 
mention of Coco, and were bis statemeuu impeachal>le, 
it is not probable thai liacour would have allaved them 
to paaa unnoticed. But it is not our prarince or inten- 
tion to enter into a discussion of the veradty of Vidoc^'s 
Memoirs : Im tkej' true or false, were they ptirely fiction 
from the first chapter to the last, they woold, from fer. 
tilit J of iavention, knowledge of human natnre, and ease 
of style, rank only second to (he nnrels of Le Sage. Tlie 
two fint volumes are perhaps more replete with interest, 
beCBOse the hero is tlie leading actor in every scene ; but 
In the subsequent portions, when he gives the narrative 
of others, K e cannot but admire the power and graphic 
talent of the author, Serjeant Bell»-Rose is icBFCely in. 
ferior to the Serjeant Kite of Farquhar ; and the episode* 
of Court and Raoul, In the third volume, and tlist of 
Adele d'Escars, in the fourth, are surpassed in description, 
depth of feeling and pathos, by no work of romance with 
which we are acquainted. 

Since the oommencement of these Memnin, M . Vidocr 
has given up his paper manufactory at St. Uandi, and 
has been subsequently confined in Sointe Pelagie for debt. 
Hia emlrarrasuments are staled to have arisen from a 
passion for gambling, a piopensitf which, once indulged, 
takes deep root in the human mind t and few indeed, 
lamentably few, are those who can effectually eradicate the 
fatal passion. Vidocq, who could assume all shapes like a 
second Proteus, who underwent bitter hardships, and uni 
sparinglT jeopardised bin life at any time, could not resist 
the fell temptation which has brought bim to distrcM 

It must be painful to one, whnw peace of mind seems 

LD.i.zcoo.Cooyk' 
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ea greatly to depend on the eDJoyment of freedom, and 
all ivhoM eiertioiui and Bucceu resulted from an anxiety 
to secure his liberty, to be immured In a gaol. To him- 
Belf it must be a galling chain, to hia enemies an im- 
portant triumph. The Delilah haa at length tqipeared 
who could reduce Samson's strength to weaknest ; the 
locks have been shorn ; he ha* niccumbed beneath the i, 
power of the Philistines. Poor human nature 1 vba^^fc 

It has been slated in some of the Journals that Vidiicq 
has a son named Julius, vho was condemned to the gal- 
lies, and when liberated vas employed by his father at 
St. Mand^. This must be another bitter in life's cup, 
which Vidocq seems condemned to drain to the very dr^. 

At the end of the Second Volume we were told by the 
autobiographer, that we were to have ample informatioa 
on all plants connected with the police of France ; be was 
to untwist aH the " hidden links" of the system, so effec- 
tually carried into action, and whereby, as he tells us, he 
has rendered Paris the safest residence in the world. 

He thus continues — 

*' I will display to the glare of noon-day, the faults of 
our criminal informations, and the still greater errors of 
Durpenal code,Bo abBurd inmanyofitsenactments. I will 
ask for alterations, revisions, and what I ask will be con- 
ceded ; because reason, come from where she may, is 
always sooner or later understood. I will offer important 
ameliorations in tlie r^nlalions of prisons and bagnes ; 
and as I compassionate more deeply than another can, the 
sufferings of my old companions in misery, condemned or 
pardoned, I will probe the wound to tlje bottom ; and 
shall, perhaps, be the happy man, who will offer to a 
philanthropic legislator, the only remedies which it is 
possible to apply, and which alone will not be temporising 
but effective. In delinealjona as varied an novel, I will 
;:ive the original traits of many classes of society, destitute 
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IS yet of all civilization, or rather whidi bare enumatid 
from her, uid infeat her, Bttended bf.all that ia )ud0MU 
and iafsmouB 1" 

Vidocq coDtinuM in this strain from ynge 260 of nd. II. 
to the end of that volume ; and jiet, how for has he per- 
fwioed thin promise? He has given ui a nomeuclatuie 
of the awasains, thievea, and uriodlen of France, and bo 
tnore. He has inlerspened the lilt with brief aneodotca 
and irite advice ; he bw told us nothing nith vhich we 
were not previously acqnainted, as far si concemi the 
model adopted by mlicreaiiM of all denominations to at- 
tain their ends, whether by robbery only, w by plunder, 
wedded to murder. 

Where are " his important ameliorations"? Wheie 
his " only remedies which it is possible to apply, and 
which alone will be not temporising, but effective"? 
Where his " institutions, to purify and regulate the 
manner* of the people " ? Where are his accounts " of all 
police now existing, from that d the Jesuit to that of the 
court ; from the pohce of the Bureau det JUaurt to the 
diplomatic police " ? Where in the sboiV'Up of all the 
wheel-work, great and small, of those machines, which 
are always in motion ? Where is the " developement of 
an those things (and more), without disguise, without 
fear, without temper " ? Where, we ask, are all these 
detiuls, — all these revelatioDS, — all this information, — all 
this counsel P — And Echo answers — " Where ? " 

Sieur Eugene-Francois Vidocq, you are weighed in the 
scale of your own erection, and are found wanting 1 And 
do yotir omissions, repressions, result from fear ? — We 
believe not. Do they result from incapability, from in- 
competency to undertake, from inadequacy to fulfil your 
in^nniBed task ?— We believe not. Was it that you were 
compelled to silence by the powers (hat be ? Was it that 
you wished to puff your work into a more extensive sale ' 
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Wsa it that, in dunmcs vile, when cuh nn low, and 
n«cesiitie* high, — wheo pockitl and ilomadi bath vere 
etnptf , [hat " ymir povert; and not youc will couMnled " 
to refrain fmn making chose diidoiures, which you had 
pledged younelf to the public at Urge that you would 
make f Vidtraq I was an oSbt made yon, and did you eell 
younelf I We aak then qnettions, becsuM we think we 
are entitled to an explanadou. " We panae for a reply." 

That Vldocq made all cbeM promisee ii no less true 
than that he hai falaified hii word. H'ere it not that the 
fourth volume ia pnlitishad aa the ' QualrUme el dernier 
tome,' we might have been led to believe that tbe work 
would have been extended beyond the limit originally 
awigned. We are unwilling to judge uncharitably, but it 
ii not improbable that Vidocq has had his lipa locked by a 
golden padlock, oi lui looceuor, Coco-Lacour, may Jiave 
had luffident interest to have compelled the omission at 
certain portion! of tha promised intelligence. 

We learn, too, that Vtdocq baa bad some dispute with 
his publisher. Tenon, and may, therefore, wilfully with, 
hold the Information and mplanatiou to which he was 
pledged. The fourth volume terminates very abruptly, 
and in a mode entirely contrary to Vidocq's usual style, 
he bdng somewhat addicted to digression. It may be )K». 
sible that he has written this last volume to complete his 
original agreement with the publisher, and may give us, 
at some future period, the detailed accounts of all he 
promised. 

In the narratives interwoven in the third volume, the 
critical reader will not fail to detect a spinning out of the 
subject, a prolongatiim of the theme into mlnutis, which, 
though exemplary of the aeeorate observation of tbe 
writer, are yet somevhat too much in detail, losing in 
power what they gain in length. In the episode of Ad^le 
d'Eecars, trifling ciruumstances are given with a precision 
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which miut sounMa from the Anthor'B imaginatioii, uw 
inducei ns to think we are rettding b well-derised tale of 
BcUon nther tluui the factiof real life, dcacribingtriali and 
tamptatiom that are of actual wtturreiice. 

It would leem u though much of the original natter 
nad 'been repreued, and tbeie indicationa of ledious- 
mat are the reaulu of an obligation on the Author to 
comply ndth hii agToenient with hii publiaher, who, ia 
bit bargain, ihould hare added gualitj/ u well ai fuantUi/, 
Be ihii Bi it ma;, there are redeeming ptdnts In the work 
which muat alwayg niake it a work of original and au 
ITBCtiTe merit, and one that will continue to be read and 
wondered at, and wondered at and read, when . many of 
the ephemeral and traahy memoin of the tame period are 
forgotten. 

It.affords for the lorers of nmanoe all that the wildest 
taate could dealre of hair-breadth 'iicapei, iminineut 
dangers, and powerful description ; for Che amateurs of 
fun, there are sketches aa oomic as humour could demise { 
and for the philosopher, who looks and scrutiniies into the 
Vurkingi of the miqd and the strength or weakness of 
humanity, there is food enough for reflection and ipeeu- 

We have been compelled occasionally to prune down 
pruriencies offensive to English taste when considered (ai 
we consider it) lynonymou) with decency and decorum. 
A greater latitude both of action and expre«lon ii allowed, 
nay encouraged, amongst our politer French n^hbours, 
who relish a double mtlendrt and have a lest for an intteoent 
simile, or obscene allusion. Wt are not sticklers, and 
have the same opinion, to a cen^n extent, that Dean 
Swift had when he Said that " a nice man was a man of 
nasty ideas ; " but there is a line of demarcation whidi 
caniint be too strongly drawn between inofiienBire plea- 
santry and coarse ribaldry, or indelicate allusion ; and wt 
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tn^ diat tlie increuing 'prngreu of knowledge and diffii. 
■ion of infonnatioii, whilst they eoeoange literature, will 
alao tend te an nnivenal reprobation of anything tliat 
Crencbm on the bounds of prqiriety, or cnoourages vit at 
the eipeme of decency. 

The tme abject of literature ii not to pander to bad 
pawionl, encourage groan taite, or cater to prurient ima- 
gination ; but to correct evil propen^tiea by excellent 
example, to warn by precept, Co instruct irhilat it delighti, 
and to call iuto action all thoae better feelinga in the heart 
of man which tend to hii individual happinen, snd have 
weight and moral infloenoe on the welMwing of a nation. 
H. T. R. 
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